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THIS WEEKS NEWS 


MR. G. W. GROSVENOR, president NFBTE, has been 
appointed chairman of the newly constituted joint consultative 
committee of architects, quantity surveyors and builders. p. 1097 
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THE LONDON ARCHITECTURE BRONZE MEDAL for 
1953 has been awarded to Messrs. A. H. Devereux and E.L.W. 
Davies for the New Out-Patients’ Building, St. James’ Hospital, 

p. 1098 


THE INSPECTION OF CHURCHES MEASURE, which 
was approved by the Church Assembly on Fune 17, provides for 
the inspection of churches by architects at least once every five 

p. 1121 


WHILE the interim report of the NFBTE states that the imme- 
diate outlook for the building industry seems to be reasonably 
assured, it goes on to welcome the encouragement given to 
private building because it tends to rid the industry of an 


Balham. 


years, 


unhealthy dependence on Government sources. 


p. 1121 


2 EXPERIENCE has surely taught us,” said Mr. James H. 
Mills in his presidential address at the NFBTO annual confer- 
ence, “ that the attempt of wages to catch up with, let alone pass, 
prices 1s a futile task.’’ He expressed the view that a lowering 


of prices was preferable to a rise in wages. 


p. 1124 


THE GROWTH of toll roads in America is referred to in an 
p. 1125 


article on American Highways. 


TWO BUILDERS have been fined £5 each for contravention of 


safety regulations, said to have resulted in a death. 





p. 1125 





THE HOUSE-BUILDING INDUSTRY 
EXAMINED 


A USEFUL review of the organisation and efficiency of 

traditional house-building in England and Wales, by 
Messrs. P. A. Stone and W. J. Reiners, who are engaged at 
the Building Research Station on the general study of factors 
influencing productivity in the building industry, is given in 
the April issue of The Fournal of Industrial Economics,* an 
Anglo-American publication devoted to the economic 
problems of industry and commerce. The paper is based on 
National Building Studies, Special Reports Nos. 18 and 21, 
and, though brief, gives a reasonably comprehensive picture 
of this branch of the industry and its varying achievements. 


House-building now employs about 300,000 building 
operatives, and it is stated that about go per cent. of this 
work is carried out by contractors, 7 per cent. by local 
authority direct labour organisations, and most of the balance 
by public utility undertakings, whose work is mainly confined 
to the installation of utility services, gas, electricity and 
water. Firms classified as “ general’’ contractors carry out 
about four-fifths of the house-building done by contractors, 
the balance being by “ trade ”’ or specialist contractors. 


Materials are estimated to account for something over a 
half of the final costs of house-building, labour for less than 
a third, and overheads and profits for the balance. It is 
pointed out that overheads, expressed as a percentage of 
costs, are not a true guide to comparative efficiencies, their 
absolute amount depending not only on administrative 
efficiencies, but also on the nature of the services provided, 
and that in so far as such services are effective in reducing 
prime costs they will increase the percentage of overheads. 


Attention is called to the great importance of sub- 
contracting in house-building. It has been found that 
labour expenditure for similar work was, on average, greater 
when the work was carried out by main contractors than 
when dealt with by sub-contractors. The results indicate 
that, whereas the labour expenditure of some main con- 
tractors was no more, and in some cases even less, than that 
of some sub-contractors, the sub-contractor on average 
carried out similar work with 15 to 20 per cent. fewer man- 
hours than the main contractor. The authors suggest that 
it may be possible for main contractors to reduce their labour 
expenditure by adapting the special features of the sub- 
contractor’s organisation to their own uses. 


On the question of incentives, it is stated that the use of 
target schemes (adopted on less than 30 per cent. of contracts 
in 1952) does not appear to be increasing, and that while the 
extra payment type of incentive is not favoured by either 
side of the industry, it is probable that it is operated on at 
least 50 per cent. of housing contracts. Labour expenditure 
for main contractors was, on average, 15 per cent. less on 
contracts with target bonus schemes than where no incentives 





* Published by Basil Blackwell, Broad-street, Oxford. Price 10s. 






















































were paid. Extra payments appear to have had much less 
effect, presumably because they were not related to output. 
There was no evidence to suggest that incentive schemes 
have any marked effect on the quality of workmanship. 
Bonuses to foremen and agents do not appear to be usual, 
and it is suggested that greater economies might be achieved 
if they were. 

The variations in the results obtained due to differences in 
the size and experience of firms are duly noted, and, as one 
would expect, where the principal worked with his labour 
on the site the labour expenditure was found to be less than 
in other cases. Firms experienced in house-building are 
stated to achieve their results with about 8 per cent. less 
labour expenditure than other firms, and this difference is 
found for all trades with the exception of painting. 

The importance of effective site organisation is duly 
stressed. ‘The use of mechanical aids was found to be very 
limited, even on the larger sites, and there was some evidence 
to suggest that the plant was not normally integrated into 
the organisation of the operations but was used mainly as 
supplementary labour. Various regional differences in 
productivity, etc., are noted and their causes suggested. 

The chief conclusion reached in this survey is that ex- 
perience and specialisation produce favourable effects on 
productivity. The extent of the savings in labour expenditure 
achieved by sub-contractors as compared with main con- 
tractors suggests that further savings might be secured by 
some extension of the practice of sub-contracting, though it 
is recognised that this would involve important changes in 
the erganisation of the industry, particularly if it were ex- 
tended to other sections. Bulk and forward buying of 
materials is recommended as an aid to economy. 


The authors admit that the picture given of the house- 
building industry is by no means complete, but it provides 
a detailed analysis of certain aspects of organisation and 
efficiency that deserves, and will no doubt receive, careful 
study by those interested in increasing productivity. 


THE INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 


‘THE outspoken reference in the half-yearly report of the 

National Federation of Building Trades Employers 
(reprinted on page 1,121) to its preliminary meeting with the 
Institute of Builders is an indication of the building industry’s 
growing recognition of the need for a virile body charged with 
the task of training the industry’s next generation of building 
managers. 

For a long time the more far-seeing of the builders have been 
doubtful if the Institute were performing that essential 
function in a way which the circumstances of the times 
demanded, and it is well known that promising young men 
have been lost to the industry because the examinations 
organised by other bodies offered greater prospects of advance- 
ment. 

Criticism of the Institute resounded through our columns 
some three or four months ago, and it was in response to a 
letter in The Builder that the Institute made its approach to 
the National Federation. While welcoming that approach 
and wishing it well, Mr. J. W. Laing, whose name stands 
high in building and educational circles and beyond, subse- 
quently made two additional points—‘‘ Some positive action 
must be taken at once, for the situation has gone almost teo 
far to retrieve,” and “no action can be effective unless, at 
the annual general meeting, men are voted on to the Council 
who can be relied on to carry it out.” 

These points still hold today. The National Federation 
apparently means to see the Institute re-organised. Its task 
will be greatly eased if, at the annual meeting of the Institute, 
which we understand has now been fixed for July 21, a strong 
new Council is elected. ‘That means the prompt nomination 
of suitable candidates. The time for the nomination is now, 
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before holidays and thoughts of holidays too seriously in‘errup 
the normal routine. And now, if ever, is the time for all goog 
builders to come to the aid of the Institute and, through jt 
of the building industry itself. | 


HISTORIC BUILDINGS REPORTS 


APPOINTED in October last year by the Minister of 
Works, under Part I of the Historic Buildings ang 
Ancient Monuments Act, to advise him on policy with regard 
to buildings of outstanding historic or architectural interes, 
the Historic Buildings Councils for England, Scotland and 
Wales have just issued their first reperts. (HMSO, 
England, 6d.; Scotland and Wales, 3d. each.) As would be 
expected, all three Councils are still: feeling their way, by 
all have done useful preliminary work and all have made 
recommendations for grants towards the repair or main. 
tenance of a number of buildings, which the Minister hy 
approved. None of the reports, however, strikes a particularly 
hopeful note. 
The English report, which is the fullest, deals at som 
length with many aspects of the problem and details the lines 
on which the Council is working. It is pointed out that 
almost every building of special architectural or historic 
interest has been listed under the Town and Country Planning 
Act, 1947. There may eventually be about 100,000 of these 
in the United Kingdom, but only a small proportion ar 
likely to come within the Councils’ terms of reference. Many 
owners, it is stated, seem to be unaware of the new pm. 
cedure, while others believe mistakenly that it does not 
apply to their houses. Many houses, too, are unoccupied, 
and some which have been standing empty for many year 
did not attract users even when they were in a good state of 
repair. Some buildings for which aid has been asked ar 
said to be in such a state of disrepair that the cost of pre- 
serving them now would be disproportionate to their impor- 
tance. It is noted, too, that while some local authorities are 
alive to their responsibilities, others are unco-operative and 
hold that all expenditure en the preservation of historic 
buildings should be left to the Government. 

These are early reports and it is too soon to reach definite 
conclusions about the efficacy of the powers of the new 
Councils, which are clearly faced with problems of grea 
difficulty and complexity. Perhaps the greatest of all is that of 
finding new, appropriate and economic uses for many of these 
old houses when it is no longer possible to maintain them 
as residences. The Government cannot be expected to take 
over every old and unwanted building which is worth pre- 
serving, and it is difficult to escape the conclusion that we 
may be faced with the loss of many more of these possessions. 
Two helpful steps would be (1) to make the financial help 
available to owners better known, and (2) to increase the 
amount of money annually available for grant. £250,00, 


though better than nothing, is clearly inadequate to the need. 








“I never thought they could land literally on a 
pocket-handkerchief.”’ 
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NOTES & NEWS 


NEW LIFE FOR OLD HOUSES 


E Ministry of Housing and Local 

Government are to be congratulated on 
their enterprise in building a terrace of 
four houses in central London to demon- 
strate the possibilities of conversion and 
improvement with the aid of Government 

ts, for if the scheme is to be a success 
it is essential that as many people as 
possible should know about it. 

No such scheme can be perfect, but 
some of the criticisms made appear to be 
unnecessarily carping. It has been 
contended that the Ministry has con- 
yeniently forgotten the question of the 
basement just because, apparently, veri- 
similitude in the demonstration houses 
did not extend to the construction of 
basements. In fairness it should be 
pointed out that a prominently displayed 
notice stated that basements would not 
be converted for habitation but would be 
used for storage purposes. 

The demonstration houses, which were 
illustrated in The Builder of June 11, are 
in Holles-street, off Oxford-street. They 
are to be visited next Monday, June 28, 
by the LMBA’s Maintenance Builders’ 
Committee. 


HELICOPTERS OVER LONDON 


LoNDONERS generally have received 
with mixed feelings the news that the 
Government has established a “ pro- 
visional’’? aerodrome for helicopters on 
the South Bank and so relaxed the regula- 
tions as to allow these machines a passage 
above the Thames at a minimum height 
of 500 ft., and they have not felt reassured 
by the official statement that one of the 
reasons for the relaxation is to test the 
public reaction to noise. Used as they are 
to the roar of traffic and the din of pneu- 
matic drills, they wonder if a nuisance to 
millions is justified for the sake of allowing 
a handful of people quicker access to the 
city’s centre. 

Many would agree with the views put 
forward by The Times: ‘‘'The helicopter 
looks like being, increasingly, a great 
public boon. But it can, unless care is 
taken, degenerate into a great public 
nuisance . . . simply to add noise and 
congestion in the air to noise and conges- 
tion on the roads will be to jump out of 
the frying pan into the fire.” 


CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 


AT THE first meeting in London, on 
June 18, of the newly-constituted joint 
consultative committee of architects, 
quantity surveyors and builders—formed 
to meet recommendations contained in 
the recently published report of the joint 
committee on tendering procedure—Mr. 
G. W. Grosvenor, president of the NFBTE, 
was elected chairman. Sub-committees 
formed at the meeting will report back 
to the joint consultative committee. 


A’STUDENTS’ WELCOME 


AN UNUSUAL reception was given Sir 
Hugh Casson, FRIBA, when he arrived 
in Birmingham on June 15 to give a talk 


to students of the Birmingham School of 
Architecture. 
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At Snow Hill Station he was met not 
by members of the school staff, who had 
been put off the scent by a bogus wire 
which read ‘ Arriving by car,’’ but by 
students who had brought with them an 
ancient motor hearse, which they have 
converted into a car for the purpose of a 
Continental holiday. 

More students had gathered at the 
entrance to the school, where Sir Hugh 
was met with banners and musical 
instruments and conducted up the stairs 
under a guard of honour holding T- 
squares. After all these things he still 
succeeded in giving his talk. 


£5m. SHOPPING CENTRE 


BIRMINGHAM is planning a £5,000,000 
redevelopment plan for what is known as 
the “ Big Top” site, an area of about 
three acres which was bombed in 1941. 
Cotton, Ballard and Blow have been 
appointed architects for the development 
as a major shopping centre. 'T’. P. Bennett 
and Son are to be appointed consultant 
architects. 

It is thought that the roofs of some of 
the buildings may be used as helicopter 
landing grounds. 


CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUND 


A REMOTE corner of the open-air 
swimming baths at Endell-street, Holborn, 
was the scene of a simple ceremony on 
Monday morning (June 21) when a new 
playground for very small children was 
officially opened. 

Aptly named “‘ Toddlers Corner,”’ the 
area has been cleverly planned by Mr. 
S. A. G. Cook, ARIBA, the Borough 
Architect, and members of his staff. 
It represents a harbour scene in miniature 
formed round a sandpit. Mural panels 
depicting boats with brightly-coloured 
sails surround the area and help to create 
a seaside atmosphere. 

Facilities such as this playground 
provides are badly needed in Holborn. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Messrs. E. C. HARRIS AND PARTNERS, chartered 
quantity surveyors, of 3, Bedford-square, London, 
WC1, announce that their telephone number has been 
changed to Langham 8521 (10 lines). 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, Fune 24, 1854 


THE TYNE PIERS AND HARBOURS OF 
REFUGE.—The foundation stone of these 
great works, at the mouth of the river 
Tyne, was laid last week with much 
ceremony by the,chairman of the Tyne 
Commissioners, in presence of an imposing 
procession of corporations, commissioners, 
Trinity House brethren, pilots, etc. 








COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, JUNE 28 
RIBA.—AGM of Library Group. 
place, W1. 6 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, #UNE 30 


RIBA.—Presentation of Housing Medal Awards 
for 1954 by Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister of Housing 


66, Portland- 


and Local Government. 66, Portland-place, W1. 
3 p.m. 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—Discussion on “A 
Policy for the AA.” 34, Bedford-square, WCl. 7.30 


p.m. 
SATURDAY, FULY 3 
BUILDING RESEARCH STATION.—Opening of exhibi- 
tion prepared by BRS for British Architects Confer- 
ence. 66, Portland-place, W1. (Mondays to Fridays, 
10 to 7; Saturdays, 10 to 5.) Continuing until July 17. 
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MEMORIAL TO ALCOCK AND 
BROWN. On the thirty-fifth anni- 
versary of the completion of their 
historic flight, a memorial was unveiled 
at London Airport on June 15 by 
Mr. Lennox-Boyd, the Minister of 
Transport and Civil Aviation, to Sir 
ohn Alcock and Sir Arthur Whitten- 
Brown, who made the first direct air 
crossing of the Atlantic. Temporarily, 
the memorial is on a site adjoining the 
marshalling apron, where it will be 
seen by passengers arriving from over- 
seas. About the end of 1955 it will be 
transferred to its permanent position 
in the as yet incomplete central terminal 
area. The memorial is the work of Mr. 
William McMillan, RA. 





CORRESPONDENCE 
BRITISH ARCHITECTURAL 


GUILD 
To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—Certain references have been 


made in the technical Press to the 
‘“‘ unfortunate timing ”’ on the part of this 
Association when it assisted in the forma- 
tion of the British Architectural Guild. 
It may be of interest to establish once 
and for all the relevant dates at which 
decisions concerning the British Archi- 
tectural Guild were taken by the Council 
of my Association. 

1. Our Architects’ Committee was 
charged by Council to investigate the 
possible formation of an independent 
body to represent the interests of 
salaried architects, at a Council meeting 
held May 15, 1953. 


2. On September 19, 1953, the 
Architects’ Committee issued an interim 
report to Council, based upon its 
findings, and was authorised by Council 
to continue with its investigations. 

3. As a result of these investigations, 
Council, at a meeting held January 23, 
1954, resolved to accept a recommenda- 
tion from the Architects’ Committee 
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that I be instructed to lend whatever 
assistance was necessary to the forming 
of such a body. 

At the same meeting, my Council 
agreed that the aims, objects and rules 
of the suggested new body, as drafted 
and submitted, were such as to warrant 
this Association’s support within the 
terms of its Articles of Association. 

4. On February 4, 1954, the pro- 
posed aims and objects of the Guild 
were submitted to the Registrar of 
Friendly Societies, with an application 
for the registration of the title, ‘‘ The 
British Architectural Guild’’; permission 
was given immediately for the use of 
that name. 

Immediate steps were then taken to 
implement the requirements of the 
Trade Union Acts, in the submission 
of printed documents for registration. 


It was not until March 2, 1954, that 
this Association learned of the issue by the 
Royal Institute of British Architects of a 
questionnaire on the subject of salaried 
architects, of which it had no fore- 
knowledge whatsoever. 

It should, moreover, be added that 
although this Association had established 
the necessity for the setting up of an 
independent body to deal with the 
problems of salaried architects, the Asso- 
ciation, in view of the questionnaire issued 
by the Royal Institute, advised the newly 
formed Guild to withhold announcing its 
formation until after the closing date for 
the return of that questionnaire, precisely 
in order to obviate prejudicing in any way 
the replies by members of the Royal 
Institute. R. F. IstTep, 

General Secretary, 
Incorporated Association of Architects and 
Surveyors, 


75, Eaton-place, SW1. 


OFFICIAL ARCHITECTURE, 
CAMBRIDGE 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—May I refer to an advertisement 

in The Builder of June 18 as under : 

** City of Cambridge, Chief Assistant 
Architect, Grade X—Applications are invited 
for the above appointment on Grade X ({£920- 
£1,050). 

“This officer will be responsible to the 
City Surveyor for the design and construction 
of all architectural work, including schools, 
houses, flats, redevelopment schemes, 
libraries, etc., and will have under his 
direction an architectural staff of about 
seventeen assistants.” 

Surely the above and similar advertise- 
ments constitute sufficient justification for 
making the appointment of City and 
Borough Architects a statutory obliga- 
tion? Attempts to obtain the services 
of architects at a debased remuneration 
will continue until a union is established 
and loyally supported, through which 
legislation can be obtained to stop the 
degrading of the architect’s status by 
some local authorities and industrial 
undertakings. 

This advertisement could never have 
been published with any chance of 
obtaining a suitable applicant had a union 
existed to protect the interests of the 
profession. 

Doucias W. RICHARDSON. 

124, Kentmere-av., St. Helens, Lancs. 
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AGEING BUILDING WORKERS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I have read with interest your 
article (last week’s issue) on a 
publication by the Nuffield Foundation of 
the results of an inquiry made amongst 
ageing building workers. I have not had 
the pleasure of reading this study, but 
the heading ‘‘ Ageing Workers’’ gives 
one food for a considerable amount of 
thought. 

A craftsman who earns his livelihood 
throughout his life, mainly with his hands, 
under present day conditions has very 
little opportunity to put a little on one 
side for the time when he is no longer 
able to carry on with his labours. Surely 
it is time, in this enlightened age, that 
something concrete and fundamental 
should be done for these ageing craftsmen. 
Also, as an added incentive to attract the 
youth of to-day into the building industry, 
surely the Government should take the 
lead and formulate a pension scheme to 
cover all building trade employees, so 
that, when they have to lay down their 
tools, they have enough coming in to give 
them that sense of independence and 
security which they cannot have with 
their 32s. 6d. per week old age pension. 

I fully agree with the suggestion of 
redeploying aged and infirm workers 
until they reach their retiring age of 65. 
A man who has worked hard all his 
working life, is entitled to a few years of 
retirement on reaching the age of 65. 
If the building industry were made more 
secure and attractive and brought into 
line with other major industries, the 
apprentices would be forthcoming. Unless 
the Government takes some constructive 
action in this matter, I cannot see any 
future improvement in recruitment. 

A. W. OLIver (Clerk of Works). 

82, Wood-road, Compton, Staffs. 


LEGAL POSITION OF SURVEYOR 
To the Editor of The Builder 


gga should like to offer some com- 

ments on the letter from A. J. W. 
in your issue of June 4 on the legal 
position of the quantity surveyor under 
the Government form of contract. Cer- 
tainly, the status of the surveyor under 
the Government form compares un- 
favourably with his status under the RIBA 
form, but the practical implications of this 
should not be exaggerated. Although the 
surveyor is referred to as the “‘ superintend- 
ing officer’s representative,” he is still an 
independent professional man, and the 
SO is not entitled to give instructions 
which would conflict with his duty to 
exercise an independent professional judg- 
ment. For that reason I think that it is 
not altogether appropriate to describe 
the surveyor as the “‘ servant’ of the SO. 

However that may be, the relationship 
between the surveyor and the SO was not 
the problem with which I was dealing in 
your issue of May 28. Reference to that 
issue will show that the question put to 
me was the duty of the surveyor towards 
the Government department concerned, 
not his position vis-a-vis the SO. I 
repeat what I said in that issue that the 
quantity surveyor is in the same position 
as the architect or SO—that is, during the 
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progress of the contract, he is the servant 
or agent of the employer, but that when 
it comes to the final certificate he must act 
in a quasi-judicial capacity and act i:npar. 
tially towards the employer and the con. 
tractor. Your LEGAL CORRESPONDENT, 


ARCHITECTURE AWARD 


THE JuRY entrusted by the Royal 
Institute of British Architects with the 
award of the London Architecture Bronze 
Medal have made their -award, for the 
year ended December 31 last, in favour of 
the New Out-Patients’ Building, §¢, 
James’s Hospital, Balham, SW17, de- 
signed by Messrs. A. H. Devereux and 
E. L. W. Davies, FF.RIBA. The building 
was illustrated in The Builder of January 8, 
1954. 


HOUSING MEDAL AWARDS 


Mr. Harotp MAcMILLAN, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, wilh 
present the Housing Medal Awards for 
1954 at the RIBA, 66, Portland-place, 
W1, on June 30 at 3 p.m. 


CHATSWORTH FOR THE NATION 


THERE is good reason to believe that 
following ‘negotiations between the Duke 
of Devonshire and the Government, 
Chatsworth and its contents will now pass 
to the nation in lieu of death duties and, 
like Ham House, Osterley Park and 
Apsley House, be taken under the charge 
of the Director of the Victoria and Albert 
Museum. 

The present mansion dates from 1687 
and, although mainly designed by William 
'Talman, embodies the work of other hands, 
including probably those of the first 
Duke himself, Burlington and, much 
later, Sir Jeffry Wyatville. The exterior 
is not great architecture—in point of 
fact, it is rather uninspired Palladianism— 
but there are many handsome interiors 
housing a priceless collection of furniture 
and art treasures. The gardens, it will be 
recalled, were laid out by Paxton, whose 
great conservatory there gave him the 
idea for the Crystal Palace. At a time 
when so many great estates are being 
broken up it is comforting to know that 
one of the finest is to be preserved intact. 


MISS M. C. SOLOMON 


THE APPEARANCE in the Birthday 
Honours List of the name of Miss M. C. 
Solomon gives great pleasure to those 
who know of her work over the years for 
the Housing Centre, of which she is 
Secretary. As the rallying point of so 
many interested in housing—from 
design and layout standpoints no les 
than from the political and social angles— 
the Housing Centre has done trojan 
work for years, and behind its keen com- 
mittees and staff has been Miss Solomon. 
Her MBE is indeed deserved. 


GLAMORGAN COUNTY 
ARCHITECT 


GiamorcaN County Counc. invite 
applications by July 17 for the post 
Assistant County Architect at a s 
of £1,350 x £50—£1,600. Details will 
be found elsewhere. 
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ARCHITECT, SCULPTOR & CLIENT 


A Discussion at the Architectural Association 


THE relationship of architect, sculptor and 
client, with special reference to a recent 
work of Epstein, was the subject of dis- 
cussion at a meeting of the Architectural 
Association, held on April 28. The princi- 
pal speaker was MR. Louis Osman, FRIBA. 
Sir Hugh Casson, FRIBA, was in the chair. 


The recent bridge in Cavendish-square 
with its great Madonna and Child demon- 
strated, said Mr. Osman, a number of prin- 
ciples, and he recounted the history of the 
project. He stressed that architecture and 
sculpture were one conception and dependent 
the one on the other. The work had been 
hailed by critics as an unusual success and 
the speaker attributed this in great measure 
to the almost ideal relationship which had 
existed between client, architect and sculptor. 
The architect had considered the sculpture 
as an integral and essential part of his 
design, which would be meaningless without 
it. The site, with its existing Georgian build- 
ings, set a number of special problems. 


In the early eighteenth century, a great 
axis was planned northwards from Burling- 
ton House through Hanover- and Cavendish- 
squares. The axis was to have led to a 
great mansion for the Duke of Chandos on 
the north side of Cavendish-square, and 
beyond that across Marylebone Pond to the 
twin hills of Highgate and Hampstead. The 
project was, however, abandoned. In the 
1760s twin blocks of houses, separated by a 
narrow mews only 20 ft. wide, were built 
on the site and it seems that stone prepared 
for the Duke of Chandos’ house may have 
been used. This would explain the houses 
being built in the style of the 1720s. Each 
of the twin blocks comprised two houses, 
two front doors being on the Square, and 
two in the Mews which separated them. 
Thus, the great axis ended in a muddle of 
slummy garages and flats converted from 
the old stables. Since the last century, an 
Order of Nuns had occupied one of the twin 
blocks and subsquently had purchased one of 
_ the two houses of the block on the other 
i side of the Mews. Messrs. Weatherby, the 
_ owner of the fourth house, agreed to co- 
| operate in a general scheme of restoration 
after the war, so that the whole of the 
fagades could be treated together. 


Mr. Osman said that during the war one 
of the houses had been completely gutted, 
and he had been asked to rebuild it. There 
_ Was no connecting link between the houses 
» ¢xcept in the basement, so that he suggested 

that a bridge should span the Mews, thus 
linking the three houses in one occupation 
into one whole, making the plan work hori- 
zontally and permitting the large rooms re- 
quired by the nuns to be constructed in the 
gutted building. The buttressing effect of the 
new bridge would allow the internal cross 
walls to be omitted 


THE FOCAL POINT 


Mr. Osman’s design envisaged the bridge 
as a new culmination of the great north axis 


and the group of sculpture as the focal point 
of the whole conception. Clearly the import- 
ance of the site would demand a masterpiece 
from the sculptor. Mr. Osman said that 
this Sir Jacob Epstein had produced. Two 
things had intrigued the architect. One was 
that the bridge itself was recessed between 


the buildings; thus the further recession of 
the sculpture in a niche would have been 
wrong, and it should be brought forward, 
suspended free of the wall face. The other 
was that a great group of sculpture weigh- 
ing perhaps three or five tons would have 
to be carried over an arch which would 
eliminate all visible means of support. The 
sculpture would thus have to have dynamic 
levitation of its own, and appear uncon- 
cerned with gravity. These facts in them- 
selves suggested a religious theme. How 
fortunate and strange it was, as Mr. Summer- 
son had pointed out, that these twin blocks 
should have been built in the odd way in 
which they were, and that the present occu- 
pants should be a religious community. 


The lecturer said that he was convinced 
that only Epstein of all contemporary sculp- 
tors could fulfil the many diverse require- 
ments and produce a work of the scale re- 
quired and one in scale and harmony with 
the Palladian buildings. He wrote asking 
Epstein if he would be interested in the pro- 
ject although there was no money available 
and no likelihood of a commission in the 
normal sense. Epstein at once produced a 
sketch which interpreted exactly the archi- 
tect’s conception, a work which as Sir 
Kenneth Clark, Lord Crawford, Lord Rosse 
and Sir John Rothenstein in an appeal letter 
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to The Times, said was “ one of outstanding 
beauty and dignity, entirely appropriate to 
its setting and . . . one of the finest pieces 
of sculpture permanently exhibited in Lon- 
don.” 


Epstein began the work. The nuns them- 
selves agreed to make a contribution to the 
total costs, which would obviously far exceed 
what they could afford, and collected £500. 
The Arts Council were enabled to add 
another £500 from moneys earmarked for 
permanent works of art in connection with 
the Festival of Britain. The public appeal 
had had very great success, but a further 
£1,000 was still required. 


As to the material in which the work was 
carried out, the architect specified that it 
should be a modelled work cast in lead, not 
bronze which, in the position in which the 
sculpture was planned, would make a green 
stain upon the Portland stone. The lead was 
obtained from the house which had been 
gutted and was being rebuilt and _ re- 
modelled, but lead was not strong enough 
to support its own weight. The lead skin, 
cast by Mr. Gaskin, of the Art Bronze 
Foundry, was carried on a _ complicated 
bronze skeleton devised between the archi- 
tect and Mr. Saunders, of Stoner and Saun- 
ders, the lead casters, who advised through- 
out on the technical problems involved. The 
result was an interesting example of what 
he (Mr. Osman) felt was the correct relation 
of structure to skin—structure inside and 
skin outside. Sir David Eccles, Minister of 
Works, saw the statue, which was approved 


The ‘‘Madonna and Child” in Cavendish-square, London, described by 
Mr. Osman as “ Epstein’s Masterpiece. 
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under the Public Statues Act, and afterwards 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer unveiled it. 


CRITICISM 


The lecturer stressed the importance of the 
sculptor having completed his _ original 
plaster before the bridge was publicised so 
that he was sheltered until his work was 
complete from scurrilous criticism which 
cannot but affect any artist while he is at 
work. Uninformed criticism was the more 
to be expected with a work of religious art, 
and this was warded off until the work was 
complete. Since its unveiling the work has 
had great praise and is generally regarded as 
Epstein’s masterpiece. 

The president said the success of the 
architect in getting sculpture applied to the 
building was a tribute to Mr. Osman’s per- 
sistence. Most of those present would agree 
that the Madonna and Child was Epstein’s 
finest work. 


ARCHITECTURE NEEDS SCULPTURE 


Mr. H. T. CapBury-BRown, FRIBA, pro- 
posing a vete of thanks, said Mr. Osman 
was to be thanked not only for his lecture, 
but also for getting the sculpture done. 
Architecture was not sufficient in_ itself 
without sculpture. There had been a tend- 
ency in the last few years for sculpture to 
get out of doors and stand in the sun and 
rain; for too long previously it had been 
left in the Tate Gallery. Another point was 
that the average architect, when he thought 
of sculpture in relation to his building, 
thought of Henry Moore or Epstein, but in 
a vernacular style of architecture we should 
be content with a vernacular style of 
sculpture. Only by having more sculpture 
was there a chance of some of it being good. 


OPEN-AIR SCULPTURE 


Sir HuGuH Casson said that in recent years 
in London we had had more encouragement 
to have sculpture in the open air. He 
called on Mrs. A. Louise Reeve (vice-chair- 
man of the Parks Committee of London 
County Council) to second the vote of 
thanks. 

Mrs. REEVE said that London and other 
cities were a tribute to the industry of archi- 
tects, and architects were employed in the 
Parks Department of the LCC, their work 
being concerned with open spaces and build- 
ings thereon. She continued: “If I had to 
limit myself to the subject of sculpture in 
relation to architecture I think I could show 
that the LCC had made some effort to bring 
these two arts into relationship, particularly 
in school building; but as vice-chairman of 
the committee which has been responsible 
for the open-air exhibitions of sculpture 
organised by the LCC, I would like to extend 
the discussion into this field.” 

These open-air exhibitions had not only 
stimulated a tremendous public interest in 
sculpture, they had also shown the architects 
a range of work from prominent sculptors 
all over the world. The first exhibition 
arranged in co-operation with the Arts 
Council, was held in Battersea Park in 1948 
on an attractive site beside a boating lake 
with its setting of shrubs and fine forest 
trees. Forty-three major sculptural works 
were shown in these beautiful natural sur- 
roundings, and during a single summer 
150,000 people, including many from the 
provinces and abroad, visited the exhibition. 
Again, in 1951, notwithstanding the counter 
attraction of the Festival Gardens, a second 
exhibition brought 110,000 visitors to look 
at sculpture. 

This year the Council had arranged a 
third exhibition. It would be held in the 
new Holland Park, Kensington, which was 
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recently opened to give this part of London 
a new open space. This year the sculpture 
exhibition would not only have a natural 
woodland setting, a sylvan site, but it might 
be possible also, if work progressed favour- 
ably, to place some of the sculpture in rela- 
tion to the various terraces and walls. 


DISCUSSION 


Questions were asked as to whether 
Epstein had expressed what the nuns had 
asked him to express. Were they pleased? 
Mr. Osman replied that the nuns had in- 
fluenced the work considerably. But they 
had not tried to interfere with the sculptor 
while he was working. An architect or 
sculptor knew better than his clients how to 
express their feelings in architecture or sculp- 
ture. He should certainly not disregard their 
wishes, but should express their ideas in his 
own language. 

Among the points raised in the discussion 
that followed was one to the effect that every 
artist experienced a difficulty in producing 
a sketch complete in detail and only requir- 
ing to be enlarged later on. The sketch was 
only to clear the artist’s ideas, and to a 
certain extent the client must take the artist 
on trust. 

One speaker, dealing with the point that 
there were many young sculptors who could 
not get the chance to show what they could 
do, suggested that architects should employ 
such a young sculptor at a wage. 

Another suggestion was that the best way 
for architects and sculptors to get to know 
each other was to have them trained in the 
same school. Thus they would grow up 
knowing each other’s problems. 

A point was made by one speaker that not 
every architect had the forceful personality 
of Mr. Osman. What usually happened 
when sculpture was suggested was that a sub- 
committee was appointed to find out what 
the sculptor’s work was like. The sculptor 
produced a sketch, but 90 per cent. of these 
sketches fell by the wayside. 

SiR HuGH Casson said the moral of the 
debate was that we should not get much 
further in sculpture unless there was some- 
one—architect, sculptor or client—with great 
initiative and energy, whose personal 
enthusiasm would overcome the difficulties 
standing in the way. 


LCC CENTRAL SCHOOL 


OF ARTS AND CRAFTS 


A Stimulating Exhibition 


HE County Hall has had a run of 
exhibitions for which it is not too well 
adapted. Apart from its Babbitt-warren 
plan, this is mainly a matter of congruity 
in atmosphere. Except for memories of 
a jazz concert at the Alexandra Palace, I 
can hardly think of a more surrealistic 
setting for anything lively, young and 
realistic than the LCC’s Conference Hall. 
The LCC Central School of Arts and 
Crafts’ exhibition to accompany the 
presentation of diplomas there is best 
regarded as “ background ”’ to that event, 
for the benefit of councillors and officials 
too busy to emerge from that labyrinth, 
but I hope it will not have been their first 
introduction to the work of a school of 
which London is justifiably proud. 

The Central has a special place in our 
affections as well as regard, and now offers 
far more than lip-service to commerce 
and industry. It is, moreover, a useful 
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“opposition bench” (in the - strictly 
parliamentary sense—perhaps “ comple. 
mentary factor’? would be truer) to the 
RCA, whose accomplished graduates 
sometimes seem secretly a little overaweq 
both by the academic atmosphere they 
are to leave and the hurly-burly they are 
to enter, like the star contributor to , 
university magazine about to join ap 
advertising agency. 

The Central’s is the “‘ rougher ”’ vintage, 
but by the same token, perhaps, a fuller. 
bodied and more digestible infusion. (Of 
the various departments whose work was 
available for tasting, the pottery showed 
balance between what would be quite at 
home in the smoother West End shops, 
and ‘“‘ shaggier’’ experiments such as q 
sectional, ceramic convection heater which 
can contain a gas-ring, electric element 
orevenaprimus. Furniture and interiors 
were both original (on the whole) and 
practical : freshness and a sense of texture 
and quality of materials is made com. 
patible with workmanlike and _ accurate 
presentation. 


TEXTILE DESIGNS 


Several textiles were welcomely un- 
hackneyed and not mere “ design to be 
printed on almost anything,’’ for the 
structure and weave of cloth is as well 
studied as pattern and colour. An interest- 
ing development was a design made direct 
on the screen, analogous to the drawing 
direct on the lithographic stone and with 
the same possibilities in the exploitation 
of “‘ accidents of the plate.”’ 

Printing and graphic design were notable 
again for realism and_ usability—such 
subjects as Don Camillo are chosen for 
essays. ‘The relationship between calli- 
graphy and typography is well-established. 
Modern jewellery and metalwork generally 
drive me with relief to the Mycenaean and 
Etruscan treasures of the BM, and | 
cannot say fairer than that the Central 
students’ work did not. The stage design 
combines “‘ working drawings ”’ intelligible 
to the dumbest wardrobe hand, with a 
more impressionist type of diagram in 
itself good to look at: ‘‘ props,’’ which 
can make or mar a production, are not 
overlooked. 

Painting I neglect here, because it 
seems to some extent incidental to what 
is increasingly shaping itself towards 
industrial design training. This at the 
Central seems eminently on the beam 
in so far as a school can provide the 
essentials, and includes _ interspersing 
actual working product design with 
‘loosening exercises’? in pure formal 
arrangement, valuable against the de- 
humanising effect of too much engineering. 
“Machinery sculpture’ is a_ brilliant 
inspiration to link the two. 

This important department staged 4 
follow-up at the school itself, under the 
title ‘‘ Designed and Manufactured . . ., 
telling the life-story of a product from 
conception to production. The sneak pre- 
view I was afforded makes me hope that 
those whose appetite was whetted by the 
County Hall show will have visited this 
one, and that this note may catch the eye 
of some readers before the show closes 
at Southampton Row at 4 p.m. to-day 
(June 25). Basit MarriomTt. 
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The entrance hall, looking to entrance door. 


ST. COLUMBA’S 


(CHURCH OF SCOTLAND) 
PONT STREET, SW 


Architect 
SIR EDWARD MAUFE, RA 


Consulting Engineers 


BYLANDER & WADDELL 


Builders 
DOVE BROTHERS, LTD 





Below : the secondary staircase. 
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T. COLUMBA’S Church is well on the way to being 
rebuilt after its complete destruction in the war. 
The hall and club rooms are already in occupation, while 
the church itself is being built above. We are happy to 
give some illustrations of the completed hall and lower 
parts of the building. The new St. Columba very 
fully occupies its site, the church itself being raised as a 
shrine above the hall with its vestries, kitchens and all 
those rooms so necessary for the social activities of the 
Church of Scotland in London, but approach is easy 
either by one of three internal stone stairways, or by a lift. 


The building is in Portland stone, extremely simple in 
mass and line, with a tower on the central axis of Pont- 
street as in the old church. The design derives its signifi- 
cance from its own traditions, with no conscious copying 
of the past, but Scottish strength and spirit have been kept 
in mind throughout. The foundation stone was laid by 
Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother on July 4, 1950. It 


MEMORIAL 
TRANSEPT 
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is hoped that the whole church will be completed by the 
spring of next year. Carvings are by Mr. Vernon Hill, 
the lettering on the foundation stone being by Mr. 
Barry Hart. Sub-contractors and suppliers were: 


Stonework, J. Bysouth, Ltd.; bricks, the Sussex and Dorking Unite< 
Brick Companies, Ltd.; metal windows, C. E. Welstead, Ltd.;_ stee! 
reinforcement, Helical Bar and Engineering Co., Ltd.; chains, pulleys for 
sashes, Phodes Chains, Ltd. ; heating, Rosser and Russell, Ltd. ; electrical 
installation, Barlow and Young, Ltd.; gas services, North Thames Gas 
Board ; cast lead rainwater heads and pipes, Stoner and Saunders, Ltd. ; 
sanitary fittings, John Bolding and Sons, Ltd. ; paving ‘‘ Silex’’ York stone 
Joseph Brooke and Sons; Purbeck Portland stone paving, J. Whitehead 
and Sons, Ltd.; flooring, Hollis Bros., Ltd. ; tiling, Carter and Co. (Lon- 
don), Ltd.; Biancola flooring, Art Pavements and Decorations, Ltd. ; 
cork tiles, G. Stephenson and Co., Ltd.; fibrous plaster work, Clark and 
Fenn, Ltd , and G. Jackson and Sons, Ltd. ; door furniture, Yannedis and 


Co.,Ltd. ; railings, William Pickford, Ltd. ; sliding and folding partition, 


Esavian, Ltd.; fireplaces, Bratt Colbran, Ltd.; sub-floor, Horace W. 
Cullum and Co., Ltd.; mats, Nuway Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; strong- 
room door and ventilators, Hobbs Hart and Co., Ltd.; chairs, Pel, 
Ltd. ; expanded metal lathing, The Expanded Metal Co., Ltd. ; furnishings, 
Heal’s Contracts, Ltd.; silver-gilt panels on beams, The Rowley 
Gallery, Ltd.; stage lighting, The Strand Electric and Engineering Co., 
Ltd.; fire protection, Antifyre, Ltd.; and lighting fittings, Troughton and 
Young (Knightsbridge), Ltd., and Edison Swan Electric Co., Ltd. 





Upper-floor (church) plan. Below : lower-floor (hall) plan. 
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The main hall, looking west. Below : main hall entrance. 
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The entrance hall. The floor is of Purbeck Portland freestone. The carving is by Vernon Hill. Below : 


another view. Column caps and bases are of Ancaster stone, shafts in Hornton stone. The walls are in 
Ancaster stone. 
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The chapel. View from the choir transept. Below: general view of the chapel, which has off-white walls and Italian 
pink ceiling. 


ST. COLUMBA’S (CHURCH OF SCOTLAND), PONT STREET, SW1 
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View of north elevation 
from service roadway. 


UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, LONDON: PHYSICS WING 


Architect 
A. E. RICHARDSON, RA (RICHARDSON & HOUFE) 


Consulting Engineers ( foundations, steelwork & r.c. concrete) 
COLLINS & MASON 


Consulting Engineers (electrical work) 


BARLOW LESLIE & PARTNERS 


fhe building is part of the general scheme of 
extensions developed by the college planning 
committee for the completion and modernisation of 
the college and as a further contribution to the re- 
building following war damage. It is the first portion 
of a complete scheme to satisfy the requirements of 
the Department of Physics and is situated at the rear 
of the Main Building opening on to Gower Place. 
The remainder of the project will be undertaken when 
existing temporary structures can be demolished. 

The building has the lower ground and ground 
floors as research laboratories, the first, second and 
third floors as teaching laboratories, with the fourth 
floor divided into lecture theatre, offices and small 
laboratories for the teaching staff. 

‘The floors are served from the new north junction 
staircase and by the two lifts which were erected to 


Consulting Engineers (heating & hot water) 
ROGER PRESTON & PARTNERS 


Builders 
DOVE BROTHERS, LTD. 


serve both buildings, the main access keing obtained 
by entrance through the main building and cloisters. 
The building, generally, is of steel frame con- 
struction with solid reinforced concrete floors, the 
facings are in Kentish stocks with flush pointed joints 
and Pertland stone dressings to windows with cornices 
matching, and continuing a line throughout the run 
of new buildings back to the main (Wilkins) building. 

The roof is of concrete construction insulated with 
cork, covered with copper. A continuous lay light 
over the central corridor on the top floor gives light to 
the rear of the rooms over the top of the corridor 
false ceiling. 

The sashes throughout are of heavy section alum- 
inium specially treated to resist corrosion. 

The lower ground floor, which is 16 ft. 6 in. high 
between floor and ceiling, is divided into special 
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research laboratories on the north side and one con- 
tinuous laboratory on the south side, with an overhead 
travelling crane running the full length of the building 
This portion of the building has a granolithic floor. 
All other floors are covered in linoleum. 

The whole of the very extensive plumbing and waste 
runs are enclosed behind the stone trim to the windows 
by means of purpose-built ducts formed in brickwork 
covered in hardboard panels to provide ready access 
for alterations and repairs. "These ducts also house 
the water, gas, oxygen and compressed air services 
as well as the rising mains to the various electrical 
services required in an up-to-date physics building. 

The heating system adopted was the invisible 
panel system embedded in the ceilings. 'To provide 
for ready suspension and temporary fixing of apparatus, 
steel channel inserts were fixed in three rows to all 
available wall space. Plugged to brickwork, they 
finish flush with the plaster face. All walls and 
ceilings are painted with emulsion paint. The 
laboratories have been fitted throughout with the 
latest and most up-to-date equipment, as well as a 
comprehensive electric supply and distribution system. 
Following is a list of sub-contractors :— 

Steelwork, Dorman Long and Co., Ltd. ; stone, Bath and 
Portland Stone Firms, Ltd. ; asphalt, Limmer and Trinidad 
Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd. ; copper roofing, Holloway Metal 
Roofs, Ltd. ; aluminium windows, Monk Metal Window 
Co. ; plumbing and fittings for laboratories, Chas. Hearson 
and Co., Ltd. ; electric fittings, Troughton and Young, Ltd.; 
cast leadwork, Stoner and Saunders, Ltd.; heating, 
Rosser and Russell, Ltd. 

Floor covering, Great Metropolitan Flooring Ce. ; 
electrical installation, Barlow and Young, Ltd. ; skirtings, 
Semtex, Ltd. ; fire escape staircase, F. Braby and Co., Ltd. ; 
paint, Hadfield, Ltd. and Mander Bros., Ltd. ; bricks 
(facing), Cement Marketing Co., Ltd. ; railings and balus- 
trades, Wainwright and Waring, Ltd. ; ventilating gear, 
Arens Controls, Ltd.; travelling crane, Herbert Morris, Ltd. 


View of south elevation. 
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A typical laboratory. 


1107 





1108 THE BUILDER June 25 1954 June 25 


A small lecture theatre on top floor. 
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View into top-floor corridor. View of west staircase. 
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View of forecourt and assembly hall. 


SECONDARY MODERN SCHOOL, ROSS-ON-WYE 


for Herefordshire County Council Education Committee 
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Consulting Engineers 
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G. R. NEWCOMBE WILLIAM BOWERS & CO. (HEREFORD), LTD. 


General view from the north-east. 
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Housecraft room. 


HE school stands on a site of about 15 acres on the 

outskirts of Ross and the buildings are placed on 

the high ground at the west end from which all the 

teaching rooms have good views across the playing 

fields and open country beyond, and face slightly 
south of east. 

The school is planned for 500 pupils, eventually all 
boys but temporarily for a mixed school of 250 girls 
and 250 boys. 

The accommodation includes 14  class-rooms, 
science room, art room, two craftrooms, two domestic 
science rooms, library, two handicraft rooms, gymasium 
with changing rooms, entrance and exhibition hall 
and assembly hall : administration block, dining-room 
and kitchen, etc. 

The classrooms and practical rooms are planned on 
two floors, access to the upper floor being by staircases 
between each pair of classrooms, thus eliminating a 
corridor on the first floor and providing clerestory 
lighting to the ground-floor rooms. 

The gymnasium, playgrounds, dining-room, and 
handicraft rooms are situated behind the main build- 
ings to the west. 
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The construction is largely traditional, and is gener- 
ally a combination of load-carrying brickwork and 
welded steel framing. The flat roofs and floors are of 
prestressed concrete beams, with ceilings of suspended 
fibre board. 

The finishings are as follows : Floors to the exhibi- 
tion hall and assembly hall—gurjun wood blocks ; 
administration—gurjun strip flooring ; teaching rooms, 
corridors, dining-room—Semastic tiles ; gymnasium 
—beech strip flooring on timber joists; latrines— 
terrazzo ; kitchen, etc.—quarry tiles. 

The walls, generally, except handicraft room, are 
plastered ; the walls of the assembly hall are panelled 
to a height of 7 ft. ; the lower part of the panelling in 
the exhibition hall opens out to provide table tops for 
display purposes. 

All teaching rooms are fitted with curtains and the 
windows facing west have aluminium lath venetian 
blinds. 

Heating is by low-pressure hot water and all the 
teaching rooms are warmed by Dunham class heaters 
placed in adjoining store rooms. In the assembly 
hall, exhibition hall and corridors convectors are 





Assembly hall. 
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provided, recessed in the walls. There is a complete 
absence of piping or other obstruction in the rooms. 
Pyrotenax cable was used for electricity wiring. 

The amount of the accepted tender (September, 
1950) was £122,250, including the whole of the 
buildings, playground, approach roads and fencing, 
but not laying out of playing fields, nor furniture and 
equipment. The basic cost per place was £228. 
The building was completed in just over two years. 
Following is a list of sub-contractors : 

Heating installation, G. N. Haden and Sons, Ltd. ; 
electrical installation, Conroy and Owen, Ltd. ; structural 
steelwork, Fairfield Shipbuilding and Engineering Co., Ltd.; 
built-up roofing, W. Briggs and Sons, Ltd. ; steel windows, 
Rowe Bros.; concrete duct covers, Bristol Stone and 
Concrete Co.; prestressed floors and roofs, Concrete, 
Ltd. ; asbestos roofing, J. W. Truman ; lavatory cubicles 
and drainage invert blocks, W. E. Farrer, Ltd.; cork 
insulation, Elfix Co. ; suspended ceilings, John Bland and 
Co., Ltd. ; sanitary goods, Southhook Potteries, Ltd. ; 
balustrades, Mountford Bros., Ltd. ; flush doors, W. J. B. 
Halls, Ltd. ; terrazzo cills, Roman Mosaic, Ltd. ; cloak- 
room fittings, A. Brown and Co. 

Semastic and hardwood floors, Horsley Smith and Co., 
Ltd. ; ironmongery, K. S. Neale ; stone dressing, Cotswold 
Dale Stone Co. ; reconstructed stone, Atlas Stone Co., Ltd.; 
stone carving, H. H. Martyn and Co., Ltd.; gates and 
railings, R. E. and C. Marshall and M.A.C.; Warerite 
panels, Warerite, Ltd.; roller shutters, Roller Shutters, 
Ltd. ; Sunuminium blinds, J. Avery and Co., Ltd. ; facing 
bricks, Proctor and Lavender; terrazzo paving, Bristol 
Art Floors, Ltd.; gymnasium equipment, Spencer, 
Heath and George, Ltd. 
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Cloakroom corridor. 


SCHOOL, ROSS-ON-WYE. 


General purpose room. 
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MODEL BUILDING BY-LAWS 


Discussion at the RIBA 


DISCUSSION on the Model Building 
By-laws was held at the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, 66, 
Portland-place, W1, on Tuesday, June 15, 
with the President, Mr. Howard Robertson, 
MC, ARA, SADG, in the chair. 

The President called upon Mr. Richard 
A. Simons, of the Building Research 
Station, to open the discussion, and we 
take the following extracts from the 
remarks of Mr. Simons and others taking 

art. 
' Mr. Srmons said: To those of you 
whose main concern is with the design 
and erection of buildings in England, 
building by-laws will mean either those 
of the London County Council or of local 
authorities outside London, and we can 
take it that the latter are represented by 
the Model By-laws for Buildings issued by 
the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government for the guidance of those 
authorities. To review either of those 
codes would be a long and tedious business, 
and I am quite sure you would not thank 
me if I were to do it. Instead, I propose 
to look at building by-laws in their 
fundamental relationship with the practice 
of architecture. 

It is interesting to look at the examples 
of building regulations that have come 
down to us and to see how, in every age, 
they reflect the state of society they 
served, and the state of knowledge in that 
society. "The earliest known example is 
contained in the Laws of Hammurabi, 
King of Babylon, and they date from 
about 2000 sc. An extract, transcribed 
by Mr. R. F. Harper and recorded in the 
proceedings of the Brooklyn Engineers’ 
Club in 1925, appeared in The Builder 
of December 15, 1950; I will read part 
of it to you, for it is very interesting : 


“If a builder builds a house for a man and do not 
make its construction firm, and the house which he 
has built collapse, and cause the death of the owner 
of the house, the builder shall be put to death. 

“If it cause the death of the son of the owner of 
the house, they shall put to death a son of the builder. 

“Tf it cause the death of a slave of the owner of 
the house, he shall give the owner of the house a 
slave of equal value. 

“If it destroy property, he shall restore whatever 
it destroyed ; and, because he did not make the house 
which he built firm and it collapsed, he shall rebuild 
the house which collapsed at his own expense.” 


That extract is interesting for the 
picture it gives us of a ruthless society, 
but for us tonight it has a particular 
interest, lying in the simplicity of its 
requirement. The legislator made no 
attempt to prescribe the manner in which 
a house should be built, neither did he 
concern himself with details such as the 
thicknesses of walls and the sizes of 
timbers ; for knowledge of the how and 
why of building had not advanced very 
far and, no doubt, he did not know how 
to prescribe them. Instead, he was 
content merely to require that every 
house should adequately perform the only 
function which at that time it was expected 
to perform : it had to stand up. 


A NEW AGE 


After sketching the development of 
attempts to control standards of building 
in the intervening centuries, Mr. Simons 
continued: During the years following 


the First World War, the building in- 
dustry was faced with conditions compar- 
able to those of the last few years, a short- 
age of traditional materials, rising costs 
and a big leeway of building to make up, 
especially in the field of housing. It did 
then what it did again in the 1940’s, 
turned to the development of new materials 
and new ways of building. "Then scientific 
research entered the field of building. 
In 1921 the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research established its Build- 
ing Research Station, an example followed 
since the last war in a number of other 
countries, so that now the Building 
Research Station is only one of many 
organisations which are daily adding to 
our knowledge of matters relating to 
building. And thus to-day we find 
ourselves in a new age, an age of scientific 
discovery and advancing knowledge. New 
ideas, in all spheres of building, follow 
one another with almost bewildering 
rapidity ; the more successful to remain, 
the less successful to disappear almost as 
suddenly as they appeared. 


FREEDOM OF DESIGN 


As a result of all this, the architect can 
adopt a new approach to the designing 
of a building. He no longer needs to 
start, for example, from the hypothesis 
that the walls will be of brick or stone, 
whichever is customary in the particular 
locality, or wishing perhaps to be a little 
different, of timber—provided that he is 
allowed to do it. Instead, he can decide, 
first, the functions the walls must perform, 
then cast around until he finds the form 
of construction that will best meet those 
functions and at the same time will be 
suitable in the particular circumstances 
and not be too costly for the job. He can 
do the same with the other parts of the 
building, its fittings and _ installations, 
until he finishes up with a building which 
itself satisfactorily fulfils its function. 

The former practice of bringing by-laws 
into line with developments after they have 
become accepted can no longer deal with 
such a situation ; the time has come for a 
new conception of building control, based 
on the result that must be achieved instead 
of the manner of its achievement, so that 
controls are directly related to architectural 
practice. As long ago as 1936, when the 
Ministry of Health was revising its Model 
Building By-laws following the Public 
Health Act of that year, the Building 
Research Station suggested that by-law 
requirements should be expressed in 
terms of performance instead of method 
of construction, and an attempt was made 
to do so, but only in a small way. Then, 
after the late war, when the time came 
once again to revise building by-laws, 
further attempts were made both by the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment and by the Department of Health 
for Scotland, this time to extend the 
principle to as many provisions of the 
by-laws as possible. 

The principle as it was developed 
for use in the present models involves 


1115 


three different kinds of by-law, although 
not all of them have been used in every 
case. First, there is a by-law expressed in 
purely functional terms, in such a way 
that its satisfaction is quite independent 
of the use of any particular materials, 
form of construction or method of design. 
An example of such a by-law is, in the 
model of the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government, the first part of the 
by-law relating to load-bearing structures, 
which reads : 


“The load-bearing structure of a building above 
the foundations shall be capable of safely sustaining 
and transmitting the dead load and imposed loads 
and the horizontal and inclined forces to which it 
may be subjected without exceeding the appropriate 
limits of stress for the materials of which it is con- 
structed and without undue deflection.” 

It is often said that there is nothing new 
under the sun. It is curious how we, 
to-day, because our knowledge is so wide 
and our ways of building so varied, have 
turned again to the same method of 
expressing requirements for the control 
of building as were used by Hammurabi 
4,000 years ago, for just the opposite 
reason, that his limited knowledge gave 
him no alternative. 


If it is considered necessary, the 
functional by-law is supported by others 
prescribing the basis of design that must 
be used to achieve the required standard 
of performance in satisfying the functional 
by-law. The second part of the by-law 
that I have already quoted is an example ; 
it requires that loads shall be calculated 
in accordance with rules contained, for the 
sake of convenience, in a schedule to the 
Model. Other examples are the main 
provisions of that part of the same Model 
which relates to fire resistance; in this 
case they are expressed in terms of the 
combustibility or non-combustibility of 
materials and periods of fire resistance of 
elements of structure. 


The third kind of a by-law is of a 
different nature altogether. It describes 
some (it is not exclusive) materials and 
forms of construction whose use, under 
appropriate conditions, will be deemed to 
satisfy by-law requirements proper, which 
are contained in the functional by-laws 
and the performance standards. These 
‘** deemed-to-satisfy ’’ by-laws form, in 
effect, a rule-of-thumb code for the 
guidance of all who do not wish, or who 
have not the necessary knowledge, to use 
technical design methods; at the same 
time they provide a medium through 
which conditions for the use of particular 
materials or forms of construction can be 
imposed. Another feature of the “‘ deemed- 
to-satisfy ’’ by-law is that it provides the 
link between by-laws and British Standards 
and Codes of Practice; many of these 
by-laws accept materials that conform to 
a British Standard, and methods of design 
or construction that comply with a Code 
of Practice. 


COMPROMISE SOLUTION 


The principle, developed and applied 
as I have just described, represents a 
compromise between the two interests, 
each with very different points of view, 
which are most vitally concerned with 


by-laws: the technical and the iegal. 
Technically, the ideal is complete flexi- 
bility with a reasonable minimum standard 
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while the legal ideal is always absolute 
precision. The main difficulty, so far as 
the law is concerned, lies in prescribing, 
with sufficient precision, the “‘ reasonable 
minimum standard ”’ in every case. Being 
a compromise, the application of the 
principle has some very important weak- 
nesses, which can be summed up in the 
one word “ restrictiveness.”’ 


Experience has already shown that, as 
soon as one introduces any sort of specific 
rule related in any way to current practice, 
the old bugbear will appear sooner or 
later. Performance standards are essenti- 
ally related to current practice, and current 


practice is always changing, although 
often the change may be _ hardly 
perceptible. Only by-laws expressed in 


purely functional terms can remain con- 
stant without the need for revision, and 
under them alone can a building be con- 
sidered as a complete entity in relation to 
its site and to neighbouring buildings, 
both actual and potential, which it is so 
very necessary to do under present-day 
conditions. 


And so the problem remains yet to be 
solved : the reconciling of two apparently 
irreconcilable points of view. How it can 
be done, time will show ; the first essential 
is clearly for the two interests to get to- 
gether and co-operate wholeheartedly 
one with the other. Perhaps the law 
will unbend ; and on that note I will close 
with yet another quotation, this time from 
an eminent lawyer of our own time, the 
late Lord Macmillan : 


** Reform of procedure is always a ticklish business, 
for we grow accustomed to the paths we have long 
trodden, however tortuous, and vested interests are 
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apt to grow up around them. But the task must be 
undertaken from time to time if the vehicles of law 
are to keep pace with the changing requirements of 
the age.” 


DISCUSSION 
In the discussion that followed, 
Mr. C. S. WHITE said: The broad 


approach, and the speed with which the 
Ministry decided to tackle the problem, 
has inevitably resulted in a document 
which is, in some respects, perhaps, a 
compromise. ‘The enthusiastic reformer 
is disappointed, whereas the cautious 
traditionalist, and perhaps, to some extent, 
the average country builder, may be 
apprehensive and wonder how and with 
what consistency some of the new wording 
will be interpreted by local authority 
officials. 


Both these points of view are under- 
standable, and no one would claim. that 
the model is perfect. But a serious attempt 
has been made to recognise, and permit 
the use of, materials and methods hitherto 
unrecognised, provided of course that 
they fulfil their functions adequately, and 
so extend the field of authorised building 
techniques to include reliable new ones. 
This is undoubtedly a step in the right 
direction, but much will depend on the 
way local by-laws are brought into line 
with the Model, and particularly on the 
co-operation of officials who administer 
them. 


Two principles appear to me to be of 
vital importance. The first is that reason- 
able flexibility should inspire the wording, 
interpretation and administration of all 
building legislation. The second is that 











BUS GARAGE, ELMERS END : London Transport’s new bus garage has been 


reconstructed after being partially destroyed in 1944 by a flying bomb. 
building is of steel-frame construction with brick facings. 


The 
The parking area and 


the servicing area are roofed by single-span steel trusses supporting pressed steel 
decking. Other areas are roofed by precast concrete units which have also been 


used for the first-floor construction. 


The architects for the work were Messrs. 


Wallis, Gilbert and Partners, in association with Mr. Thomas Bilbow, architect 


to the London Transport Executive. 


The Consulting Engineers were Messrs. 


S. H. and D. E. White, while heating and ventilating work was carried out under the 
supervision of Mr. H. Carter, London Transport’s New Works Engineer. The main 
contractors for the reconstruction works were Messrs. Mullen and Lumsden, Ltd., 


structural steelwork being supplied by Messrs. Redpath, Brown and Co., Ltd. 
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it is the duty of all architects and other 
users, and of all local authority officials 
to take an interest—a critical interest, 
if you like—in new developments and at 
least keep themselves informed. 


Those who have not already done g9 
should study the admirable paper by Messrs, 
W. A. Allen and Edward Mills presented 
at the recent Conference at Torquay, 
This paper* will, I hope, go far to enliven 
the lethargic and encourage, on the other 
hand, the progressive. 

Mr. Leonarp C. HowlTT said: Alt 
architects will welcome the new concep. 
tion of building control which lays down 
fundamental performance requirements, 
leaving it to the developers’ technical 
advisers to devise the means by which 
those requirements shall be met, and to 
the technicians in the local authority’s 
building surveyors’ offices to satisfy 
themselves that the solutions do, in fact, 
achieve their objective. 


“AN INGENIOUS DEVICE” 


The interpretation of the italicised 
“deemed to satisfy’’ clauses in the 
manner of an examination paper that gives 
the possible answers to its own questions, 
is an ingenious device to provide flexi- 
bility and avoid restriction of new methods 
and materials, for there may be several 
correct solutions according to the structural 
system and the materials which the 
architect proposes to employ. 


If advantage is taken of this flexibility, 
not only must the architect be satisfied 
that his proposals meet the fundamental 
requirements but he must also satisfy the 
local authority’s building surveyor that 
they do. 


As Mr. Simons has said, the new by- 
laws in many cases make reference to 
British Standard Specifications and British 
Codes of Practice. Although these Stan- 
dards and Codes are not part of the by- 
laws, at various stages in the building 
progress their terms will need to be known 
and understood ; they cannot be meaning- 
less symbols. ‘They must be understood 
by the architect in preparing his working 
drawings and writing his specifications, 
by the building surveyor who checks the 
deposited plans, by the foreman on the 
job who has to comply with them, by the 
clerk of works and by the authority’s 
inspecting district surveyor. T’o all these, 
numerical symbols would be insufficient 
and the Standards and the Codes must be 
available to be read and studied. 


I can visualise the demand for a com- 
prehensive volume, perhaps of the size of 
Mrs. Beeton’s Book of Household Man- 
agement, except that in this case it will 
need to be a loose-leaf affair to permit the 
amendment and addition of new “te- 
cipes.”’ 


PRECISION OR FLEXIBILITY? 


Mr. GEorGE FAIRWEATHER said : It may 
be a little misleading to suggest that the 
technician and the architect require 
flexibility in building by-laws. I think 
the architect would be very much better 
pleased to have precision in his by-laws. 
The architect has at some stage in his 


—" 





*The Builder, May 28, 1954, 
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work to reach some precision in his con- 
clusions about necessary functions before 
he reaches his final design. 

What is a ‘‘ deemed to satisfy ’’ by-law ? 
We have not, I think, enough experience 
at the present time to find out how it 
is going to work. Does the “ deemed to 
satisfy’ by-law mean that the architect 
or the designer is free to use any suitable 
means for his building, provided that the 
standard indicated in the functional by- 
law is fulfilled? If so, why are they 
included in the by-laws? If they do not 
mean that, then how are we, as designers, 
going to prove the alternatives that we 
may find more appropriate for our pur- 
poses ? 

I suggest that in fact it may be very 
dificult to prove any alternatives in view 
of the fact that it has not been considered 
appropriate at this time to rely on pro- 
fessional opinion and the knowledge of 
the building industry and its integrity to 
devise its own methods and fulfil the 
requirements of the functional by-law 
by such means and processes as it may 
think fit. 

I would like to suggest that between the 
several professions and the _ technical 
skill of the building trade and its opera- 
tives, and with the aid of our research 
organisations, we as a Society have very 
adequate means for developing our tech- 
niques and setting appropriate formule 
for the use of these techniques to fulfil the 
desired standards. I think that our integrity 
should be relied upon to fulfil these 
requirements. I think that it is quite 
sufficient that the by-law should state the 
function and the minimum standards of 
function that should be fulfilled. 


The ‘‘ deemed to satisfy’’ clauses, I 
think, may be helpful or they may be a 
hindrance. I should like to support Mr. 
Simons’s views that they may prove a 
very definite hindrance in our work. 

LCC’s VIEWS 

Mr. Epwin WILtIAMs said: ‘The 
London County Council has for a long 
time now been aware of the problem of 
the clash between performance and law. 
The result is that a lot of the building 
control by the Council is not in the form 
of by-laws at all. In fact, the amount of 
building control in by-laws is very small 
in content in relation to the rest of it. 
And the rest of it might be summarised 
rather along the lines on which Mr. 
Simons suggests that by-laws should in 
future operate. 

Generally speaking, I think the feeling 
of the Council is that it would rather have 
less in the by-laws and more in the Codes 
of Principles than the other way round, 
and probably for this reason: because 
the by-laws have to have that tinge of 
law which makes them rather inflexible. 


That raises another point. Reference 
is frequently being made in the model 
by-laws to British Standards. Not all 
British Standards are empirical ; not all 
of them are scientific. Some of them, if I 
may say so, are a little woolly, and I think 
It is rather dangerous for an important 
authority to rely entirely upon British 
Standards to fall back upon for its yard- 
stick, in the same way that I also feel it 
can be extremely dangerous for the prac- 
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tising architect to write his specification 
rather in the form “‘ Fire resisting doors: 
see British Standards Specification 459,”’ 
and so on, all the way through. It is a 
lazy way of doing things, and I think it 
is far better to be specific about these 
things; because there is not only the 
architect to be considered, but there is 
also the clerk of works and the foreman 
on the site. 

Mr. W. A. SHERRINGTON said: In my 
limited experience I have detected, in 
addition to the ordinary interpretation of 
the by-laws, a more human understanding, 
if I could use that expression, in the minds 
of municipal and other bodies whose duty 
it is to administer this by-law. "That is a 
tendency which, I think, will be very 
helpful in future. 


A FUNCTIONAL BASIS 


Mr. Srmons said in reply: I should 
like myself to see a very simple code, 
based entirely upon function—that is, 
the result that shall be achieved—and 
leaving everything else to the integrity 
and the ability of the architectural profes- 
sion, the other professions associated 
with building, and the building industry, 
supported by codes of practice as a sort 
of ultimate authority to be referred to in 
the event of any alleged deficiency. 

A court of law must always have some- 
thing which will show it whether a building 
has been designed and built properly. 
It has no knowledge itself of building ; 
it must be assured of some authoritative 
yardstick, as it were, and I think that codes 
of practice—not perhaps necessarily as 
they are today, but some form of code 
of practice—would provide that yard- 
stick. Whether we shall ever get there, 
whether we shall get there in 50 years or 
not, I would not know, but it is something 
on those lines that I envisage as an ideal. 

Mr. THomMas SrpTHorRP said: The 
value of the London County Council 
by-laws is the power of waiver. That is 
really what gives them their flexibility. 





On the need for knowledge by those 
who administer the by-laws, he said: It 
proves, I think, that if architects want to 
hold the position of kingpin on every job, 
if architects are to be the first men on 
every job and looked up to in that position, 
they must acquaint themselves with all 
the various happenings in technical de- 
velopment of buildings and be in a position 
to prove and use the functional method 
of construction and general administra- 
tion. In other words, they have to be 
leaders in their knowledge. 

Mr. S. D. Stupp (Chief Building 
Surveyor, City Architect’s Office, Man- 
chester) said: The onus will always lie 
with the architect to prove to the local 
authority’s building surveyor that any 
new material or new mode of construction 
will be comparable with or equivalent to 
the relevant ‘‘ deemed to satisfy ’’ clause. 


Mr. C. D. BarNarD said: May I say 
that I happen to be the Assistant Senior 
Architect to the Building Regulation 
Division of the London County Council 
and have lectured on the by-laws for 
several years. I say that because I am 
very strongly opposed to this idea of 
flexibility at all, and I assure you that I 
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have very good grounds for saying that. 
It surprises me what applications are 
actually submitted to us week after week. 

I should like to quote just two cases of 
this flexibility. One of the requirements of 
the London Building Act is that an internal 
court shall be adequately ventilated. We 
had an application a little while ago 
regarding a court 40 ft. long by 20 ft. wide 
and which went up to a height of 60 ft. 
The ‘“‘ adequate ventilation ’’ supplied by 
the architect was four 6-in. drainpipes. 
That is flexibility which is simply sheer 
nonsense, whereas had we said that an 
opening should be provided to ventilate 
tnat staircase “‘ being not less than . . .” 
the man would know exactly what we 
meant and would have provided it. 

In another case we had an application 
from a young architect—I must admit 
that one gets some wonderful ideas on 
modern material—to know whether he 
could enclose a building with a wall 30 ft. 
high in half-inch glass. "This flexibility 
is a very dangerous thing, and I hold very 
strongly—I hope I shall not offend any- 
one by saying so—that the Council’s 
by-laws are materially better than the new 
model because they give direct guidance. 


PLEA TO PRESIDENT 

I have one thing more to say, and this is 
directed, Mr. President, particularly at 
you. Is it possible that the Institute 
could make it part of its technical training 
for the schools that young architects are 
brought up to learn at the outset the Acts 
and the by-laws appropriate to London 
or the provinces, as the case may be ? 
I. find when going round the different 
schools looking at students’ finished 
drawings that they have no possible idea 
that such things as by-laws exist, and the 
most extraordinary things arise. 

I put it forward seriously for thought 
that when formulating a new syllabus 
the Institute might consider that the 
Acts and by-laws should be taught at the 
earliest part of an architect’s training. 

The President then called on Mr. 
Tuomas Scott, as an educationist, to 
give his views on the last speaker’s remarks. 
Mr. Scott said: I could not agree more 
with Mr. Barnard. Unfortunately, of 
course, the whole problem of architec- 
tural education—and what a complex 
one it is—is becoming far more compli- 
cated as the years go on, and I suppose 
that the average student dislikes the 
study of building regulations almost 
as much as he seems to dislike the study 
of construction in any one of its 
forms. They are all so much more difficult 
than making designs, but I think that 
something has got to be done about it. 

Something has got to be done to bring 
the average student, or more students, to 
realise that although the architect’s work 
begins on a drawing board, it does not 
end there. Not only the most difficult but, 
I think, the most interesting part of his 
work begins when he gets off the drawing 
board. 

I give the assurance that the point will 
be taken. 

A vote of thanks to the contributors to 
the discussion was put to the meeting by 
THE PRESIDENT and was carried with 
acclamation. 
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MINERAL WORKING 


Problems of Land Restoration 


HE Research Committee of the Town 
Planning Institute has drawn up a 
Memorandum* with the object of indicat- 
ing how the present serious waste of the 
limited land resources of the country, by 
surface mineral working, can be checked. 
It intends to deal with other causes of land 
dereliction in further memoranda. 


The restoration of land after surface 
mineral working, the Memorandum states, 
involves many different problems dependent 
upon such factors as: (i) the mineral ex- 
tracted; (ii) the physical, chemical and 
biological nature of the derelict surface; (iii) 
the acreage affected; (iv) the location of the 
site and land values in the vicinity; (v) the 
purpose for which the land is to be re- 
claimed; (vi) the availability of filling 
material; (vii) the resources from which the 
cost of restoration can be met. 

The main text of the Memorandum is con- 
fined to a general statement of the problem 
and the means to be adopted to (a) restore 
old areas of dereliction due to surface 
mineral workings where no obligation lies 
upon the mineral undertaking or the owner 
to do so; (b) implement those conditions 
imposed in past planning consents which 
seek to secure such restoration; (c) prescribe 
the sort of conditions which should be im- 
posed and the methods by which they can 
be implemented. Certain information— 
such as details of costs, sources of infor- 
mation, specimen restoration conditions, 
and noteworthy examples of restoration 
schemes for various purposes—is given in 
the appendices. 


This report and its appendices bring to- 
gether all known available sources of infor- 
mation upon the question of the restoration 
of surface mineral working and attempt to 
guide inquirers to these sources and to 
examples of the most recent practice. The 
committee has, in addition, ventured some 
specific recommendations and some specific 
warnings. These are listed below: — 


Great care is necessary in comparing 
costs and resulting values upon one site with 
those upon another because a number of 
circumstances may invalidate direct com- 
parison. 

Information is not yet available upon 
which a quantitative estimate of the prob- 
lem can be based. 

Following the precedent of the Mineral 
Workings Act, 1951, and the recommenda- 
tion in paras. 71-77 of Part 18 of the Waters 
Report, it is recommended that considera- 
tion should be given to the establishment of 
restoration funds for all surface mineral 
undertakings involving widespread land dis- 
turbance in which economic restoration is 
impracticable. 

The information upon costs which must 
have been gained by the Opencast Coal 
Directorate should be made readily avail- 
able to local planning authorities and others 
interested in land reclamation. 

If financially sound restoration is frus- 
trated because of private ownership it should 
be made possible for the land to be readily 
and cheaply acquired and the work carried 
out by the public authorities. 

Financially sound restoration should be 
the aim. The costs of restoration should 
lead to the creation of values on the re- 
stored land which would reduce the subsi- 





*“* Problems of ,Land Restoration After Surface 
Mineral Working.” Town Planning Institute, 18, 
Ashley-place, London, SWI. Price 3s. 
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dies required for the operation to a mini- 
mum and at best make these unnecessary. 

By their advisory functions and by the 
executive powers in the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, and the National Parks 
and Access to the Countryside Act, 1949, 
local planning authorities should act as the 
initiators of restoration schemes in the way 
most appropriate to each case. 

Mineral workings and the waste from in- 
dustrial production produce two evils: un- 
sightly waste heaps and widespread excava- 
tions. In suitable circumstances this should 
make possible a double cure in a single 
operation. 

Mineral workings and such restoration as 
the circumstances demand should be planned 
as a single process, and to achieve this 
operation in practice a close liaison between 
the mineral undertakers and the local plan- 
ning authorities is essential. 


CREATING GOOD DESIGN 


The Power of Local Authorities 


THE enormous power which the local 

authorities had to create good design 
was stressed by Mr. A. G. Linc, ARIBA, 
AMTPI, senior planning officer, London 
County Council, when he spoke at the Scot- 
tish Design Congress in Edinburgh organised 
by the Scottish Committee of the Council-of 
Industrial Design. The congress was attended 
by 200 delegates. 

“T doubt,” commented Mr. Ling, “whether 
local authorities have realised how enormous 
is their power, the power to create good 
design, and equally to produce second-rate 
or even to add to the muddle and destroy 
the good that exists.” 

Part of the trouble was, of course, that 
development—town building or expansion 
both in urban and rural areas—had been 
split up into so many water-tight compart- 
ments, housing, schools, parks, roads, each 
with its own committee and set of offices, 
tending to regard co-ordination of their work 
by a planning committee and its planning 
Officers, if not as interference, at least as 
something which was tolerated rather than 
accepted. 

The main reason for this was that legisla- 
tion during the last century had added re- 
sponsibilities on a piecemeal basis with the 
co-ordinating element, town and country 
planning, coming last. Government policy 
had followed a similar course. 

““The manuals, circulars, etc., that flow 
from Whitehall and the Scottish Office are not 
related to policies for Edinburgh, St. An- 
drews, Oban or Aberdeen, but aim at estab- 
lishing good standards for housing, roads, 
health centres, schools: an excellent objec- 
tive in itself but without sensitive local in- 
terpretation of them, the individual character 
of our cities and towns is easily lost. 

“Instead of the sympathetic comprehensive 
development of places we have grown to love 
we have separate housing estates added, as at 
St. Andrews for instance. Schools are sited 
on land that happéns to be available, a slum 
cleirance scheme goes ahead purely on the 
basis of the haphazard neglect of property, 
and so on.” 

An exciting civic adventure into the future, 
based on an understanding of what a region, 
a neighbourhood or a city had been in the 
past and was now, could too readily become 
a dull administrative process obeying rules 
and regulations, notations and colour charts. 
In avoiding this the clients, the citizens and 
the councillors acting for them, could play 
a decisive part. 
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vinced that at the moment they are doing 
so. 
local authorities are proud, but can they 
claim that their work generally achieves tha 
high standard of comprehensive design such a, 
we see in the eighteenth-century contributions 
to Bath, Edinburgh New Town, London ang 
some of the cathedral towns? You may 
well say that these represented a higher 
standard for the few, and to-day financia| 
considerations impel us to provide a lower 
standard for the many, but I think industry 
has demonstrated how production in large 
quantities can reduce cost while improving 
design.” 

Only if the strategic plan was right could 
the local authorities work out details with 
the knowledge that they were doing the right 
thing nationally and regionally as well as 
locally. 

In planning and building the methods em. 
ployed in the past by big private landowners 
to secure good design could, he thought, be 
studied with profit. He pointed out that jp 
many cases the designs of crescents, squares 
and streets were prepared in outline and each 
building lessee was required to accept the over- 
all design and materials stipulated, as in Nash’s 
Regent-street and Regent’s-park terraces, 

The restrictions placed on the individual 
designer then were, in fact, much more 
onerous than those placed on the architect 
to-day by the town planning authority. 

In some cases to-day, the local authority 
or the new towns corporation owned land on 
a large scale and allocated the responsibility 
for design in a way that ensured comprehen- 
sive development of a high standard, but 
elsewhere the position was confused. 


THE LARGER PICTURE 


In one small area one architect could be 
engaged on a school, another on some hous 
ing and another on some offices; some of 
them were official architects employed by the 
authorities, but from different departments, 
some of them were in private practice, some 
of them had their offices in the locality, others 
came from various parts of the United King- 
dom. Most of them were unaware of what 
the others were doing. They were designing 
within the strict confines of the site they had 
been given; they were not conscious of a 
larger scale lay-out and design to which their 
buildings contributed. 

This haphazard allocation of work did not 
encourage a continuing interest in an area 
which could develop into an affection for it, 
or at least what was good in it, so that as 
the new was added there was created some- 
thing more than a series of individual build- 
ings. 

The local planning authority had powers 
of refusal, but statutory negative controls 
were a very poor alternative to creative and 
positive plans which stabilised—an objective 
for those at work in the area. 

“T would like to see architects, to some 
extent at least, localising part of their work 
instead of scattering their efforts so much 
over so many places,” said Mr. Ling. “I 
believe this would have a unifying effect on 
development. 

“Tt is not enough in my view to leave 
it to the planning authority and its officers to 
try to sort out the muddle by a co-ordina- 
tion of all the buildings and other projects 
which are submitted for approval. Without 
the guidance of a detailed scheme such as the 
big private estate owners of the past had, 
efforts at this late stage can easily be frus- 
trated, or result in a timid judgment of the 
new in relation to the bad that exists.” 


“Tsay ‘could play’ because I am not cop. 


No doubt there is much of which the f 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Repairs and Rents Bill 


JN the House of Lords on June 15, on 
the motion that the Housing Repairs 
and Rents Bill be read the third time, Lorp 
SILKIN said that the country was moving 
towards public ownership of the type of 
property under consideration in the Bill. It 
was an inevitable process. Just as to-day 
it was recognised that private enterprise 
could not economically provide new housing 
for the general public at rents they could 
afford, so Noble Lords opposite would 
sooner or later have to come to the inevitable 
conclusion that private owners could not, by 
and large, carry out the necessary repairs 
to their properties and let them at rents 
people could afford. Consequently the 
country would be driven, sooner or later, 
gradually, to a process of public »wnership 
of that type of property. 

Amendments put forward by the Opposi- 
tion had been suggested in good faith and 
were entitled to a certain amount of respect. 
The country at the moment was the victim 
of something which was novel in political 
life—of one Government coming in and 
undoing completely the work of their pre- 
decessors. There was a bill totting up of 
work being done to-day which it had been 


hinted would be undone. That was a 
deplorable state of affairs. He and his 
friends believed in evolution and not 


revolution, and for one Government to upset 
the work of another was legislation by 
revolution. The way to avoid it was for the 
Government in office to pay due regard to 
the views of the Opposition. 


VISCOUNT BUCKMASTER said that the Bill 
was a great disappointment to him, not 
because of the reward it offered but because 
it went no nearer the revision and consolida- 
tion of the existing law, for which many 
people had striven. It was true that it 
might still permit hardship and injustice, but 
if there was any exceptional case in which 
a landlord was enabled to impose an increase 
which inflicted hardship, it was to be hoped 
that that landlord would receive considera- 
tion. 


LorD SALTOUN said that the inducements 
in the Bill were not enough to lead anyone 
to invest money on repairs: all that they 
meant was that one would lose less than 
would otherwise have been lost. The 
Government would be forced in a year’s 
time to introduce an amending Bill to in- 
crease the remuneration now proposed. That 
was a weakness of the present measure. 

The LorD CHANCELLOR said that if any 
landlord was so foolish or reckless as to 
make demands which the Bill did not permit. 
he might find himself subjected to criminal 
Proceedings. The Government now knew 
what the Opposition’s remedy was for the 
conditions the Bill sought to relieve—public 
ownership of all rent restricted property. 

The Bill was read the third time and 
passed. 


The Planning Bill 


N June 16 Standing Committee C of the 
; House of Commons resumed considera- 
tion of the Town and Country Planning Bill. 
and agreed to Clauses 42 to 52, with amend- 
ments, most of them of a drafting nature. 
There was some discussion on an amend- 
ment to Clause 53 (Exchequer grants to local 
authorities). MR. MACMILLAN, the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government, said he 
could Rot re-open negotiations with local 
authorities. The great accusation against 
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his scheme was that the two-tier system 
might not stand, on the grounds that values 
might rise above 1947 values, but if that 
was so there was a considerable gain to local 
authorities who bought on compulsory pur- 
chase at present use values plus claim. They 
got a 50 per cent. grant on a high figure 
instead of, perhaps, a low figure. Therefore, 
broadly speaking, if they tried to re-open 
the whole of the negotiations and to say that 
they should have a variable grant they would 
have to start all over again. How would 
the private interests be affected? They had 
to rely on what the Ministry said in the 
White Paper, and that was what he had 
already asked the local authorities to do. The 
Ministry must see how they carried out the 
work. It was very much like their housing 
development. He had asked the local 
authorities, if they felt that very excessive 
prices were being asked for the development 
of housing estates, to use these powers of 
compulsory purchase to buy estates at pre- 
sent use value plus claim and then to re-sell 
for use in their own housing development 
or in private development. Even before the 
Bill had become an Act they were doing 
that in a very satisfactory way. It suited 
them very much, because very often they 
could do some of the development and hand 
over part of the area for private develop- 
ment. 

Where a playing fields- association was 
being badly treated by the owners of the 
land, the local authorities could also play 
their part and buy the land at use value plus 
claim and sell some or all of it to the private 
playing fields association. An effort should 
be made to see how that system would work. 
He would do everything possible to impress 
on local authorities that the Ministry 
regarded this as part of their proper function 
and a very useful one. Though he realised 
there was a certain amount of stepping in 
the dark, taken broadly, a flat rate was a 
good thing. One could not vary it here and 
there. He thought the percentage of 50 was 
fair and generally acceptable to local 
authorities. The special cases of the blitzed 
cities were amply looked after in Clause 54. 

On June 17, the remaining clauses were 
agreed to, again with some amendments, and 
consideration of the new clauses was begun. 


Finance Bill: Industrial Buildings 


WHEN the Finance Bill was again con- 

sidered in committee in the House of 
Commons on June 16 on Clause 15 (new 
provision for investment allowances), Mr. 
Eric FLETCHER moved the first of a series 
of amendments designed to increase the in- 
vestment allowances. He said it was pro- 
posed in the Bill that they should be 20 per 
cent. on new plant and machinery, mining 
works, and scientific research work, and 10 
per cent. on new industrial and agricultural 
buildings. The amendments were intended 
to increase the stimulus to industry toward 
modernisation and give a greater measure of 
flexibility. It was therefore proposed that 
the 10 per cent. allowance on industrial build- 
ings be increased to 20 per cent. and that the 
20 per cent. allowance on plant and 
machinery be increased to 40 per cent. with 
similar increases for mining works and 
scientific research. It was not suggested that 
the allowance for agricultural buildings 
should be increased. It was also proposed 
that the allowances should apply to the first 
£10,000 or less of capital expenditure on new 
assets. That was suggested in order to dis 
tinguish between relatively small concerns 
and larger ones. 
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Mr. MAvuDLING, Economic Secretary to 
the Treasury, said that the object of the 
investment allowance was to increase pro- 
ductive investment in British industry, and 
there was no reason for saying that a par- 
ticular machine or tool installed in the 
factory of a small business would be more 
productive than if it was installed in a 
large business. Another reason for not 
accepting the amendment was that it would 
cost about £40m., the major part of which 
would go to the larger and not to the smaller 
firms. That sum was more than the 
Chancellor could afford. 


The amendment was negatived by 239 
votes to 219—Government majority, 20. 


Mr. HERVEY RHODES moved an amend- 
ment to raise the investment allowance for 
industrial buildings from one-tenth to one- 
fifth. He said that the Chancellor should 
consider whether a major operation was 
not necessary to set rebuilding going, because 
time was running out. He should look 
again at the cost of factories, for it was 
no good giving relief with one hand for 
somebody to mop it up with the other. 


Discrimination Against Buildings 


Mr. Boyp-CaRPENTER, Financial Secre- 
tary to the Treasury, pointed out that the 
history of initial allowances showed a 
distinct discrimination in favour of plant 
and machinery and against buildings. In 
1945 the allowances were fixed at 10 per 
cent. for buildings and 20 per cent. for 
plant and machinery, and in 1949 Sir 
Stafford Cripps doubled the rate for plant 
and machinery to 40 per cent., which was 
significant. The differential rates proposed 
now were therefore no innovation. If the 
amendment to double the rate of invest- 
would 


ment allowance was accepted, it 

increase the cost to the Exchequer of the 
investment allowance by £4m. in the 
financial year 1955-56 and by some- 
thing of the order of £7m. in the 
financial year 1956-57 and onwards. The 


alternative suggestion to leave the invest- 
ment allowance at the proposed rate, retain- 
ing the additional allowance, would not 
increase the ultimate cost, but would increase 
the cost in the earlier years. 


Mr. GAITSKELL said that the Financial 
Secretary did not seem to take seriously 
enough the need for adequate stimulus 
being given to industrial building now. 


Mr. Butter, Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
said the Government wished to see a 
development in industrial building because 
that was a part of the general trend towards 
what had been described as the industrial 
renaissance. The difficulty about buildings 
was that the depreciation was calculated on 
the straight-line basis and not on the reduc- 
ing-balance basis. On the latter basis the 
benefit would be approximately three times 
as large, but the difficulties in making a 
change were so great that from the point 
of view of the official! machine—if he might 
use such an inhuman expression—it could 
not be made this year. Nor did he think 
it would necessarily be the best solution. 
The only other possibility which made sense 
in trying to solve the problem was an 
increase in the percentage for buildings. An 
increase of 20 per cent. would cost £4m. 
in 1955-56, rising to nearly double that 
amount later. The Goyernment were 
keener than some members realised, per- 
haps, to give an incentive, but any conces- 
sion would put them under pressure from 
other interests and he was not at present 
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convinced that they could “hold the line.” 
He was not keen to extend the concession 
in the sphere of commercial buildings. In 
the case of agricultural buildings he believed 
he could hold the line, because they got 
the 10 per cent. annual allowance. This 
was a matter on which the Government 
desired to have the good will of industry, 
and he would consider all the arguments 
before the report stage. 


The amendment was negatived. 


Scottish Repairs and Rents Bill 


[N the House of Lords on June 17, the 

EarL OF Home, Minister of State for 
Scotland, moved the second reading of the 
Housing (Repairs and Rents) (Scotland) Bill. 
He said that there were 750,000 rent-con- 
trolled houses in Scotland which needed addi- 
tional moneys spent to keep them in good 
repair. The fact that all those houses had 
been subject to rent control since 1939, and 
400,000 of them since 1920, had made it 
impossible for the owners to prevent dilapida- 
tion. The Bill proposed to assist the owner 
to discharge his obligations. In the past it 
had been possible for an unscrupulous land- 
lord to put the rent in his pocket and not do 
any repairs. Propaganda by the Socialist 
Party outside the House had suggested that 
the Bill and the Act of 1920 were closely 
parallel. That was not the case. The 
Government had been scrupulously careful 
to put in safeguards for the tenant. 


LorD MATHERS said that the popular 
opinion of the Bill was that it represented 
the Government running true to type, and 
another instance of their intention while they 
had power to treat favourably a section of 
the community to whom they were well dis- 
posed. There could be no denying the hos- 
tility that there was in Scotland to the Bill, 
and the Government’s call for restraint in 
wage demands was nonsense in the light of 
the proposal to increase rents by 8s. in the £. 


VISCOUNT STONEHAVEN said that he wel- 
comed the Bill, which was a step in the right 
direction. But it was a tottering, uncertain 
step, and much was left to be done by this 
and successive governments. 


LorD GREENHILL said that the Bill ought 
to be dropped. It did not please landlords, 
it did not please tenants and it did not please 
local authorities. 


THE Duke OF BUCCLEUCH said that the 
Bill was to be welcomed as a first endeavour 
to deal with a difficult subject. 


LorD SALTOUN said that the excuse and 
justification for a great many of the things in 
the Bill which the Opposition did not like was 
the interference, for many years, of the 
governments of the day in housing matters. 
That had bedevilled the whole situation. He 
rejoiced that the £800 limit was to go. 


LorD Boypb-Orr said that the slums in 
Scotland were a running sore on the body 
politic. It was not possible to rear decent 
human beings in sub-human conditions. 
Before the war, in proportion to its popula- 
tion, there were six times as many people in 
Scotland living in houses unfit for human 
habitation as in England. One half the popu- 
lation of Scotland were living in houses not 
considered fit to rear a decent family in. 
The Government had suggested that 50 per 
cent. of the cost of the provisions of the 
Bill should be defrayed by the Exchequer. 
In view of the worse conditions in Scotland, 
would it not be possible for the Government 
to consider 75 per cent. from the Exchequer 
and 25 per cent. from local authorities? If 
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that could not be done for the whole 
country, perhaps it might be done for certain 
towns and areas where conditions were par- 
ticularly bad. 


Tue Ear oF Home, replying to the debate, 
said that under the scheme for the improve- 
ment of cottages, in the year 1951 681 houses 
had been approved, in 1952 830, in 1953 2,512 
and in the first quarter of 1954 788, which 
would mean something over 3,000 this year 
if the rate continued. That showed that land- 
lords in Scotland were taking advantage of 
the improvement grant. 

The Bill was read a second time. 


Landlord and Tenant Bill 


“yN June 18, the Landlord and Tenant 
Bill was read the third time in the 
Commons. Sirk David MAXWELL FYFE, the 
Home Secretary, said he believed that justice 
was being done to both tenant and landlord. 
The Bill conferred great benefits on the 
tenant, and to have gone further in that direc- 
tion would have meant injustice to the land- 
lord. Apart from the temporary legislation 
passed three years ago the tenant occupying 
a house under a ground lease had no security 
of tenure when the lease came to an end 
and was liable to make repairs under the 
schedules of dilapidations which had been 
described in bitter terms. The Bill made 
him much better off. It enabled him to stay 
on as a Statutory tenant unless the landlord 
could establish certain limited grounds for 
possession, and it gave him substantial help 
concerning dilapidations. It would be for 
the landlord to find the money for repairs 
and the tenant would have to repay, if neces- 
sary by instalments spread over a period, 
and the amount was arbitrable by a county 
court. The landlord could not recover more 
than was necessary for putting the house into 
a state of good repair. That was the absolute 
upper limit and it took into account the 
changes in the property. In the circum- 
stances it was only fair that the landlord 
should be entitled to a fair, up-to-date rent 
when the tenant stayed on. 
riginally too much had depended on the 
tenant replying to the landlord’s notice 
within a specified time with the result that 
he might lose his rights simply on a techni- 
cality, and the Government had made 
changes to prevent that happening. They 
also added an important section preventing 
a landlord obtaining possession at the end 
of a ground lease by means of misrepresenta- 
tion. 

Part II of the Bill represented a great ad- 
vance for the tenant of business premises, 
and it also brought in professional tenants. 
The discussion had been concentrated on the 
circumstances in which a landlord could 
obtain possession and on the compensation 
to be paid. If the Government had made it too 
difficult or too expensive to get possession 
of premises there would have been a danger 
of stagnation and of preventing the improve- 
ment of healthy and prosperous businesses 
and the creation of new businesses. 

SiR FRANK SOSKICE said that, in spite of 
the Bill’s defects, the Opposition welcomed 
it as a substantial advance in the direction 
of a proper adjustment of landlord-tenant 
relationships. 


OTHER BUSINESS 
Purchase Plans in Scotland 


On June 15. Mr. JOHN RANKIN asked the 
Secretary of State for Scotland what steps 
he was taking to ensure that his scheme 
for reducing the initial deposits required 
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from those who purchase houses in Scotlang 
would not adversely affect the housing plans 
and programmes of local authorities. 


Mr. JAMES StTuaRT said the answer wag 
none. While local authorities must cop. 
tinue to build houses to let to the exten 
necessary in their districts, it was highly 
desirable, in the Government’s view, to 
encourage private ownership, whether by the 
erection of new houses or the acquisition of 
existing ones. 


Cement Supplies 


On June 15 Mr. GOweR asked the 
Minister of Works if he would make a state. 
ment about the state of supplies of cement, 


Mr. Bevins, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Works, said that supplies of 
cement were increasing. Since the end of 
the bad weather in the middle of March 
total deliveries in the home market had been 
higher than in any corresponding previous 
period. 


Mr. Gower asked about the state of sup. 
plies in South Wales and Monmouthshire, 

Mr. BEVINS said that some contractors jp 
South Wales and Monmouthshire were 
experiencing difficulty in obtaining all the 
cement they wanted. The attention of the 
industry had been drawn to the position and 
with increasing supplies in the home market 
generally the Minister hoped that the shor- 
ages would be overcome. 


State-Aided Factories 


On June 17 Mr. COLLIcK asked the Preii- 
dent of the Board of Trade how many 
government-financed factories or extensions 
of over 1,000 sq. ft. had been built in the 
development areas since 1952; and what was 
the number of new factories and extensions 
built in other areas in the same period. 

Mr. HENRY STRAUSS said that in develop- 
ment areas, according to the latest informa- 
tion available, 94 factories and extensions of 
1,000 sq. ft. or more financed by the Board 
of Trade under the Distribution of Industry 
Acts were completed between the beginning 
of 1952 and the end of May, 1954. Figures 
were not readily available of factories 
financed wholly or partly by other Govern- 
ment Departments. In other areas, during 
the same period, 2,315 new factories and 
extensions of over 5,000 sq. ft. were com- 
pleted. No figures were available of factory 
building below 5,000 sq. ft. in these areas. 


Building Society Charges 

On June 17 Mr. ALBERT ROBERTS asked 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer if he would 
introduce legislation to control building 
society interest charges. 


Mr. MAUDLING replied in the negative. 


Mr. Roserts asked the Minister if he was 
aware of the public concern on these matters. 
Was he aware that the statements put oul 
by the building societies were most 
unconvincing, to say the least? 


Mr. MAUDLING said it was not the policy 
of the present Government to interfere with 
normal commercial relations in these matters. 


House Purchase Assistance 


Formby (Lancs) UDC have already 
advanced over £100,000 to prospective pur 
chasers of their own houses, and every 
assistance is to be given to those desiring 
to recondition or modernise their existing 
accommodation. It is stated that the rate of 
interest will be + per cent. less that that 
charged by building societies. 
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INSPECTION OF 
CHURCHES 


Architectural Survey Every Five Years 


[ue CHURCH ASSEMBLY concluded 
its summer session on June 17 at Church 
House, Westminster, when final approval 
was given to the Inspection of Churches 
Measure. This provides for diocesan 
schemes for the inspection of churches by 
architects at least once every five years. 


Mr. I. BULMER-THOMAS, moving that final 
approval be given, said the measure pro- 
vided for a period of three years in which 
diocesan conferences could prepare these 
schemes. The task of inspection would be 
a long one and most of the dioceses would 
welcome the guidance that would be given 
by the Central Council for the Care of 
Churches. 

The BisHorp OF NorwIcn said the expense 
of these inspections would be great. In 
Norfolk they did not have many architects 
acquainted with ancient buildings and able 
to give expert advice, and those they had 
were concentrated in one place. It would 
be a big task to carry out an inspection 
of some 700 churches every five years, and 
if it was not done by experts the expense 
would not give the results that were wanted. 
He feared the practical difficulties of the 
scheme had not been fully realised. 


The DEAN OF WINCHESTER, the Very 
Rev. E. G. Selwyn, moved as an amend- 
ment that the measure should be referred 
to the diocesan conferences before final 
approval was considered. 


Mr. BULMER-THOMAS, replying, said the 
cost of inspection would be small compared 
with the money saved and there were 
enough architects to carry through these 
schemes. The amendment was rejected and 
final approval given. 


IAAS 
“Members Only” Luncheon 


Tue London and Home Counties’ Branch 
of the Incorporated Association of Archi- 
tects and Surveyors held the second 
“Members Only” Luncheon at the Con- 
naught Rooms on June 18. As previously, 
the luncheon was open to all members of 
the Association, and was presided over by 
the branch chairman, Mr. F. J. Meekins, 
FIAS, FIArb. 


The President of the Association, Lt.-Col. 
A. E. Henson, FIAAS, FRIBA, AIStructE. 
opened the discussion by informing the 
meeting of the Council’s activities to pursue 
“recognition,” and explained the represen- 
tations in hand for the extending of this 
“recognition.” A discussion followed, and 
a report will be presented to the council at 
their next meeting in further support of the 
council’s activities in this matter. 
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The meeting was well supported by 
members from branches of the British Isles, 
and also by a representative from the branch 
in Malaya. A further luncheon will be 
held in September. 


Health Congress President 


The Royal Sanitary Institute has 
announced that the Duke of Wellington, 
KG, Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire, has 
accepted an invitation to be president of its 
annual Health Congress to be held at 
Bournemouth in April of next year. 
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NATIONAL FEDERATION HALF-YEARLY 
MEETING 


President on the Importance of Teamwork in the Industry 


ME. G. W. GROSVENOR, president of 
= the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, speaking at the half- 
yearly general meeting of the Federation at 
Torquay, on Tuesday, said that since he 
assumed office he had on every possible 
occasion stressed the importance of team- 
work in their industry. 

“T shall continue to do so,” he said, 
“because I am sure that is the only way in 
which we shall accelerate the rate of pro- 
gress towards our main objective—increased 
production and lower costs. The team, a 
seven-a-side one, consists of the building 
owner, the manufacturer, the distributor, the 
architect, the quantity surveyor, the con- 
tractor and the operative. Each can, and 
must, play his part so as to acquire the skill, 
precision, co-ordination and speed associated 
with a seven-a-side team. 

“The owner must make up his mind 
before work starts what he wants and stick 
to it and give all concerned a reasonable 
time in which to get ready, and at the end 
make prompt financial settlements. The 
manufacturers and distributors must con- 
centrate on maximum output and regularised 
deliveries, coupled with minimum charges 
and special encouragement to prompt 
payers; the professions must ensure that all 
the necessary plans and details are supplied 
to the contractor before he is asked to begin 
work on the site or in shops or yards, and 
in the event of the specified material not 
being available consult and agree with the 
contractor so as to avoid delay; the con- 
tractor must always be seeking ways and 
means of improving his organisation, whilst 
the operative—remembering, as the con- 
tractor does, that it is easier to price cne- 
self out of the market than to work oneself 
out—must give a full day’s work for a full 
day’s pay.” 


INTERIM REPORT 


(THE interim report of the National Federa- 

tion of Building Trades Employers was 
presented by the officers and council at the 
half-yearly meeting. The following is a 
summary of the main subjects dealt with in 
the report. 


GENERAL REVIEW 


The first part of 1954 has seen a continu- 
ance of the orderly expansion both in the 
building industry and in the national economy 
as a whole which began in 1953. The build- 
ing industry, operating under fewer restric- 
tions than at any time since 1939, has 
reached a high level of activity and its output 
would undoubtedly have been higher still but 
for the bad weather of the early weeks of the 
year. Industrial production generally has 
continued to increase and, if this improve- 
ment is maintained, the record output of 
1953, to which the building industry made 
such an important contribution, should be 
exceeded by a substantial margin. Although 
it would be rash to look very far ahead in a 
world in which political and economic 
changes may occur without notice, the im- 
mediate outlook for the national economy, 
and therefore for the* building industry, 


seems to be reasonably assured. 

The Government’s plans for investment 
include the building of more factories, shops, 
offices and commercial premises, together 


with the reconstruction of blitzed cities, 
while in the background is the road pro- 
gramme, the size of which, presumably, can 
be varied as circumstances dictate. In addi- 
tion, although the Government proposes 
eventually to stabilise the new housing pro- 
gramme at a rate of 300,000 completions a 
year, including those required for slum clear- 
ance, there is every likelihood that 1954 will 
see the completion of 350,000 new houses, a 
totalwhich would compare favourably with any 
pre-war year. Some encouragement is also to 
be given to the proper maintenance of exist- 
ing houses and to accelerating the conver- 
sion of houses which will be structurally 
satisfactory for many years yet, but which 
are lacking in amenities or are too big by 
modern standards. 


FUTURE QUESTIONS 


The future is not, of course, free from 
uncertainty. Having regard to the continu- 
ing pressure for increased wages in industry 
generally, no one can afford to be complacent 
about our ability to produce goods for export 
at a price at which they can be absorbed 
in the world markets. At home the present 
level of Government expenditure, with the 
constant high taxation, is still altogether ex- 
cessive for the health of the economy. In- 
deed, in an economy so tightly stretched as 
ours, a real increase in private investment 
can be secured only by reducing Government 
expenditure. On the other hand, it will be 
appreciated that too sharp a reduction in 
Government expenditure would have unfor- 
tunate consequences for the building industry, 
which, during recent years, has had to rely 
upon Government sources, central or local, 
for a large proportion of its livelihood. The 
building industry is thereforewhollyin favour 
of the further steps which are being taken 
to encourage private building, not only be- 
cause they will lead to more efficient building 
and lower costs but also because they tend 
to rid the industry of an unhealthy depend- 
ence which has developed since the war. 

In these circumstances, the level of build- 
ing costs continues to be of paramount im- 
portance. It is true that the demand for 
fixed investment is expected to increase in 
1954, partly as a result of the Budget changes 
and parly as a result of the reduction in 
the bank rate. Nevertheless, although these 
changes are likely to promote an increase in 
the demand for certain kinds of building 
work in 1954, it is possible that in other sec- 
tions demand will decline. For example, 
there are indications that defence expendi- 
ture is to be reduced: the tendency of house- 
holders is to carry out their own repairs, 
however inefficiently, is not diminishing; 
equally significant is the increase noted last 
year in competition for contracts, particu- 
larly for medium-sized construction work. It 
is therefore possible that the industry could, 
in spite of the Government’s plans. become 
less active. If building costs continue high 
in relation to the general level of prices, diffi- 
culties may certainly arise. Provided they 
are reduced—and there are some headings 
under which individual builders can make a 
contribution in this respect—the immediate 
outlook is very promising. It is, therefore, re- 
assuring to note that the sales of building 
plant are still expanding and that builders 
are showing an increasing readiness to apply 

























1422 


the results of research and to submit their or- 
ganisations to careful scrutiny to ensure that 
any inefficiency is eradicated. 


BUILDING RESEARCH 


Encouraging progress has been made with 
the scheme referred to in the last annual 
report for developing a definite system of 
co-operation between building firms and the 
Building Research Station in determining the 
practicability of new materials or processes 
under actual working conditions. The full- 
scale trials sub-committee of the Building 
Research and Technical Information Com- 
mittee has given careful consideration to pro- 
posals prepared by the officers of the Build- 
ing Research Station for the conduct of the first 
of the experiments to be carried out. These 
will deal with (1) air-entrained mortars for 
external rendering and for undercoats in 
interior plastering; and (2) zinc oxychloride 
treatment for walls infected with dry rot. A 
number of amendments arising out of the 
practical experience of members were sug- 
gested in respect of both these items, and these 
have been accepted by the officers of the 
Research Station. 


ADVISORY SERVICE 


It was stated in the last annual report that, 
at the invitation of the Ministry of Works, 
the Federation had prepared and submitted 
for approval by the Government proposals 
for the establishment of an advisory service 
for the building industry with the help of an 
allocation of £20,000 obtained by the Minis- 
try of Works from Conditional Aid Funds. 
The Federation’s draft scheme was subse- 
quently approved by the Government 
Departments concerned and agreement has 
now been reached with the Ministry of Works 
on the conditions under which the advisory 
service will be established and operated. The 
entire responsibility for operating the service 
has been placed on the Federation: it will 
be run by a committee of management 
appointed by the Federation. The allocation 
from Conditional Aid Funds will be made 
available during the three-year period 1954 
to 1956, after which it is anticipated that the 
service will be fully established and self- 
supporting. 


BUILDING MATERIALS 


Supplies—Reports suggest that supplies 
of many of the major building materials 
continue to improve. For example, little 
has been heard, up to the present, of work 
being held up on account of shortage of steel, 
softwood or tiles. On the other hand, 
bricks are still difficult to obtain in some 
areas, while cement is again causing concern 
particularly in South Wales and Monmouth- 
shire. It will be appreciated that, al- 
though stocks generally have been 
higher than a year ago, this has been due in 
no small part to the unfavourable 
building weather which occurred in the early 
weeks of the year when there was wide- 
spread interruption of building work. Now 
that the industry is again fully in its stride 
and in view of the heavy programme which 
lies ahead, it seems probable that the efforts 
of the manufacturers will be taxed to the 
utmost. 


Building Materials Prices. It is doubtful 
whether the stability of building materials 
prices, which was such a marked feature of 
1953, can continue throughout 1954. Already 
the increased railway freight charges are 
making themselves felt on the prices of 
home-produced materials, particularly the 
heavier ones such as bricks and cement— 
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and the latest round of wage increases must, 
of course, be reflected eventually in costs. 


TENDERING PROCEDURE 


Whilst considering the reference to the 
Monopolies and Restrictive Practices Com- 
mission last year of various matters relating 
to the tendering for new buildings in the 
London Region, the Minister of Works sug- 
gested to the president of the Royal Insti- 
tute of British Architects that the responsible 
organisations in the industry should together 
review existing contracting procedure with 
the aim of developing arrangements which 
would encourage the proper planning and 
organisation of building work and would, at 
the same time, ensure a proper measure 
of healthy competition. After consultation 
between the Federation, the Royal Institute 
of British Architects and the Royal Institu- 
tion of Chartered Surveyors, it was decided 
to set up a joint committee of these bodies. 
The report of the committee was issued in 
March. 


The recommendation which has attracted 
most attention is that local authorities should 
follow the lead of contracting departments, 
and of most private building owners, in the 
selection of the firms to be invited to tender 
for their work. The committee was in full 
agreement with the findings of the Simon 
Report on the Placing and Management of 
Building Contracts that “ indiscriminate 
tendering leads to bad building and throws 
upon the industry an unnecessary burden of 
time, effort and expense in the preparation 
of tenders, and that only by selective com- 
petition can the building owner expect a 
good job carried out by a builder who, 
having obtained the contract at a fair price, 
can and will maintain a good standard of 
work.” It accordingly recommended that 
“competition should be limited to firms 
who have been carefully selected, according 
to the size and type of contract, as veing 
capable of, and likely to do, work of the 
required standard.” The committee pro- 
ceeded to consider alternative methods of 
selecting tenderers, with particular reference 
to the position of local authorities and the 
need for these bodies to avoid any imputa- 
tion of favouritism or corrupt practice. It 
suggested that the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government should give a strong icad 
to local authorities in this matter. The duty 
of guiding and watching developments in 
relation to selective tendering and of en- 
suring that all the recommendations in the 
report are kept constantly before those 
directly concerned and before the general 
public is to be entrusted to a standing joint 
committee of architects, surveyors and 
builders. 


GOVERNMENT FORMS 


Following the representations which were 
made by the Federation last year to the com- 
mittee on the Censuses of Production and 
Distribution, the Federation has continued 
to urge the Government to reduce 
to the utmost extent, compatible 
with its responsibilities in connection with 
the maintenance of full employment, etc., 
the amount of form filling required of 
builders. The council’s representatives on 
the Ministry of Works’ Committee on Sim- 
plification of Forms have stressed that the 
amount of time which a builder has at pre- 
sent to devote to completing official forms is 
a significant item in building costs. In addi- 
tion, at the Federation’s suggestion, the 
i-ational Consultative Council of the Build- 
ing and Civil Engineering Industries has re- 
cently appointed a special committee to re- 
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view the long-term arrangements for th 
collection of statistics. 


HOUSING 


Building Society Advances. The crux 
the problem now facing house-builders ang 
their clients is the availability of finance fo, 
the production of houses at a price within the 
reach of the greatest number. Many peopk 
although able to afford the monthly payment 
involved are not able to meet heavy initia] 
deposits as well as the legal fees and stamp 
duties. The plan for reduced deposit; 
announced by the Minister of Housing 
May 4, aims at assisting such people ang 
will, it is hoped, help to sustain and increas 
the market for private house-builders, 

The Federation has welcomed this move 
to encourage the growth of home-owne. 
ship and hopes that local authorities anj 
building societies will do all in their power 
to make it a success. 

House-builders Registration. With the 
greater freedom now available to private 
house-builders the question of the maip. 
tenance of proper standards of construction 
assumes greater importance than has been 
the case in recent years. It has been reported 
that in some areas considerable numbers of 
houses are now in course of construction by 
interests which are not directly associated 
with the house-building industry, and tha 
the construction of these houses is in som: 
cases such as to discredit the industry in the 
minds of the general public. The answer 
which would be given in some quarters to 
this problem would be to place new restric. 
tions and controls on private house-builder, 
despite the fact that this would be contrary 
to the public interest. The answer which the 
industry itself can give is to afford greater 
support to the industry’s own voluntary 
scheme for the inspection and certification 
of houses built to the standard specification 
of the National House-Builders Registr- 
tion Council. 

The need for something more than lip 
service is underlined by the Minister of 
Housing’s speech to the Building Societies 
Association on May 7. “ We must ensure,” 
he said, “that the aspiring owner-occupier 
gets a good house, soundly constructed, well- 
designed inside and out, pleasant to look at 
as well as convenient to live in.” In a direct 
reference to the National House-Buildes 
Registration Council the Minister said “ The 
Council must be established as a permanent 
influence in house building—a really effective 
agent for improving standards of construc 
tion and workmanship. For my part I wil 
do all I can to bring this about.” 

In addition to the discussions between 
Officials of the Ministry and of the Registra 
tion Council there has also been a meeting 
recently between the officers of the Regi 
stration Council and of the Federation of 
Registered House-Builders. At these meet: 
ings full replies have been given on behalf 
of the Registration Council to various criti: 
cisms which have been made of the council’ 
procedure and administration, and the cour- 
cil of the FRHB has since confirmed its full 
support of the registration scheme and its 
intention to do everything possible to imple 
ment the constitutional requirement that all 
members engaged in private house-building 
should comply therewith. 


LABOUR RELATIONS 


The council of the Federation has given 
attention to various aspects of long-term 
policy connected with the wage-structure of 
the industry. It is appreciated that the 
present joint agreement, administered by th 
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F National Joint Council, has served the 
industry well and is a model of its kind. 
Nevertheless the development of modern 
technique and practice may be such as to 
warrant re-examination of some of the 
principles embodied in the agreement, and 
the Federation is giving consideration to 
some of the main issues arising in that 
connection. 

Discussions on various subjects with the 
executive of the Operatives’ Federation have 
continued. In regard to labour produc- 
tivity, the Federation’s representatives have 
stressed the need for further efforts on both 
sides to extend the working of incentives. 
It has been suggested to the operatives that 
an attempt might well be made to integrate 
incentives with quality. 

The position has, however, been compli- 
cated by the operatives’ objection to the 
development of labour-only sub-contracting; 
they have expressed special concern about 
the number of cases where such sub-contrac- 
tors were unable during the frost to meet 
their wage obligations. The council of the 
Federation has maintained the view that, 
while willing to consider all practicable safe- 
guards against cases of abuse, it must also 
safeguard the position of genuine labour- 
only sub-contractors in view of the contri- 
bution they make to higher productivity. 

The conciliation and disputes machinery 
has continued to operate satisfactorily. There 
has, however, been a recent increase in the 
tendency for the different craft unions to lay 
claim to exclusive rights to perform certain 
operations, and it has been necessary to 
bring pressure to bear upon some of the 
unions with the object of securing greater 
inter-availability as between the crafts. In 
some cases the Operatives’ Federation has 
reported definite progress in this direction, 
but in other cases the unions’ attitude is still 
unsatisfactory. 


EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
In the field of building education a 
notable and welcome feature in recent 
months has been a drawing together of the 
various bodies which have an interest in this 
important question. Acknowledgment has 
been made in previous reports of the work 
of the Building Apprenticeship and Train- 
ing Council of the Ministry of Works which 
rendered valuable assistance to the industry 
in the immediate post-war period. The 
transfer of certain functions from that coun- 
cil to the National Joint Apprenticeship 
Board has placed on the Board a responsi- 
bility which it was designed, but has not 

previously been required, to undertake. 
While the administration of the apprentice- 
ship scheme is thus brought more closely 
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control of the National Joint 
Apprenticeship Board, responsibility for the 
standard of the technical qualifications for 
craftsmen in the industry is shared with 


» examining bodies, particularly the City and 


Guilds. of London Institute. Closer liaison 
has now been established between the Insti- 
tute and the Federation and the Board. In 
the development of new examination courses 
and in the revision of old ones the Federa- 
1on is being consulted, so that the views of 
building employers may be fully represented. 
Registration of Apprentices —The latest 
available figures show that during the four 
months January-April, 1954, the numbers of 
apprentices registered by the National Joint 
Apprenticeship Board were as follows:— 





Eastern 331 North-Western 432 
Liverpool 244. Southern 387 
London 295 South Wales 201 
Midland 547 South-Western 482 
Northern 143 Yorkshire 301 
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INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 

Institute of Builders——The officers of the 
Federation were pleased to accept an invita- 
tion to meet the officers of the Institute 
recently for an informal discussion of 
mutual problems and of the relationship 
between the two bodies. These discussions 
between the respective officers are to be 
followed by more detailed talks between the 
Federation’s education and training com- 
mittee and the education committee of the 
Institute. 

If the Institute of Builders found itself, 
for any reason, unable to meet satisfactorily 
the educational needs of the industry, the 
Federation would necessarily be directly 
concerned. Building employers have fre- 
quently been urged to take steps to establish 
a comprehensive and regular system of train- 
ing for management. Such a system can, 
however, only be evolved by proper collabo- 
ration between the Federation and an 
educational body whose qualifications are 
generally recognised in the industry. 

While the qualifications awarded by the 
Institute are certainly appropriate for those 
holding managerial positions in building. 
whether they can acquire sufficiently general 
recognition must depend to a large extent 
on the standing of the Institute itself. It is 
widely agreed that there is a need for the 
development of higher education in building 
and, if the Institute is prepared to co-oper- 
ate fully in this matter with the other inter- 
ests concerned, the Federation trusts that 
some progress can be made. 

Training of General Foremen—tlt is 
important that employers should take a real 
interest in the selection and training of their 
foremen. However excellent a course in 
general foremanship studies may be, it can- 
not make a fully qualified general foreman. 
Much of the techniaue of supervision can 
be acquired only through practical experi- 
ence on the site, and the value of training 
at a technical college can be considerably 
enhanced if the student is at the same time 
given an opportunity by his employer to 
gain this experience by working as an assis- 
tant to a senior general foreman. 

Arrangements are being made with the 
City and Guilds of London Institute for the 
introduction of examinations based on the 
certificate course leading to the award of a 
certificate in general foremanship studies. 
Federation members are recommended by 
the council to make it known, when engag- 
ing general foremen, that preference will be 
given to those who hold technical qualifica- 
tions and can show that they have taken a 
course of training in general foremanship 
studies. 


LMBA 
Central Area No. 4 Prizegiving 


IN HIS ADDRESS to building apprentices 
of members of the London Master Builders’ 
Association at Lewisham, on June 16, the 
Mayor of Woolwich, CLLR. J. W. ANDREWS, 
expressed the hope that boys now entering 
the building industry would strive to attain 
proficiency at the craft they were following. 
He was pleased to have had the opportunity 
of presenting prizes and citations to some 
of the students who were attending technical 
classes at the South-East London Technical 
College and the Woolwich Polytechnic. The 
building industry was playing and would 
have to continue to play a very great part 
in the life of the community, the main 
task being to remedy the housing shortage. 





1123 


The following apprentices received prizes 
of books or tools: R. C. Wadlow (of J. 
Martin (Brockley), Ltd.): M. D. Balchin 
(Trollope and Colls, Ltd.); R. Buckmaster 
(R. Costain, Ltd.); Michael Clarke (Thomas 
and Edge, Ltd.); R. J. Maltby (A. Grant 
and Son); W. J. Blamire (Holloway Bros. 
(London), Ltd.). 

The prizegiving had been combined with 
the half-yearly social function of Central 
Area No. 4, at which Mr. L. H. Mildwater, 
chairman of the Area, presided, and to 
which Mr. R. S. Williams, the president, 
was paying his official visit. THE PRESIDENT, 
in proposing a vote of thanks to the Mayor. 
explained to members and guests the scheme 
which the Association and the Areas 
throughout London had set up for the 
purpose of providing prizes to boys quali- 
fying for the awards from the various 
colleges. Donations to the prize fund were 
made by members voluntarily. 

He said that the number of apprentices 
under training in London at the present 
time was 3,719, of whom 143 were serving 
with members of Central Area No. 4. The 
average intake per annum in London over 
the last nine years was 1,061. 

During the evening a_ past-chairman’s 
name board was formally presented to the 
Area by Mr. M. C. Heath, head of the 
building department of the South-East 
London Technical College, where the - board 
had been made and designed by students. 

The toast to the guests was proposed 
by Mr. L. Luckett, past-chairman of the 


Area, and Mr. V. P. O'Connor, regional 
manager, War Damage Commission, 
responded. 


EASTERN FEDERATION 


Employers’ Half-Yearly Review 


A BRIEF review covering the first half 
= of 1954 will be presented by Mr. A. E.- 
Desborough, president of the Eastern Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers, to their 
half-yearly general meeting due to take place 
on July 7 at Peterborough. Extracts from 
the review are given below: — 

Our National Federation has always main- 
tained that given freedom to build, builders 
could bring prices down. The Minister of 
Housing has pointed out that this freedom 
is now largely ours, and he looks to the 
industry to make good its promise. To-day 
the greatest single contribution the Federa- 
tion can make to the welfare of the industry 
and of the country as a whole is in the field 
of building costs and towards this our every 
effort must be directed. We have already wit- 
nessed a falling-off in the demand for private 
enterprise houses in certain parts of our 
region, and people are increasingly doing 
their own painting and repairs, or, alterna- 
tively, deferring work which would, normally 
be done. More and more building owners 
appear to be employing operatives outside 
normal working hours, and all the signs 
point to a decline in the demand for build- 
ing work if prices rise much further. 

We have spared no effort to foster interest 
in new methods and materials and research 
data is constantly made available to all 
members. Our architectural colleagues are 
now considering proposals we have sub- 
mitted to them for joint consideration of 
research matters so that experience may be 
pooled to our mutual benefit. Materials 
are often the major component in cost and 
keener competitive prices would make an 
important contribution to our problem. For 
smaller firms the use of mechanical plant 
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presents a major difficulty, and for this 
reason we introduced at the beginning of the 
year our Regional Plant Service. This not 
only enables members to hire plant from 
colleagues, but offers them advice on the 
performance of different items. We have 
also introduced this year our Building 
Studentship Scheme. 


NEED FOR CAREFUL PLANNING 


Despite all that has been said and written 
on the need for careful planning and the 
undesirability of major alterations to pro- 
jects once they are put in hand, there is no 
evidence of any notable improvement in this 
direction. All too often contractors are not 
supplied with all the details required by the 
time they are expected to commence the 
work, and during the progress of the job 
alterations are the rule rather than the excep- 
tion. It seems that some major financial 
deierrent is needed if variations are to be 
materially reduced. 

We cannot disguise the fact that some of 
the efforts we have made as a Federation to 
assist in bringing down costs have not been 
taken up by any individual firms as enthusi- 
astically as one had hoped for. There is a 
tendency to avoid change, and all too often 
we hear the opinion expressed that with 
enough work on hand there seems to be 
no need to go in for innovations. This view 
seems bound to persist while the choice is 
between work and more work. When the 
choice is between some work or no work 
at all then we may witness a more vigorous 
approach to the problem. 

In the light of what has already been said 
on rising costs the two wages increases in 
the last six months have proved unpalatable 
to building contractors, although against the 
background of harsh economic facts 
the decision reached by the National Joint 
Council has been considered reasonable in 
the circumstances. The whole question of 
the wages structure of our industry is under 
active consideration by our Federation at the 
moment, and we are asking local associa- 
tions to express their views on the many 
facets of this problem. Clearly we must 
devise on a satisfactory basis, capable of 
general application, a system whereby the 
better man gets a higher reward. 

Because of the limited demand for houses 
for sale, many of our smaller members are 
hoping increasingly that the new arrange- 
ments for improvement grants, together 
with the legislation on repairs and rents, 
will set up a demand for their services on 
existing property. Further action is con- 
templated by the Federation once the new 
legislation is known, to explain to building 
owners how the builder can help them in 
preserving their assets. 


Apprenticeship Awards 


THE EASTERN FEDERATION of Building 
Trades Employers has decided to continue 
its policy of making annual awards to 
apprentices of ability in the Eastern Counties 
to encourage them in their training and 
enable them to continue their studies for 
the Ordinary or Higher National Certificate, 
or any other course approved by the Federa- 
tion. Subject to a satisfactory standard 
being reached, there will be a minimum of 
four awards of £25 each this year, at least 
one award being to an apprentice in each 
of the four Federation areas (a) Norfolk, 
(b) Suffolk and Essex, (c) Beds and Herts, 
(d) Cambs, Hunts, and Peterborough. They 
will not be tied to any particular craft and 
will be announced before the commencement 
of the autumn term. 


THE BUILDER 


The awards will be based on (a) the 
results of City and Guilds of London Insti- 
tute Intermediate Craft examinations (or 
equivalent) each spring; (b) the recommenda- 
tion of the principal of the technical school 
or college; (c) the recommendation of the 
master; and (d) an interview by a Committee 
of the Federation (if thought necessary). 

Candidates must be bound apprentices 
under the National Scheme and must not 
have reached their nineteenth birthday on 
January 1, 1954. The master must be a 
member of the Eastern Federation and the 
technical education provisions of the deed 
must have been fully observed. Applica- 
tion forms are available from the Federa- 
tion Office, 95, Tenison-road, Cambridge, 
and must be submitted to the Director not 
later than July 31. 


NFBTO 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


Presidential Address and Resolutions 
[NX his presidential address at the 37th 

annual conference of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives, 
at Rhyl, on June 22, Mr. JAMES H. MILLS 
referred to the record number of National 
Disputes Commissions held during the year. 
This, he thought, indicated the liveliness and 
soundness of the Federation’s negotiating 
machinery. It was much better to deal with 
disputes and settle them without placing on 
members the burden of a wage loss than to 
have the latter incurred and the dispute 
settled on terms which the loss might not 
have prevented. 

Referring to arbitration, he said: 

“ Arbitration courts and tribunals have 
in mind the general wage pattern of industry 
as a whole and are unlikely to deviate far 
from the accepted standard. We have suc- 
ceeded in maintaining our position and I am 
pretty sure that in the absence of an intensive 
and extensive agitational drive we would 
have fallen somewhat by the way. We were 
certainly successful in resisting any attempt 
to take our case to an outside body for 
adjudication. Even if we had agreed to 
arbitration we would, I am fairly sure, have 
been no more successful there than we have 
proved to be in our own counsels. Had we 
been as successful in arbitration the increase 
now gained would have been deferred tor 
a few months. Militancy, by the way, can 
take various forms; a strike is not neces- 
sarily or always its best expression. 


WAGES AND PRICES 


“ Although building workers, in common 
with others, are compelled regularly to lodge 
claims for higher wages I wish it were un- 
necessary to do this. Experience has surely 
taught us that the attempt of wages to catch 
up with, let alone pass, prices is a futile task. 
I am sure I echo a widely held sentiment in 
saying that our movement prefers a lower- 
ing of prices to a rise in wages. Of course 
there must be an occasional wage rise if the 
standard of living is to improve, but for 
the purpose of maintaining a standard rather 
than of altering it stabilisation is a better 
means than the fruitless race between prices 
and wages, in which the latter invariably 
lose. 

“ Although wages have provided the main 
spur of Federation activities other important 
matters have been dealt with or are being 
dealt with—tool allowance, the 44-hour 
guaranteed week, grading. In all of these 
issues we seek improvement and shall con- 
tinue to do so in spite of setbacks. I am 
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not convinced that the results we seek a, 
unobtainable nor that the claims are extry, 
vagant in any way. An adequate tool alloy. 
ance is a means of fostering a craftsmay; 
pride in his job and the burden, therefore 
of providing satisfactory and efficient tog, 
of production should not rest mainly 
those who have to use them. In other jp. 
dustries the cost of the means of productio, 
is not the responsibility of the workers by 
is laid where it properly belongs—on en: 
ployers. The claim for the guaranteed {yj 
week is also one that we intend to puny 
and here I would take the opportuniy 
of discounting any suggestion that this fig. 
of economic progress involves undue ¢. 
pense. I know that “ undue” is an elastic 
and arguable term but judging by the wa 
in which some employers thought fit to jp. 
terpret their obligations under the rule ip 
question during the two spells of ¢ojj 
weather early this year, one would conclué: 
that the cost of the difference, reaching to, 
maximum of 12 hours, is quite small an 
barely worth mentioning, but the difference 
to the victims of lost time is by no mean; 
unimportant. 

“On the question of grading, it remaig 
the Federation’s policy to seek the abolition 
of all grades below ‘A,’ as now obtains ip 
the whole of Scotland and in the gyi 
engineering industry. The regular sessions 
of the Grading Commission are a costly 
affair and I think the only sensible arrange 

ent is to have a uniform rate throughout 
the country, apart from the two separate 
cases of London and Liverpool. At present 
probably as much as 85 per cent. of building 
workers are on grade ‘A’ and over and it 
seems to me that an unnecessary outlay is 
incurred in dealing with upgrading applica- 
tions affecting not more than 15 per cent 
of the industry’s personnel. This procedure 
strains our national negotiating machinery 
to an unnecessary point, not because any 
complicated issue is involved but becaus 
it has almost reached the stage of an ex 
pensive redundancy and has, as it wer, 
‘worked itself out.’” 

On the subject of labour-only sub 
contracting Mr. Mills said: 

“IT think the obvious progress made in the 
trade union field in the new towns proves the 
wisdom of the Executive Committee’s action 
in providing separate representatives to look 
after these areas and the wisdom also of the 
action of the unions which agreed to cot- 
tinue their subvention. I would like per 
sonally to thank the unions concerned for 
the support and co-operation which they 
have so readily displayed. The areas cot 
cerned have provided a fruitful field for the 
activities of many dubious types of cor 
tractors as well as for the reputable firms; 
indeed, it is some of the latter whom we 
have to thank for their aid in dealing with 
the labour-only pest. 

“T am glad to note that our unions remain 
very much concerned in the matter of labour 
only and the related subject of payment by 
results. We have not received from the 
Federated Employers that measure of 0 
operation we are entitled to expect in deal: 
ing with the type of person who is quite com 
scienceless in the industrial sense. It seems 
to me reasonable to conclude that labour 
only is out of control because it cannot be 
controlled and that its growth is due to this 





It can crop up under various guises. This 
matter is one to which I hope the employes 
will give greater attention and will approat! 
with a realism which has not so far beet 
conspicuous. Our Federation has certaial/ 
not been slow in making its views known 10 
the Employers’ Federation.” 
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RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED 

Forty motions from various parts of the 
country were placed before the conference. 
One from the Eastern Counties Regional 
Council urged those responsible * to press for 
the principle of two consecutive weeks of 
annual holiday in the normal holiday period.” 
The Northern Counties Regional Council 
thought that the Executive Committee should 
press for the stamping of holiday credit 
cards during periods of sickness for at least 
eight weeks in any 12 months as was the 
practice and included in the holiday agree- 
ments of most industries. The Plumbing 
Trades’ Union was of the opinion that in- 
centives schemes had an adverse effect on 
wage applications and urged the conference 
to call upon the Executive to give notice to 
terminate the agreement on incentives. The 
National Society of Painters wanted the con- 
ference to declare that the time was now 
opportune to consolidate the sliding scale 
agreement into the basic rate. It also sug- 
gested that the Executive should formulate 
a new wages and conditions structure which 
would give greater security of employment, 
holiday and pensions and put an end to 
casualisation of the building industry. 

On holiday matters, the Scottish Regional 
Council submitted the following resolution: 
“This conference instructs the Executive 
Committee to open negotiations with, or in- 
struct our representatives on, the management 
company of the holidays with pay scheme: 
(1) To increase the value of the credit stamps 
so that a full wage is uptifted by our opera- 
tives at the two weeks’ annual summer holi- 
day and each statutory holiday; (ii) to ensure 
that members signifying their retiral from the 
industry by claiming the government’s old 
age retiral pension be paid their holiday 
credits immediately on retiral; (iii) to devise 
ways and means with the management com- 
pany, or with the employers, whereby mem- 
bers receiving industrial injury or accident 
benefit are credited with holiday contribu- 
tions whilst off work through injury or acci- 
dent arising out of or from their employ- 
ment.” 

As a step towards one union for the build- 
ing industry, the London Regional Council 
believed that discussions should take place 
between the unions concerned along the lines 
suggested by the TUC for amalgamation of 
kindred trades within the building industry. 

In view of the “alarming incidence of 
fatal and non-fatal accidents in the building 
industry,” the Scottish Regional Council 
urged the conference to express its concern 
and to instruct the Executive Committee to 
go into this matter with a view to steps being 
taken to bring forward legislation which 
would provide greater safety. 

On the subject of employment the North- 
Western Counties Regional Council put for- 
ward the following: ‘‘ That this conference 
entertains serious misgivings on the present 
programme for the building industry and the 
prospects for continued full employment. It 
is mindful that 75 per cent. of all building 
is either directly or indirectly controlled by 
the Government and that reduced capital in- 
vestment appears to be current policy. It 
urges the Executive Committee to make the 
firmest and most urgent representations to 
the Minister on the need for long-term plan- 
ning, if possible with the support of the 
employers, in order to ensure the fullest 
utilisation of building resources in the in- 
terests of the nation.” 

The Northern Counties Regional Council 
wanted the Executive Committee to take 
every possible step to prevail upon whatever 
government was in power considerabiy to 
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reduce the rate of interest on money bor- 
rowed for housing. They were of the 
opinion that, thereby, building costs would 
fall, rents would be lower and better stand- 
ards of living for building trade workers 
would be provided. 

The Southern Counties Regional Council 
urged the Executive to press on with nego- 
tiations for the 5-day week without loss of 
pay and also considered that Good Friday 
should be made a normal public holiday with 
premium rate of pay if worked on that day. 

A motion submitted by the South Wales 
and Monmouthshire Regional Council 
stated: “That this conference views with 
concern the entry of Remploy, Ltd., into the 
competitive market for the manufacture of 
joinery on an extensive scale, and asks that 
the Executive Committee approach the direc- 
torate of Remploy, Ltd., with a view to 
curtailing their activities in this direction.” 


AMERICAN HIGHWAYS 
The Growth of Toll Roads 


HE road map of the United States, writes 

a correspondent, is undergoing a change 
which, like the change of 30 years ago, may 
conspicuously influence American life. The 
road builders’ problem in the 1920s was to 
throw a network of hard-surface highways 
across a continent rapidly turning from 
horses to horse-power. To-day’s load 
problem is far less complicated. It is merely 
to build superhighways, to free overland 
traffic from congestion in cities and towns. 
The problem is being attacked with vigour 
in many sections of the United States. High- 
way construction abounds. 

To-day’s road construction work is on two 
types of roads. The multiple-lane highway 
and the 60-mile-per-hour “toll road.” Four- 
lane highways have become fairly common. 
Even in the agricultural middle-West inter- 
city traffic has outgrown the old two-jane 
road. In the State of Kansas, for example, 
traffic has increased 24 per cent. in the past 
three years. The main increase, of course. 
occurred between the State’s major cities. 
Much the same holds true of other States. 
In consequence, multiple-lane highways 
have undergone a change since pre-war days. 
Opposing sets of lanes are often divided by 
a wide “island” of grass landscaped with 
bushes and trees. Intersections with side 
roads, are gradually being bridged or 
tunnelled. Such roads are now being built 
at an unprecedented rate. 

The US Bureau of Public Roads in Wash- 
ington, which administers Federal highway 
building funds, is concentrating on inter- 
state, arterial traffic free from urban delays. 
With its contribution usually matched by 
States and cities, it has in the past year spent 
some $300m. on completing 758 miles of 
arterial thoroughfares. This year, Congress 
has laid special emphasis on inter-city and 
inter-State roads in allocating about $1,000m. 
to highway construction. Yet, even modern, 
multiple-lane highways often follow the old 
road-bed and remain troubled by tight 
curves and excessive feeder traffic. 

The toll road is a specially built super 
express highway to which a toll of roughly 
between one and two cents per mile per car 
is made. The money thus collected goes 
towards the cost of its construction and main- 
tenance. Highways officials and engineers 
were once set against toll roads. With some 
4m. miles of roads freely accessible to the 
American motorist, who, they asked, would 
pay for using a special road? Today, there 
are many who believe toll roads are the 
solution to the nation’s highway problem. 
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There are sound reasons for this change of 
expert opinion; existing toll roads haye been 
singularly successful and traffic has grown 
so that, even in the wide-open Mid-West, 
financing toll roads presents no probiem. 
Thus toll roads, conspicuous for their width 
and limited number of entry and exit points, 
have become the answer to the modern ruad 
builders’ prayer, and also to the question 
of how to raise the astronomical sums needed 
for long-distance thoroughfares without im- 
posing unfair local tax burdens. - 

Major toll roads are in operation to-day 
in nine States. New or added construction 
is under way in ten States. Ten more States 
are about to issue bonds for raising $1,600m. 
for new construction. Surprisingly enough, 
local traffic and lorries are using toll high- 
ways so much that all estimates have become 
outdated. Construction costs are being raid 
off faster than anticipated. Neighbouring 
towns, once afraid of losing the tourist trade, 
find their parking and traffic jams relieved 
and local business revived. In fact, toll 
roads have few opponents to-day. It is felt 
they may solve more traffic problems than 
they were called upon to answer. 

SAFETY REGULATIONS 
CONTRAVENED 
Two Builders Fined 


FREDERICK WILLIAM ROBINSON and Fred- 
erick Walter Frank Gimbert, partners in a 
Sutton (Ely) building firm, were fined £5 each 
with Ils. costs by Peterborough magistrates 
last week for contravention of safety regula- 
tions, said to have resulted in a workman’s 
death. They were summoned for failing to 
provide a guard rail or toe-boards on a work- 
ing platform from which a person was liable 
to fall more than 6 ft. 6 in. The workman 
involved was said to have been wheeling a 
wheelbarrow full of mortar and that he lost 
control of the barrow and fell about 14 ft. 
from the edge of the scaffolding. 

There had been no guard rail on the scaf- 
folding as it had not been available at the 
time. The scaffolder had been instructed to 
put it up, but had been assisting with the 
building work. For the defendants it was 
stated that the firm had carried on business 
for seven years with no accidents except the 
inevitable ones. At the inquest on the work- 
man it had been revealed that the scaffolder 
had been complimented on the efficiency of 
the firm’s safety precautions at another site. 

The scaffolder had intended to dismantle 
scaffolding from a finished house for use on 
the one on which the accidént occurred. 


INTERIOR DECORATIONS 
Liverpool Corporation’s Problem 


THE PROBLEM of decorating the interiors of 
Corporation houses_is engaging the attention 
of the Liverpool Housing Committee. Some 
years ago this work was done on the lines 
that a house would be entirely decorated 
during a period of seven years—that is, two 
rooms or sO every year. 

That was stopped in 1949, and since then 
tenants have been assisted in the decoration 
of parts of the houses which were difficult to 
get at, such as the halls and high ceilings. 
This change was caused by the heavy costs, 
which had amounted to £167,700 a year. 

Since then costs have jumped up while the 
number of Corporation houses has increased 
by about 11,000. As a result, if the old sys- 
tem was revived the cost would be approxi- 
mately £230,000 a year. 

On the repairs account there is a balance of 
about £560,000, but the introduction of the 
old scheme would result in that sum being 
swallowed up within the next three years. 
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HOUSING IN AFRICA 


Owner-Occupier Plan 


bs JEVERYTHING possible should be done 

to assist those who want to become 
owners of their houses,” states a despatch 
from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
Mr. Oliver Lyttelton, to the Governors of 
the British African Colonies, published on 
June 17. 

The despatch is published with a memor- 
andum entitled “ Housing in British African 
Territories ” Colonial No. 303, price Is. 3d. 
by HM Stationery Office. The memorandum, 
which has been prepared by the Housing 
Adviser to the Colonial Office, Mr. G. A. 
Atkinson, in collaboration with the Colonial 
Housing and Town Planning Advisory Panel, 
estimates that in Africa it costs £150 to £350 
to build a home for a married worker. 

Since the war a number of African 
Governments, notably those of the Gold 
Coast, Kenya and Northern Rhodesia, have 
undertaken important housing programmes. 
Mr. Atkinson’s report states that the lack of 
adequate housing in Africa, as elsewhere in 
the world, is a cause of unrest, but through- 
out the Colonial territories the importance 
of more and better housing as an essential 
social service is clearly recognised. 

A summary in the memorandum advises 
that the aim of housing policies of African 
Governments should be to encourage, where- 
ever possible, home ownership. Neverthe- 
less it may be necessary to retain for some 
time existing obligations of employers to 
house employees, and in some cases it may 
be desirable for Governments to assist them 
in the discharge of their obligations. 

“Rental housing in the large towns will 
always be needed and will usually have to 
be provided by a public authority, though 
private enterprise has a useful, if somewhat 
restricted, contribution to make.” 

The memorandum examines in detail the 
responsibility for social housing within the 
machinery of Government, and such ques- 
tions as urban land policies, standards of 
housing and housing finance. 

It is hoped to undertake similar studies 
for regions other than Africa. 


ACCIDENT TO PROPERTY 
OWNER 
Builder’s Liability Defined 


[F a builder invites a property owner to 

go aloft to inspect work being carried 
out it is up to the builder to know whether 
scaffolding and means of access are safe. 
He cannot leave it to the owner to decide 
for himself, said Mr. Justice Glyn-Jones in 
the Civil Court at Chester Assizes on June 9. 

He awarded £850 damages and costs to 
Mr. Dennis Henderson (42), a brewer’s 
agent, of 38, Beechley-road, Wrexham, 
employed by Messrs. Ind Coope and Allsop, 
of Burton on Trent. Defendants were the 
trustees of the late Mr. W. A. Truxford, 
trading as James George Truxford, Conway, 
Caernarvonshire, builders and contractors, 
who were engaged in re-roofing work at the 
Boar’s Head Hotel, Chester-street, Mold, 
where plaintiff called in connection with his 
employment. Visiting the premises on 
December 11, 1951, Mr. Henderson fell from 
the top of a ladder when returning after 
inspecting at the request of the foreman a 
copper gully on the roof of an outbuilding. 
He fractured his right heel-bone. A medical 
report stated that he was now unable to 
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obtain pleasure from dancing because of his 
foot injury. 

The Judge said the builders themselves 
had all been using the ladder, which was 
not lashed and the body of which was rest- 
ing on uneven ground, certain of which was 
covered with ice. Before Mr. Henderson 
went up they did not indicate that someone 
would hold it at the bottom. and he could 
not be blamed for using it. 

“T think that the defendants owed a duty 
of care to the plaintiff to see to it that he 
was not invited to go up a dangerous ladder, 
or if he did, precautions should have been 
taken to keep him safe,” said the Judge. 
Mr. Henderson knew the ladder was not 
secure, but did not apply his mind as to 
how far it was unsafe, relying on the builders 
in accepting their invitation to use the ladder. 
The Judge said he rejected the suggestion 
that Mr. Henderson was guilty of contribu- 
tory negligence, and that he pressed against 
the top of the ladder when starting to come 
down, causing it to slip. There was no 
appreciable risk of his suffering any loss of 
earning capacity in the future, although he 
had suffered a great deal of pain. He was 
still suffering from a loss of function to his 
right foot and ankle which was permanent. 

The defendants denied negligence and 
alleged that_plaintiff was himself guilty of 
contributory negligence. 

Earlier, Mr. Henderson, cross-examined 
by Mr. Peter Thomas, for the defendants, 
had denied that he leaned against the top 
part of the ladder before descending, caus- 
ing it to slide out. 


EJMA JUBILEE 
Celebration Lunch 


A JUBILEE luncheon to celebrate the 50th 

anniversary of the foundation *of the 
English Joinery Manufacturers’ Association 
was held at Claridges Hotel, London, on 
June 17. The president, Mr. W. E. Adams, 
JP, presided, and Mr. Harold Macmillan, 
Minister of Housing and Local Government, 
was the principal guest. Many prominent 
architects, builders and Government officials 
were also present. 

Mr. MACMILLAN, in responding to the 
toast of “Her Majesty’s Ministers,” took 
the opportunity of congratulating the joinery 
manufacturers on their contribution to the 
success of the housing programme. He also 
praised the work of all other sections of the 
building industry and, in particular. con- 
gratulated Mr. Howard Robertson, president 
of the RIBA. on the honour of knighthood 
recently conferred upon him. 


The material producers, said Mr. Mac- 
millan, had succeeded far beyond his hopes 
in increasing production. This was chiefly 
because they had been given the chance to 
improve output. In the same way the 
builders had consumed 20 per cent. more 
cement and 15 per cent. more bricks because 
these materials had been made available to 
them. 

The policy of allowing industry generally 
to work to its fullest physical capacity was, 
he believed, the only way to increase our 
national wealth. The production of national 
wealth was the solution to most of our prob- 
lems. First, we were endeavouring to pay 
all our debts in honest money; second, we 
had to maintain a welfare state; and third, 
we were contributing substantially to the 
defence of the free world. 


If we could teach the production of 
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national wealth, we would have done as 
much as was possible in our time, Mr. Mac- 
millan concluded. 


HIGH PRICE OF SOFTWOOD 


In proposing the toast, Mr. W. E. Apams 
spoke of the progressive easing and removal] 
of the irksome controls on the raw materials 
used in building, especially softwood. The 
joinery trade was now free to expand its 
activities, although this might be retarded by 
the high price of softwood. He hoped that 
we would soon see the end of restrictions 
upon supplies of imported hardboard, a 
material which was now important to the 
joinery trade. 

Continuing, Mr. Adams said that the high 
cost of building continued to give concem 
to Government and public alike. Increased 
productivity was réquired from everyone 
within the industry—materials, producers and 
builders alike. Mr. Macmillan’s Ministry 
was convinced, and so were many members 
of his Association, that more could be done 
in cost reduction of house-building by the 
greater use of standard components, particu- 
larly standard in size. The joinery trade was 
fully alive to the economies of standard pro- 
duction and practised it in large measure. 

Many joinery manufacturers were rejoic- 
ing in the prospect of a building programme 
which permitted a greater use of high-class 
joinery to architect’s detail. In re-building 
the City of London and other war-scarred 
areas, in buildings for the cultural pursuits, 
and in many other avenues, they would find 
joy in exercising the joiner’s craft in all its 
facets, faithfully interpreting the architects’ 
designs to achieve a beauty which would 
endure for generations. 

The toast of “ The Guests ” was proposed 
by Mr. JAMEs B. Austin, JP. Sir RICHARD 
Coprock, CBE, General Secretary, NFBTO, 
replied. 


CARRYING PIPES 
ACROSS A CANAL 


Use of Prestressed Concrete Beams 


PRESTRESSED concrete beams have been 
used at Birmingham to carry an 18-in. pipe 
over the Birmingham-Worcester canal at 
Kings Norton. 

The bridge consists of two huge concrete 
beams, each 60 ft., long, with seven transverse 
saddle beams. The pipe will service a new 
1,000-house estate at Pool Farm. 

In order to stand the strain and give the 
rigidity and accuracy necessary to carry the 
spun-iron pipe the Birmingham Public Works 
Department have made use of the Lee- 
McCall system of prestressing concrete. 

By this method it was possible to bring the 
main beams, each in three sections, and join 
them on the site, thus avoiding an insoluble 
transport problem. Two steel bars were then 
passed through each beam and the stressing 
was done on the spot by a jack, which was 
attached to the protruding threads of the steel 
bars, which were drawn out under a stress ol 
41 tons by 2.82 in. By the same means the 
transverse beams which will support the pipe 
are being compressed, this prestressing pre- 
venting cracking. The 60-foot beams were 
put in position over the canal by running 
them on rail track and then drawing one end 
over the water attached to a cable while the 
other rested on the track. 

This task, resembling a war-time job of 
bridge-building, was aptly carried out by Mr- 
A. J. Adams, contractor, who was formerly 
a colonel of the Royal Engineers. 
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HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. 


It is the intention that the 


details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 


necessarily the highest or the lowest. 


The prices apply to large 


quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 


merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. 


Average of prices for 


Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast 
Pit Sand te 
Ww. ashed Sand . 
i in. Shingle 
} in. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze ee 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag “Aggregate 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site y 

Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening Cement in 6- ton loads 
and upwards to site nes aaa ane 
1 to 6 ton do. site . ‘a as 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to 435s. 9d. aig ton. 

White Portland Cement 
Under | ton 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up 

Stourbridge Fireclay, 6 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 
London 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks 

Second Hard Stocks ... 

Mild Stocks 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2¢in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W. vs 
District Commons ... ; 


Cellular aa 
Keyed GOs 
Rustics 


Cellular Rustics 
Single Bullnose 
Sandfaced .. 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) 


do. 


2¢in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 

Stations) ts fae on sah 
3 in. do. (London Stations) ... ee sie 
2§in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 


(London Sites) 
a Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London 
ites) 
7“ Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
ites) 
2§ in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London Sites) aa 
2gin. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock _Facings 
(London Sites) aca 


per yd. 


” 
per cwt. 


per ton 


— i i bh 


uns 


Aan 


11 
1 


MEQIDAHDUNMNH 


NNN 
won 


NN 
sIN 


_ 
w 


13 


19 
18 


17 
15 


= 
a2NO=n 
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— 
—AWeWwun- 


ADDN no 
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23 in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi 
(London Sites) 

Glazed Bricks (London sites), W hite, ‘Ivor vy, 
Stretchers... vas 
Headers , ; 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4} in. Flats” 

Double Stretchers ... o eae 

Double Headers ; 

One side and two ends 

Two sides and one end 

Splays and Squints 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over. White. 
colours, hard glaze, 
All above prices plus 73% 
plus 73° 


Stock Hictangnen 


6 less 10% for Second quality 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 


. Brown— 


per 1,000 


Other 
£8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
for Best quality and 


HoLLow CLay PARTITION BLOCKs (Keyed) 


Minimum 

lorry loads. 
2 in. ror ma .. 140 yds. 
24 in. 140 yds. 
3 in. Pe 120 yds. 
4 in. (6 cavity) _ 95 yds. 


Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 


2 in. ae aaa .-- 100 yds. 

24 in. een 85 yds. 

3 in. 75 yds. 

4 in. 55 yds. 

CRANHAM 

2 in. 

23 in. 

3 in. 

4 in. 


4} in. Load bearing quality ou = ey 

FLoor BLOCKS 

3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. by 12 in. delivered in full 
Jorry- -loads a he aaa pe? 


4 in. do. 
Sin. do. 
6 in. do. 
7 in. do. 
8 in. do. 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


... per yd. 


sup. 


per 1,000 31 10 
3 


£.6.¢é. 
14 0 6 
64 0 0 
63 0 0 
80 0 0 
85 0 0 
7710 O 
87 0 0 
89 10 0 
83 0 0 
4 3 

4 6 

5 0 

6 7 

ee 
42 

5 0 

6 2 

6 5 
2 

8 3 

10 2 
Mm 2 

0 

413 0 
Fe 
46 16 0 
54 1 0 
61 15 0 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


delivered London Area. 


Over 2 2tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 
Best Quality +674% +974% 1074% 
B.S.S. Best do. +10% +674% +10% +974% +10% +i 
Tested Quality +374% + 674% 43744497) $% +374°% +1074 
B.S.S. Tested do. +473%4+674% : +474%4+974% +4747. -+ 074%, 
3 in. Land Drain elaine - 12 in. saat per 1,000 10 8 6 
4 in. do. a 13 14 6 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park.. ree . per ft. cube 6 10 
St. Aldheim Box Ground ‘a 7 10 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area ,, y ae 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area me a 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. —_——- 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine —n 
Southern Region - re 7 Tk 
Hopton-Wood Stone— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 
iin Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to 5 ft. and not over 15 ft. 
super in area ; per ft. sup. 62 
1} in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 
described . 8 6 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. X 3 in. Rubbed, stant weaguegs a 
stooled cills : . perft.cube 3 1 9 
12 in. X 6in. do. “do. pa 2 (fs 
12 in. xX 3in. Plain coping, twice throated pe 114 0 
12in. x 3in. Weathered oe * twice throatedcoping ,, 2°23 6 
14 in. X 6in. do. 4 a 3.6 
44 in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed ra top and face ... e i oe 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes .-» per ft. sup. 6 6 
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STONE—continued s. 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork perft.cube 1 2 6 
Do. do. fair one en for _ —_ 
brickwork os Bs ite a 9659 
Hard York— 
12in. x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 7 10 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front .. perft.cube 2 2 0 
12 in. Xx 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front ... mi 2 g6 °9 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. to 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, inrandom sizes _ peryd.sup. 2 11 9 
TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French es Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district se : a 28 18 6 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district... 41 18 6 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 56 17 6 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district 12417 0 
Machine-made 10} x 6} Staffordshire district . go: 3) 0 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 1 7s 6 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. 1 6 3 
Concrete tiles 10} x 6} . 1 1036 
do. Interlocking (49S) | 18 9 6 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ ‘responsibility. 
SLATES 
First- -quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual. 
Te 100 16 9 
22% 12 86 6 6 
22% At 78 0 6 
20 x 12 1313.53 
20 x 10 68 10 Y 
18 x 10 50:17. 0 
18 x 9 43 15 0 
16 x 10 42.18 3 
_ ee See aids as nee ne so ane 33 13 3 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality oe Ex. Wharf per standard - to £125 
Carcassing quality do. me £90 to £100 
1 in. Tongued and Groov ed Flooring do. me £106 0 OU 
Hardwood— 
se “anal oo S.E. oe do. per ft.cube 1 5 0 
Honduras do. as do. me 3 5 @ 
ox European do. me do. os LD 6 
do. Japanese do. eid do. ae 2S 0 
do. English Logs sawn do. s bh § 0 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. a 2 0 0 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. : ee Gi | 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
Delivered London area. 
1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern 4 in. deal 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. es , each 1120 
2 it. 3m, X 6 ft. 6 in. a oes oe ‘6s 1 13) 0 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. vy pe See a 114 0 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft..6 im me cs a 1 16 66 
2 in. do. but top +e open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. “ cs ae os ae eS 
2 ft.9in. x 6 ft. 6 in. as - wes 2416 
2 in. Panel, top panei open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. cab ve Bee Pr 2 4 49 
2 ft. 9 in. <6 16.'6.an. ie — _ mn 233: 36 
SUNDRIES 
oO London area f 
in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. O in. in 
quantities of | ton (89 yds to 1 ton) ... per yd. 5 8 
13 in do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) es - gee 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) io aa 8 11} 
24 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) 10 3 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) 11 53 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 3} in. of thickness. 
4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
se 100 sq. ft. 2 2 6 
4 in Hardboard do. a se se . . 2 3.6 
fs in. do. do ose ~~ 2 Dato 
#s in. Asbestos Fle it Building Sheets . per yd. sup 3, 42 
Roofing Felt, 1-ply wae _ was o 1 6 
do. 2-ply ok +e ee ie ) ae 
Best Scotch Glue, in slabs | «.. per $ cwt. eee | am. 
do. pearl s * > 35.8 
Croid ‘Glue 28 Ib. 2 5 6 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1- ton lots) _ per ton S45 0 
do. 4in. and up (1-ton lots) ns 50 15 0 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) es ‘se per cwt. 24653 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots)... oP a 242 9 
METALS Steet Joists, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. x Sin., 8 in. X S5in., 8in. X 6in., 10in. x 6in. 
12 in. X 6 in. “— cut to unangs delivered London 
area : . per ton ae 7 °6 
Extra for sizes 
3in. X 14 in. tee s 3:30 60 
Sin. XK 3 M.; 4 in. x 3 in., Sin. x 2b in, ne i .. 38 
4in. x 1} in. . soe = 3 0 0 
4 in. X 1} in., 24 in. x “1h in. ae ee - o 3° 6 
5in. X 3 in., 22in. x 7in. ... a es - I-06 0 
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. s. ¢@ 
6in. X 3 in. wee * eo ° perton i 10 9 
9in. < 7 in. Sa os om s pe $s § 
10in. < 4} in., 12 in. xX Sin. : + 15 6 
Sin. X 44 in., 6in. X 4} in., 7in. X 34in., 
7in. X 4in., 8in. X 4in., 9in. X 4in., 
10in. x Sin., 10 in. x 8in., 12in. x 8in., 
13in:. X Sin, 14 in. x 5$in., 14 in. X 6in., es 10 0 
14 in. x 8in., 15 in. xX Sin, 15in. x 6in., 
16in. X 6in., 16in. X 8in., 18 in. X 6in., 

18 in. x 7in., 18 in. X 8 in., 20 in. x 6} in., 

20 in. x 7} in. eas ah pee 

Steel angles average price oe ee aoe ae 39 12 6 
Steel tees average price aaa aaa See Se 40 12 6 
Fabricated work delivered London— 

R.S. Joists cut and fitted cen fee aes een ae 53 7 6 

Compound girders oe ae pee aes eet) 26 58 12 6 

Stanchions = see at aie ree Saar ge 63 17 6 

Compound stanchions os awe SeeP ty 67 7 6 

In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ae cer WS TG 

Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 

Stock } in. diam., and — ee ae cacoas 39 14 6 

din. diam. is s = age ... per ton extra 312 0 
fin. do. ... ae awe ars aos ea i 2 Ie 

fin. do. ... a re ass Ses sae me 2 256 

gin. do. ... ax a oe a See PS I a 


MILD STEEL TUBES 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts: 


Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
Clas A — 13% 
ClassB + 74% Light + 234% Malleable List — 393% +354 
Class C + 233% Heavy + 303% 

Black— 
ClassA — 22% 
Class B 113% ~~ Light 11% Malleable List — 394% 
ClasC + 3% Heavy ; 184? 


C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 


Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Stop 
Gutters Nozzles Ends 
3 in. a eae < ate se SRE 2/9 ‘10 
34 in. ae oes his sa PE 3/- /10 
4 in. 4/54 3/5 1/2 
4} in. hee a aes nee aoe 4/104 3/9 1/ 
5 in. “ ne Bis : 5/54 4/2 1/8 
CE 0. G. Gena 
3 in. 4/1 3/8 /\t 
34h in. 4/6} 3/8 1/2 
4 in. ses ais oe ats “se | he 3/9 1/6 
4} in. fee ia a ae sce S/SE 4/5 1/8 
5 in. aoe se a oe Sfil 5/1 1/il 
C.I. RAIN-WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in 6-ft. eae Pipe Bends Branches 
2 in. aes tei soe 6/52 3/5 4/10 
24 in. aes me aks > 6/9 3/9 6/8 
3 in. WT 4/9 7/3 
34 in. eee ao er — an. OFT 5/8 8/7 
4in. oes es 9/114 6/11 10/2 
"9 CC. — Soi Pires 
2 in. cue ile are ma 7/74 5/10 7/2 
24 in. 8/1 6/6 8/11 
3 in. 9/03 iy. 10/8 
34 in. 10/13 8/11 12/5 
4in. 11/63 10/- 14/7 


Above prices for gutters rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 
only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 10% and 
tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2 ton lots 24 per "cent. 

L.C.C. Coatep DRAIN PIPES 
| ‘ 


n 9-fts. 
cwt. ar. Ib. per yd. Bends Bra nches 
4 in. ae So el | 17 21/3 14/3 25/- 
6 in. oon ‘ se 1 31/6 29/7 51/ 3 
pom STOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. 
2 in. 23 in. 3 in. 4in 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths peryd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 6/5 
Shoes.. . @€ach 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 
Single Branches... a 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 
Bends square or obtuse ,, 2/8 2/11 3/9 5/4 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. ,, 2/11 3/9 4/3 S5/ik 
do. Om do. 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 
Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4 in. 4h in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/Tk 
Drop ends .. -. each 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Stop Ends ... 0. y /10 /\l WE 1/2 
Angles re eet. iy 2/11 3/5 4/1 4/10 
Nozzles os are gt 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Union Clips — 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 
ASBESTOS ae RouND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4 in. 4h in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths peryd. 2/6 2/114 3/04 3/7 5/- 
Drop ends acs Gage 6 2/k 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
Stop ends... a alee /9 /10 /i1 1/- 1/2 
Angles ae Soir easy 2/5 2/8 yAgnt 3/2 4/3 
Nozzles ng Pee 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/i1 = 4/3 
Union Clips et 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 2° 
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METALS—continued 
Per ton basis 
in London 
ey Sey 2 
Jron—Staffordshire Crown Merchant Que! ity 39 15 0 
Mild Steel Bars 37 17. 6 
Mild Steel Hoops 39 5 O 


Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 








£. 3: @ 
Soft sheets C.R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge e 46 14 6 
24 gauge 47 19 6 
26 gauge .. 49 9 6 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 ft. ‘to 9 ft.- oa 
20 gauge i 53 12 0 
24 gauge RE Hee aa ate zae ror 33 12 GO 
26 gauge . aa ae 53 fT @ 
Galvanised Flat sheets Cc. R. and rad ‘A. — 
20 gauge ee 54 12 0 
24 gauge 56 12 0 
26 gauge sats oe a Mee “ee ce 59 7 O 
PLUMBERS’ BRASS Work, Copper, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 
All per doz. din. Zin. lin. I}in. Ihin. 2in. 
PE sacl bib cocks ae 
head for iron ry 73/6 109/3 
Toilet bib cocks for iron 94/6 135/6 
Screwdown stop cocks foriron 63/- 91/3 179/6 308/9 441/- 778/- 
do. with two unions for lead 85/- 126/- 223/9 400/- 529/- 1178/- 
Double nut boiler screws 15/9 22/- 40/- 41/- 56/9 80/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 65/- 148/- 226/9 413/9 586/- 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
iron ; Y : 16/6 20/- 33/— 57/9 71/- 138/9 
* din Igin. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4 in. 
Caps and screws pee ... 28/6 34/9 50/6 78/9 100/9 131/3 
Brass sleeves ... aa 26/3 26/3 47/3 63/- 64/- 
“Ik x 6 1b. 1} x_6 lb. 2x7 3x7 
Lead P. trap with anne aaiatiteg 
screws y 60/9 75/9 121/- 207 /- 
Lead S. trap do. 73/3 91/- 149/- 267/9 
Solder s ¢€ 
Plumbers’ eee ae Pe . sail ib s+ 3 
ee aa 4 0 
Blow pip a4 °% 
Copper a a BSS 659/1944. on the basic price of 273 d. ‘per ib. plus gauge 


and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 
d. d. 
din. x 19 gauge Pea) 7 Total per Ib. 404 
yin, X 19 = oe 10% os mm 383 
Pin X18 ,, 9} oa ee 374 
Ijin. xX 18 ,, 8? a " 363 
It in. X 18 ,, ae 8} = = 363 
2 it. X47 104 én 384 
Rolled Copper ‘sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price £ -s. d. 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras ... ... perton 296 5 0 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG) S5cwt.lotsupwards percwt. 616 0 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) do. a 614 0 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) do. re 612 9 
Brass tubes basic ee, _ ome and manufactur- 
ing extras per lb. 1 103 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


fe. 
Lead Sheet, English, 3} lb. substance and vicina perton 133 10 0 
Lead Water Pipe in CONS . ... pee 134 15 0 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. ‘to 4 in. ‘dia. ses os 136 5 0 
do. over 4 in. dia. Su ee ‘ 138 5 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe ‘ re re 136 5 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
Scwt. and under 1 ton a per cwt. 2 0 
3cwt. do. FEW. a Pe see wae pe 4 0 
lewt. do. SCWEe ss re a 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £89 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink i in l-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton + 6 6 
do. White do. do. me 714 3 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. ie i r £6 
do. Fine do. do. ~e <a a a, 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads Pee aaa ee a 6 9 6 
Hydrated Lime Cl: ane eas “ce “re me 512 6 
Lump Lime do. is x 2. @ 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads . ‘8 10 4 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in I-ton loads... a 918 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads ; * I Tae 
air percwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board fin. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site . per yd. as 


Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 yds. and over in cue 
delivery Delivered site “ » 2 6 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 
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Delivered London area £6. ¢€ 
Ceiling Distemper per cwt. 112 0 
Washable Distemper ” 5 i: ¢@ 
Gloss Paint per gal. 2% ¢ 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 ‘cwt. drums) _ per cwt. > ti<¢ 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND O1Ls. 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 8 10 0 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 gal. lots in 1 ‘gal. tins per gal. 3 0 0 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, | cwt. keg . .. percwt. 6 14 3 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg a ea ae 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib... per tin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra es ©6per gal. Il 6 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. val os as ae | 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal) Drums extra aa a 5 6} 
do. do. (40 gal. drum) do. poe ao 4 8} 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior ... oa a 6 6 
Creosoie (40 gal. barrels) 4 2 0 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. ceed per Ib. £6 
White Lining Paper J per piece F 2 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside «per gal S32 6 
Oak Pale Copal do. : re oe 46a me 115 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside per ne wai ce 117 6 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. e oan uaa a ya 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. pre pene roe me 226 
Finest Carriage Varnish - 210 O 
Front Door Varnish as ee aes = SF +6 
Japan Gold Size... eas ned aad aa ‘a 110 0 
Black Japan aaa oe aa oa or a § Sq 
Brunswick Black... ea eae uaa “a oe 1 0 0 
Berlin Black ita aa si am ome a | ee ee 
Terebene , sé re aa g2 1 5 0 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) aa ber aa oa 2 06 
French and Brush Polish (do.) _ ... as aes a 113 0 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. Per ft. super 
s. d. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes ... 53 
24 OZ. 55 a a a a 7} 
ro OZ. ” ” ” ” ” ” 9} 
2 02. % ” % 1 0 
1 in. Rolled Plate.. , 9 
fin. and } in. Rough Cast 1 O 
$in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard d patterns 4 
White .. i 9 
do. Standard Tints 1 43 
do. Special Tints net eas aad oo aia nee y 
¢in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 
Reedlyte and senaeniing aa a ae 1 1 
3 in. Wired Cast ... § 2 
in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 2} 
Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
P.B2 Se xX 58 Shia 2 9 
P.B.3 7% xX 72 < 3¢in 4 2 
P.B.32 7} x 7} x 3g in. . 4 2 
Radiused Corner Blocks to match up  with— 
P.B.2 z , aaa > 
P.B.3 6 9 
P.B.32 a 6 9 
3 in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. “Quality— Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. Pe & by, 
» *» oa 5 ft. sup. 4 5 
eae ag me 45 ft. sup. sD 
e 100 ft. sup. 5 6 
fin. Polished Plate. extra sizes, i.e., plates paniiies 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one — or 135 in. 
both ways ; 7 4 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup., or ‘ditto . ll 3 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto . 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on iia i 
Sutstances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Minimum Per ft. super. 
i d. 


Description of Glass quantity. s. 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. 3,000 4 
24 02. ,, ” 2,000 53 
e vg - 2,000 7 
2,000 of 

i be ‘Rolled Plate 1,000 7k 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White : ; 1,000 Tk 
4 in. Cross Flexon, Pinstrine, _Hammerstripe, 

Recded, Luminating and Spotlyte é 1,000 10} 
#; in. and } in. Rolled Plate or atest Cast 2,000 1 
tin. Wired Cast, Hexagonal 2,000 1 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 1 
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The Builder New M 
The c 
CURRENT. RATES OF WAGES . |x 
ae [get 
swl, 
AS FROM MAY 24, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) Metal C 
1ate 
Town. Grade KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grade, [38800 
Aberavon ......... A = : Shoreham .....3.,...:.. : 
Aberdare ...... A Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 Shrewsbury M.B. .. Unsatist 
aeeeevenay be — Craftsmen ... Aa ae 3/9 3/83 3/8 3/74 soeeenoumme ; 
poe oedlgeg a er ey 3/2k = 3/2 ee UD ye 
aie ew 
Addlestone ~ Town. Grade. Town. Grade. Town. Grade. Sleaford U.D. . vs . 
pyre aa ae pabones ri RRA io osoiob oss ccacesevacseh A2 Felixstowe Al BORA: © 5555-55 sccvacszasccs eee A2 a KCB” ” plans a 
oe ka Ee en net Burnham-on-Crouch ...... A2 Filey U.D. GEO 25 3.5.<-550 ae” pean _ Stratfor 
she caalee es sl Si ee et A Fleetwood “ Lyneham (Devon) ..A2 peg pa ee il 
Alnwick ... Al ROR On Teck CB. i Flint Somerset, County of Council 
Adnanehans: cee soi os esses eee He ari-eaersn Peyy. Southampton adevans ssyinecne in viev 
Amble ........ “Al | Bury St: Edmunds At | Frinton ee Ai | Southend-on-Sea Dist. 4 
Amersham ... .Al Bere ras Bron seeeee tees Maidstone . Al Southport rs informe 
Ammanford . ek Rider eer ee ssenanse Maltby _........ A South Shields C.B. A to mak 
ance “A2 yfleet ..... Gainsborough U.D. ......... A Maldon (Essex) ... oil Spalding U.D. .... V1 
Ardingly ... scAe Calder Valley .. Gateshead ........... A Malvern U.D.... Al Stafford M.B....... : A 
Arundel ...... or: Cambridge .... Gillingham (Kent). y Manchester ..... oA SS ee A “ Smok 
NS IG Cannock U.D... Glossop _...........» . Manningtree ........ Al Stamford M.B. .... Al 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch _ U.D.. = Canterbury Gloucester ..........sssees00- A Mansfield M.B. . Pry, 4 Stantonwick A The 
Ashby Woulds U.D A anit... ... sk ncs, Gloucestershire, Cnty. of $A2 DREN. acccsesacsven soca Stevenage te A dure ir 
= (iKent)....... —— County tee seaceseccsocccess -" ee i : ig om Stockport ......... A is rect 
Ashford (Middlesex).. BUMNNDO ne iicteecccctesksscisvoasaken A oole “ arket Harborough U. Stockton R.D. ... 1 
Ashington : nals nats aS Carmarthenshire,Cnty of {A2 Gosport ....... vA TPDOEE cons ccnccresssscccscnses A Stockton-on-Tees r Institut 
ROWE sos ss4cevescreeess xy Carnarvonsbire, Cnty. of $A3 Grantham M.B.. B78 Matlock U. Al Stoke-on-Trent C.B. A a the 
Ashton-under-Lyne.........A Carnforth A Gravesend ....... JA Melksham ......... Ranarsoeceene Stoke Orchard ....... Al in t ec 
Aspatria and Brayton....../ A2 Castleford A Great Yarmouth ............... A Melton Constable ....... A2 Stourbridge M.B. A publist 
Atherstone R.D.(partsof) A Caterham nee A Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Melton Mowbray U.D.......Al Stourport U.D. A institut 
EE A2 Chapel-en-le-Frith . ca Grimsby R.D. (remainder) xe INSETELIYE — 5s cacensevestsens> oA Stowmarket .......... Al , 
Aylesby (Yorks a Charmy Down ik Guildford District ............ A2 Middlesbrough sooo Stratford-on-Avon MLB. ..A Polluti 
Aylesham ...... .A2 Chatham & Distric Al | Guilsborough Al Middleton A Sunderland District ull that a 
Bagshot A2 Cheadle (Staffs) R. D:. ar Guiseley ....... uA Middlewich ... A Sunningdale ............. Al ld 
Retewell UD Tita: ||| MObelnafOnd o2 7s see A | Halesowen M.B.. a Milford Haven , Al | Sutton Coldfield M.B. 4 shou 
Rasbua’ ‘AD CbPIENIAID 5.....50.c0ce00csse0s A Halifax .......... net Morecambe ..... A Swatthamd §...<:5+.5<e A? 
Barnard Castle U.D..........A Chepstow Al Halstead A2 Morley »-.00---+ a Swanage .... Al Inquiry 
Rearsnideusk OLD. Ad RONETESEY .00+.cc0s000ssanssee0s A Haresfield At Mundesley .. A2 Swansea A 
Barnsley ............... get RMOWOT coos crsverncieesrsesccnst A Harlow ... A Nantwich ... Aer Swindon ...... Al The 
Barrow-in-Furness ............J A Chesterfield M.B re A Harpenden A Nelson ..... Rreeeaune ease Swinton U.D. . A Bridlin 
Barrow-upon-Soar_ R.D. Chesterfield R.D........ A Harrogate A Newark-on-Trent R. Al Tamworth M.B 4 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A Chester-le-Street U.D. ...... A Hartlepool see vA TRO WOUEY «ees tnensask secede --A2 Tenterden AD be nec 
Darcy Seana Rawe eas Chichester ........... secseseees A2 Harwich ..... A Newcastle-on-Tyne......... A Tewkesbury... Al termin: 
Basford R.D. (exc. Willough- Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Haslemere . .A2 Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A Thames Haven A He hi 
by-on-the-Wolds A2)...... A ham Within and Harden- Hastings _........ A2 New Forest District ......... Al do ne A? e Ne 
Basingstoke Al huish eee as: A2 Hatfield (Herts.) ... oN Newmarket _ ......... Al Thorpe Bay A would 
“a ae Chorley “<A Haywards Heath . 2 Newport, Mon. ............004 A Thurrock U.D.C. Area .....A tion fc 
Batley ny Clacton ...... Al Hemel Hempstead eX Newport Pagnell yy: ,. Northof, to 8 willeriay A 
Baxterley ...-.-....--- Al Cleethorpes ... aoe Henley-on-Thames . A2 Newton Abbot ...... vetel Tilbury : A new E 
Beaconsfield & District......Al Clevedon Al Grier I eee Ree ae Northallerton Dist. vee ga Todmorden .. me have 
Remi 4... an Cleveleys .... ik Herefordshire, Cnty. of... $A2 Northampton C.B..... save Tonbridge ... we 
See ar Clitheroe ......... 1A ICRA MBAY 0 .....ccsccennenocns A2 North Shields....... ey Torquay .... “Al Borou; 
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Noret.---Carpenters, Joiners and sellers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. : 
Women’s Ratrs.—In al! districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. Women introduced to carry out work 
other than craft processes, 2s. 4d. per hour. 





For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 1134 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


New Member 

The council of the Federation of Associa- 
tions of Specialists and Sub-Contractors, 
Artillery House, Artillery-row, London, 
sW1, has announced that the Architectural 
Metal Craftsmen’s Association has taken up 
associtte membership of the Federation. 


Unsatisfactory Flues 
The replacement of unsatisfactory flues in 
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Birthday Honour 


Mr. Charles E. Cuttler, chief saw doctor 
to J. Gliksten and Son, Ltd., E15, has been 
awarded the BEM in the Birthday Honours 
List. 


Good Design in Catalogues 


A panel of judges has now been chosen 
to select 100 good catalogues for the exhibi- 
tion that is being organised by the British 
Federation of Master Printers and the Coun- 
cil of Industrial Design. This exhibition will 
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HOUSE PURCHASE 
Talk on Low Deposit Scheme 


SOME aspects of the scheme recently in- 

troduced by the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government to provide new low 
deposit facilities for those wishing to buy 
their own homes, were discussed by Sir 
Harold Bellman, chairman of the Abbey 
National Building Society, at the Town and 
Country Planning Association on June 14. 
Sir HAROLD said that in explaining how 


iN 


new municipal houses built to government be on show in London from October 12-23, the scheme would operate the Minister men- 
plans and instructions is expected to cost at the British Institute of Management, tioned as one example a case in which a 
Stratford-upon-Avon BC about £3,000. The Management House, 8, Hill-street, London, house valued at £1,800 would require a 


Council appealed to the Ministry of Housing 
in view of the fire risk, and has been 
informed that the Ministry is not prepared 
to make any grant towards the cost. 


“ Smoke Nuisance ” Prosecutions 


The speeding-up of the prosecution proce- 
dure in respect of smoke nuisance offenders 
is recommended by the Royal Sanitary 
Institute. This is dealt with in some detail 
in the June issue of the RSI Journal, which 
publishes the recommendations which the 
Institute has made to the Committee on Air 
Pollution. It advocates, among other things, 
that a national standard of smoke nuisance 
should be established. 


Inquiry Shelved 


The Minister of Transport has. informed 
Bridlington (Yorks) TC that it will not now 
be necessary to hold an inquiry into the 
termination of the Surveyor’s appointment. 
He has also told the Council that he 
would be prepared to consider an applica- 
tion for approval of the appointment of a 
new Engineer and Surveyor. The Council 
have decided to advertise the post of 


WI, and will then tour provincial centres. 


Rent Scheme Withdrawn 


York Corporation’s economic rent and re- 
bate scheme for municipal houses, due to 
have started in July, was withdrawn at a 
council meeting on June 14. The recom- 
mendation of the Housing Committee tnat 
the scheme should not be introduced was 
passed and an amendment was carried 
calling on the committee to produce an 
alternative scheme within four months. 


Annual Report 


Their annual report has been issued by 
the Council of Ironfoundry Associations, 
Crusader House, 14, Pall Mall, SW1. During 
1953, the Council was active in measures 
for increasing the health and safety of the 
140,000 workers in ironfoundries, as well 
as engaged in producing a total output over 
52 weeks of 3,638,429 tons of castings, 
higher than in any of the years 1945-50, and 
only slightly less than in 1952. 


Plumbers’ Course 
A short full-time course for teachers in 


deposit of £90 (five per cent.). He (Sir’ 
Harold) thought it might well be possible to 
improve on these figures in practice because 
private builders were now providing dwel- 
lings for less than £1,800. He continued:— 

This is perhaps the crux of the matter so 
far as private enterprise house building is 
concerned. The question of post-war costs 
is the crucial issue. Can they be reduced? 
There is a widespread belief that this should 
be possible. The ways and means of doing 
so must be left to building labour and build- 
ing employers. Together they could do 
much to bring about this most desirable re- 
sult. Meantime, something in this direction 
would no doubt be achieved if private enter- 
prise could be allowed to build in larger 
numbers, thereby securing the benefits of 
large-scale production, while competition 
between individual builders would probably 
have a very wholesome effect in this matter. 


The Guarantees 


[ should now say something about the 
guarantees, since the scheme is normally 
designated a guarantee scheme. Essentially 
the guarantees are designed to provide cover 


Borough Engineer and Surveyor at a salary plumbers’ welding and ‘hard metal work for the building society in recognition of the 
of £1,000 a year rising by three increments to will be held from July 19 to 23, at the East fact that it has made a loan considerably in 


£1,150, and a car allowance of £100. 


Liverpool Students’ Exhibition 


The recent exhibition of work by students 
of the Liverpool College of Building was 
opened by Mr. A. J. Filer, Director-General 
of Building Materials, MOW. Mr. Filer 
stated there was enough building capacity 
in the country now not only to replace war 
losses but to replace and improve old and 
worn-out buildings which cluttered many big 
cities. In 1952, he said, value of building 
work licensed and authorised on Merseyside 
alone was £22m., and last year it was £26m., 
and it looked as if for this year the amount 
of work licensed would be about £40m. Con- 
sequently, there was room for a greater 
number of boys to be assured of an im- 
portant job in the industry at a fair wage and 
with continuity of employment. 


BATC Awards, 1954 


Four scholarships to apprentices in the 
building industry have been awarded under 
the Building Apprenticeship and Training 
Council Scheme. The scholarships are 


tenable for three years for degree courses at have announced that the following candi- ence of financing house purchase. 


Manchester, Cardiff or Leeds Universities, 


Ham Technical College. The course will in- 
clude lecture-demonstrations and workshop 
practice, the emphasis being on practical 
work. The number of places available is 
limited to 15, and applications should be 
sent as soon as possible to the Head of the 
Building Department, East Ham Technical 
College, Arragon-road, East Ham,. E6. 
Details of local living accommodation will 
be supplied if requested. 


RIBA Golfing Society 


The annual match between the RIBA Golf- 
ing Society and the LMBA was played at 
West Hill Golf Club on June 15. The 
matches were played under handicap, the 
form of play being foursomes in the morn- 
ing and four-balls in the afternoon. In the 
morning the Builders led by six matches to 
four, but in the afternoon the Architects 
reversed the position by also winning six 
matches to four, making the result fur the 
day a tie. with 10 matches to each Society. 


Clerks of Works Diploma 
The Association of Building Technicians 


dates were successful in the Spring 1954 


excess of its normal, without additional 
security. In the case of the five per cent. 
deposit scheme the guarantee is designed to 
cover the proportion between the society’s 
normal loan of 663 per cent. and the 
95 per cent. actually made. In the case of 
the 10 per cent. deposit scheme, this covers 
the difference between the society’s normal 
loan of 70 per cent. and the 90 per cent. 
actually made. 

In summing up, Sir Harold said: The 
scheme which the Minister has announced is 
practical and free’ from complicated 
machinery. It will tend to relieve the local 
authorities of a part of their housing 
burden by providing an alternative to the 
tenancy of a council house for those able 
to take advantage of the scheme. At the 
same time, the heavy strain on public funds 
will be lightened. On the purchaser’s side, 
he has the advantage of low deposit facili- 
ties, and these are available at a time when 
new houses by private enterprise are being 
erected in considerable numbers. 

The building societies with no lack of 
public spirit are very willing to play their 
part, based on a long and successful experi-. 
They 
have not sought these facilities for the em- 


or for Higher National Diploma courses at Diploma Examination for Clerks of Works: ployment of their resources. The initiative 
various technical colleges throughout the T. W. Brookes (Manchester); J. H. Drury was taken by the central authority. If the 


country. The winners are: P. W. Aldcroft, 
17, apprentice joiner of Altrincham, Cheshire 


(employed by his father, a Timperley 
builder); A. Darbyshire, 18, apprentice 
Plasterer of Redland, Bristol (A.C.V. 


Telling); C. J. Marshall, 19, apprentice brick- 
layer of Ipswich, Suffolk (Cubitt and Gotts); 
J. K. Scott, 19, apprentice plumber, of East 
Kilbride, Lanarkshire (Twaddle and Son). 


(Capenhurst); K. E. Dyer (Chelmsford); 
J. T. Farmer (Dagenham); R. W. Forbes 
(Street); J. Ford (North Shields); F. H. 
Hiley (Diss); G. L. Hodge (Bexhill); E. C. 
Needham (Newark-on-Trent); R. Noble 
(Rhondda); V. O’Reilly (St. Albans); W. 
Quinn (Worthing); R. J. Roberts (East- 
bourne). Diplomas will be sent to the 
successful candidates in due course. 





local authorities show a like willingness to 
collaborate it seems clear that a valuable 
contribution can be made. 


Cardiganshire Development Plan 


The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has approved with modifications. 
the development plan for Cardiganshire. 


JS 
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TRADE NEWS 


Change of Address 


Thorn Electrical Industries, Ltd., have 
announced that the Midlands’ sales office of 
the Atlas Lighting Division has moved to 
mew premises at 23, Sheepcote-street, 
Birmingham 15. (Tel.: Birmingham Midland 
5291.) 


Paint 


A saving in time and money is under- 
stood to be afforded by the fact that one 
coat each of “ Alkyd ” Combinol finishing 
and undercoating will cover solid over dark 
surfaces. The paint is also claimed to lay- 
off more easily, particularly when working 
over large areas, and to possess a brilliant 
smooth finish which affords no lodgment for 
dirt. Colour cards can be obtained from 
the manufacturers, Goodlass, Wall and Co., 
Ltd., 179-185. Great Portland-street. W1. 


Tea Services 

Well-organised tea services are an essen- 
tial part of modern industry and help to 
stimulate production, states a booklet pub- 
lished by James Stott and Co. (Engineers), 
Ltd., catering engineers, of Oldham, Lancs. 
Entitled “Tea Please,” this booklet demon- 
strates how large-scale tea services can be 
properly planned to ensure benefit to 
employer and employed, and illustrates the 
wide range of equipment made available by 
the company. 


New Rolling Mill 


Aluminium mill finish sheet and coiled 
strip, which is used extensively in building, is 
being produced at the new rolling mill of 
TI Aluminium, Ltd, at  Resolven, 
Glamorganshire. The company claim that 
this materia] is technically in advance of 
anything previously produced and sets new 
standards for uniform mechanical properties, 
‘dimensional accuracy, cleanliness of surface, 
better lubricant adhesion for presswork, less 
liability to surface damage. during fabrication 
and better adhesion of paint finishes. The 
new mill buildings cover ,a floor area of 
272,000 sq. ft,, with three main bays of 
. 840 ft. long and 95 ft. span, the whole area 
being uninterrupted except for two rows of 
columns between the bays at 33 ft. centres. 
A. well-produced and interesting brochure 
just. published. by. the..company .takes the 

, reader on a brief. written and photographic 
, tour of the plant. 


Laminated Glass Fibre . 

As a. result of officially sponsored tests at 
the. Joint. Fire Research Station, Boreham 
‘Wood, the London County Council have 
now intimated that they are prepared to con- 
sider favourably the use of resin-bonded 
glass fibre sheets, subject to certain condi- 
tions. To comply with these conditions, 
Durasteel, Ltd., manufacturers of “ Galt- 
Glass ” laminate roof lights, now produce a 
bonded sheet bearing the mark FRX, which 
is guaranteed to be manufactured in accord- 
ance with a specification lodged with LCC 
and the Joint Fire Research Station. On 
specific application, permits can be obtained 
from the LCC for the use of “ Galt-Glass ” 
roof lights, type FRX, subject to certain 
simple fixing conditions, details of which are 
obtainable from Allan Blunn, Ltd. 29, 
Craven-st.. WC2. Both standard and FRX 
sheets can be installed on southern roof 
slopes, thus utilising maximum daylight in 
diffused form, providing a total light trans- 
mission figure of over 90 per cent. 
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New Office 


The Expanded Metal Co., Ltd., Burwood 
House, Caxton-street, Westminster, SW1, has 
opened a new branch office at 43 New-road, 
Petreborough, which will be used by the firm’s 
area representative, Colonel Arthur Hodge, 
of Bracken Dale, Shelford Bottom, Cam- 
bridge. 


External Wall Finish 


A recent addition to the group of “Stonite” 
external wall finishes manufactured by 
Callow and Keppich, Ltd., Shipham Gorge, 
Cheddar, Somerset, is Brushcoat, for appli- 
cation to brickwork, concrete and similar 
surfaces. This material is a lime-based bag- 
mixed material, and is applied by brush. It 
is supplied in eight standard shades, and 
special shades can be made to order. 


Power House Exhibition 


A power house equipped with generating 
plant of sufficient capacity to supply a small 
town was exhibited at the Bath and West 
Agricultural Show held recently in Exeter. 
As well as being an exhibit in itself, the power 
house provided exhibitors with an entirely 
independent supply of electricity with a 
piped hot-water supply to caterers and others 
users. The building was constructed by L. H. 
Woodhouse and Co., Ltd., of Nottingham, 
and has a prefabricated sectional steel frame. 
An observation balcony inside enables the 
general public to watch the generating pro- 
cesses, and photographs are displayed on 
illuminated panels. The generating plant 
consists of three 400 kW diesel alternator 
sets supplied by R. A. Lister and Co., Ltd., 
of Dursley, Glos., each set comprising a 
Blackstone ERS 8 diesel engine coupled to a 
3-phase, 50-cycle, 4-wire alternator. The 
waste heat from the engines is used for the 
supply of hot water. The Bath and West 
Society have arranged for this fully-equipped 
power house to be available at each of their 
shows for the next five years. 











“THE BUILDER” 
COST of BUILDING CHART 
Current Edition Ready 


THE Cost of Building Chart 
which Mr. H. #. Venning, FRICS, 
first prepared in 1952 for “ The 
Builder”? and reprinted in 1953, has 
now been brought up to date to include 
current materials prices and_ the 
wages increases of 1d. per hour 
(granted as from February 1) and 
of 14d. per hour awarded by the 
National Joint Council to take effect 
on May 24. 

The chart shows (1939 being taken 
as datum at 100) that the level of 
building costs now stands at 332, a 
rise since January, 1953, of 12 points. 

The chart and accompanying table 
of wages increases and guarantees 
since 1939 is being reprinted on light 
card. Copies may be ordered from 
the Publisher, “‘ The Builder,’? The 
Builder House, Catherine-street, 
Aldwych, WC2, price 1s. each, 
plus 3d. postage for any number of 
copies up to 12. Orders for 12 or 
more charts will be sent post free. 
Cash should accompany orders. 
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Gypsum Plaster Film 

The way in which gypsum plaste’ and 
plaster-board can _ contribute towards 
speedier building was seen by architects 
surveyors, builders and government officials 
on June 22, at the premiére in London of 
“Gypsum in Building,” a pleasantly instruc- 
tional film issued by the British Plaster Board 
(Holdings), Ltd., Morris House, 1-5 Jermyn- 
street, SW1. This film illustrates the proper 
methods of using these materials as well as 
the causes of certain common failures. Views 
of Crawley New Town are given, where 
practical demonstrations are carried cut, 
interspersed with scenes from the Building 
Centre, London, at which Mr. Edmund 
Smith, MBE, CRP, lectures interestingly on 
the development and composition of gypsum 
plaster. The correct methods of mixing are 
also shown. 


Change of Telephone Number 


The telephone number of Rex Bousfield, 
Ltd., 77, Carter-lane, EC4, has been changed 
to City 5461 (four lines). 


Use of Mobile Cranes 


The speed and economy achieved by the 
use of mobile cranes for the erection of 
constructional steel work was stressed by Mr, 
G. B. Tuckwell, works manager of Charles 
Wade and Co., Ltd., when he addressed 
nearly one hundred delegates from 44 
foreign countries at the Coles Conference of 
World Distributors -at Harrogate recently. 
Mr. Tuckwell also gave details of methods 
used in examining the site and route, to 
check that both were suitable. 


Water-Repellent Board 


A water-repellent gypsum plasterboard has 
been placed on the market by Plaster 
Products (Greenhithe), Ltd., of Greenhithe, 
Kent. It is intended for use where damp 
conditions would prevent the installation of 
normal building boards, and the core of the 
board is specially treated with chemicals, 
both surfaces with all edges being sealed 
with a water-resistant treatment. It can be 
used as a lining material for ceilings and 
walls in rooms subject to heavy condensa- 
tion, and is made in the standard sizes for 
gypsum wallboard. 


Bitumen-Asbestos Roofing 


A flexible roofing sheet designed to super- 
sede conventional roofing metals with a 
saving in cost is being manufactured by 
Cellactite and British Uralite, Ltd., Higham, 
Kent, At a demonstration to members of 
the Press at the Waldorf Hotel, London, on 
June 21, it was shown how this weatherproof 
material, based on asbestos and bitumen, 
can be easily cut, bent, welded and formed 
in any shape by simply heating it with a 
blowlamp, bending to the required shape, 
and allowing it to cool to its normal hard- 
ness. ‘“ Nuralite” is intended to b 
used for roofing, ridging, flashing and gut- 
tering, and its laminar construction allows 
jointing by simply interleaving and using 4 
modified form of the actual material as 
an adhesive. It is distributed solely by 
Nuralite Sales, Ltd., 3-4, Whitehall-place, 
Gravesend, Kent. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. H. W. Tompkins has been elected to the board 
of directors of Cooper and Rowe (Contractors), Ltd., 
Winton, Bournemouth. 

Mr. J. A. F. McNaB has been appointed sales 
manager of the builders and contractors piant for the 
Building and Allied Industries side of the Thwaitts 
Agricultural Engineering Co., Ltd., Welsh-road Works. 
Cubbington, Leamington Spa. He will take up his 
appointment on July 1. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


{From Our Own Correspondents] 


Australia—Sixteen new hotels are being 
constructed in New South Wales at a cost 
exceeding £Altm. The average value of 
such hotels ranges from £A100,000 to 
£A110,000 each, compared with an average 
cost of approximately £A25,000 per new hotel 
before 1939. Architects have plans for 
another 70 new hotels worth more than 
£A7m. to be built in New South Wales during 
the next few years. 

Acar park, car service, and business centre, 
costing about £Alm., is to be built in Kent- 
street near the Harbour Bridge, Sydney. The 
building, which will be completed in 1956, 
will have a column construction which will 
separate the office accommodation from the 
car parking and car servicing section of the 
building. Work is expected to start in Sep- 
tember, and the lower floors, including the 
parking space, should be finished six months 
afterwards. The projected building, which 
will have + m. sq. feet of floor space, and 
will be called the Collings-Power Centre 
when completed, will accommodate a post 
office, bank, pharmacies, hairdressers, a news- 
agency, a milk bar, a kiosk and restaurant, a 
car salesroom, business and professional 
suites, plus parking space for 450 vehicles. 

A retail store which will cost over £A4m. 
is being built in Oxford-st., at Bondi Junc- 
tion, Sydney, for Grace Bros., who are also 
constructing another store, costing over 
fAlm. at Parramatta, New South Wales. 

The construction of two city car-parking 
stations to hold a total of 885 cars has been 
sanctioned by the Sydney City Council. Both 
stations will be in Kent-street. 


British East Africa—A group of Swedish 
firms have offered the City Council to invest 
£2m. in the development of a large area of 
land fringing the centre of Nairobi. The 
proposal is for 378 flats arranged in 21 blocks, 
each block containing nine storeys with two 
flats on each storey. The ground floors 
would be covered areas for service yards and 
one parking bay for each flat. A large 
block of shops and offices, on a site of nearly 
one acre, would be included in the scheme. 
Until recently the site was zoned for shops 


and offices, but the Town Planning Com-’ 


mittee of the Nairobi City Council is believed 
to favour the scheme. Present demand for 
flats is thought to be about 60 flats a year; 
the scheme would probably take five years to 
develop. 


Ceylon.—A new fisheries harbour js to be 
established in the bay adjoining the Port of 
Colombo. Roughly Rs. 6 m. has been set 
aside for this work, which has already begun. 
It is expected that the harbour will be pro- 
_ with curing sheds and a refrigeration 
plant. 


Chile-—A number of long-term capital 
Projects are at present being studied by the 
Chilean Corporation for Development of 
Production and the Chilean State Railways. 
The Corporation for Development, known 
as CORFO, is a direct importer of capital 
goods, and applications can be made to this 
organisation for tenders. 

One of the largest projects now being 
Studied deals with the sugar industry. Under 
Close study at present is the installation of 
4 sugar-beet plant with a capacity of 20,000 
tons annually in the province of Llanquihue, 
and two plants of 10,000 tons in Cautin 
and Linares. The total investment for 
these plants will amount to about 2,900m. 
Chilean dollars. The construction of several 
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buildings to service the Valdivia Timber 
Industry Corporation is also visualised. 
Among plants to be constructed are a 
mechanised sawmill with a production of 
3m. ft. per annum; a manufacturing plant 
for the production of 12m. ft. of lumber 
per year for the manufacture of building 
lumber, planed wood, dovetailed wood, 
planking, flooring, doors, windows and 
parquet; drying chambers with an annual 
capacity of 20m. ft.; a barrel factory for 
100,000 barrels of medium size per annum; 
a carbonisation plant and recovery of by- 
products; a plant for pressed wood or fibre 
sheets; and a factory for plywood of the 
waterproof type. Total investment for this 
scheme is in the region of £3m. 

A fertiliser factory is to be built on the 
Bay of Concepcion at a cost of approxi- 
mately £1m. The installation is planned 
of a pilot plant for the purification of light 
carbons. This plant will provide valuable 
experience for the installation of others of 
greater capacity in Magallanes, where there 
are vast coal reserves. 

The Development Corporation is also 
studying plans for the construction of a 
large shipyard for building small craft in 
order to obviate imports. 

British firms who are interested in these 
projects can communicate with the Com- 
mercial Secretary of the British Embassy 
at Santiago. 


Colombia.—The Bogota Municipality’s 
Public Housing Fund is preparing a project 
for the construction of a further 100 houses 
in Bogota’s model suburb. The Housing 
Credit Institute is erecting prefabricated 
houses in the San Andres Islands and is 
also financing the construction of 1,300 
houses of economical design in Medellin. 

Among public services, other than elec- 
tric power, which are to be built are 42 
water-supply systems and 48 sewage plants 
at Boyaca, and similar installations are to 
be constructed at Atlantico, Cundinamerca, 
Bucarmanga and Popayan. 

The Industrial Development Institute has 
engaged two French technicians to investi- 
gate the possibility of establishing a paper 
industry in Colombia. The Mexican “Com- 
pania Industrial de San Cristobal” is also 
investigating a similar project intended to 
produce newsprint from bagasse. The 
Swedish firm Ahlen and Arkelund has also 
initiated activities in Colombia through a 
subsidiary established in Medellin. 
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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs an- 
nounced recently that Austrian interests 
have been discussing the possibility of 
establishing a factory near Bogota for the 
manufacture of construction materials. .. . 
Contracts totalling £14m. for road-main- 
tenance equipment have been awarded by 
the Ministry of Public Works to firms 
representing US manufacturers.... The 
Departments of Caldas and Tolima are 
reported to be studying the formation of 
Electric Supply Co-operatives. To this end 
two further hydro-electric plants of 30,000 
and 80,000 kilowatts are being considered, 
and £14m. is to be spent on a 4,500 hydro- 
electric plant on the Rio Recio in Tolima. 

A German firm is reported to have 
offered to finance the construction of the 
hydro-electric plant of 25,000 kilowatts pro- 
posed for municipalities in Western Antio- 
quia... The National Radio Station is 
planning to expand its services, and a scheme 
for additional studios is now being drawn 
up. 

New Zealand—The New Zealand Cabinet 
has approved the construction of the Brae- 
burn Hydro-electric power scheme in the 
Nelson district. The Minister in charge of 
the State Hydro-electric Department, the 
Hon. W. S. Gooseman, made it clear recently 
that financial allocation will be made in this 
year’s estimates. At first, units generating 
30,000 kilowatts will be installed, doubling 
the present power supply in the district, and 
ultimately the Braeburn scheme will have 
a generating capacity of 60,000 kilowatts. 


Peru.—Plans have now been drawn up for 
the building of a tyre and rubber factory on 
the Chosica Highway near Lima. A Peru- 
vian company has been formed by the Good- 
rich Tyre Company of USA and a number 
of prominent Peruvian industrialists. Build- 
ing in to commence as soon as possible. 
Estimated cost of the plant is in the region 
of $300,000. 

A new company, known as Explosivas SA 
has been formed for the manufacture of ex- 
plosives and a factory is to be constructed 
inland. This will be the first explosives fac- 
tory to be built in Peru. Technical advice 
is to be provided by the Belgian company, 
Poundreries Reunies de Belgique. 


Rhodesia—A £14m. factory near Salis- 
bury, to produce about 100,000 tons of 
cement a year, is projected by Associated 
Portland Cement Industries of Great Britain 
and the United South African Portland 
Cement and Associate Company. 


Saudi Arabia. — The Saudi Arabian 
Government’s decision to transfer the head- 
quarters of all Saudi Ministries to Riyadh 
will lead to increased building activity here. 

The German firm, Govenco, in Riyadh has 
been charged with building a pumping station 
for the Hayir water scheme which is to sup- 
ply the capital. The scheme to build a fer- 
tiliser factory near Dammam is to undergo 
a further survey. 

The Saudi Fisheries Co. have plans for the 
building of fish markets, restaurants, and a 
canning factory. The company is open for 
inquiries from suppliers. 


Venezuela—Investigations are being made 
in the State of Guarico, Venezuela, with a 
view to establishing an agricultural colony 
there to receive the benefits of the new large- 
scale damming and irrigation works now 
being started. Plans are being considered 
for a completely new town with modern 
facilities. Opportunities are said ‘to exist for 
British manufacturers of diesel engines, 
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pumps, pipes and allied equipment for the 
clearing work which is to commence shortly. 

The contract: for the construction of a new 
rice mill in Barina in the State of Portuguesa 
hasbeen awarded to the French firm SOCAM. 
The contract, valued at £m. was signed re- 
cently by the Venezuelan Development Cor- 
poration. The mill is to be completed in a 
year. A new factory scheduled to begin pro- 
duction of rubber tyres at the end of 1955 
is being built by the United States Rubber 
International Company in Guaraca. Accord- 
ing to the local press the Venezuelan De- 
velopment Corporation is to install a factory 
for the production of caustic soda. The site 
has not yet been disclosed. 





Pakistan Pipeline Contract 


Fibreglass, Ltd., of St. Helens, a sub- 
sidiary of Pilkington Brothers, Ltd., have 
secured a contract, in face of American com- 
petition, to supply about 10m. sq. ft. of 
fibreglass tissue pipe-wrap for covering the 
350 miles of steel pipes which the Pakistan 
Government is about to lay between Sui 
and Karachi for relaying natural gas for 
domestic consumption. An additional 3m. 
sq. ft. of fibreglass tissue from the same 
manufacturers will be used in the outer 
wrapping, consisting of a glass base with 
bitumen covering, the order for which has 
been given to D. Anderson and Son, Ltd., 
of Manchester. 
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The Older Houses 


(THE problem of the older houses was re- 
ferred to by Mr. JamMes Stuart, MP, 
Secretary of State for Scotland, when he 
opened the 200,000th house to be built in 
Scotland since the war at Paisley on June 18. 
What could be done for these older houses, 
he asked. For some of them, both in the 
cities and in the country, the only satis- 
factory solution was to knock them down 
as soon as possible and replace them by new 
ones. The Government, he said, would 
shortly be asking local authorities to draw 
up proposals for slum clearance action on 
these lines whenever the authority could see 
its way to rehouse the present tenants. He 
continued: 

“In some areas, however, unfit houses 
will have to remain occupied for some time 
yet, and the Government have, therefore, 
provided in the new Housing Bill for 
financial assistance which will help local 
authorities to make these houses a little 
better for the tenants during the time they 
must necessarily live in them. But, here 
again, as soon as those houses can be dis- 
pensed with, they must be knocked down 
and replaced. 

“On the other hand, there are a great 
many of the older houses in Scotland which 
are sound in structure, but internally out of 
date. We are regrettably short of experience 
of the work of modernising these houses, 
but already there are promising examples 
both by local authorities and by private 
owners, showing how these houses can be 
brought up to date at a cost which is less, 
often very much less, than the cost of build- 
ing new houses. 

“It is true that most of these older houses 
contain comparatively few rooms, two, three 
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or at the most four. But sometimes two 
houses can be knocked into one and we are 
all perhaps inclined to forget that more than 
half the households in Scotland consist of 
one, two or three persons. Indeed, there are 
more than half a million households in 
Scotland where there are only two people 
or only a single person. There is almost a 
complete lack of modern houses for this 
class of family. If, therefore, some of the 
older houses were reconstructed internally 
to provide houses of one, two or three 
rooms, with modern conveniences, there 
should be no difficulty in finding suitable 
tenants. 

“To some extent this process of modernis- 
ing the older houses will also help to ease 
the burden of the other big task ‘ahead, over- 
crowding. We have on the one hand a large 
number of houses, mainly small houses, 
seriously overcrowded. On the other hand 
there are a good many larger houses, too 
large for the tenants. We heard not so long 
ago of a good-class Glasgow tenement with 
eight houses each of three or four rooms and 
each occupied by a widow living alone. 

“If some of the small houses were 
modernised, these people would sometimes 
be glad to move and their houses in turn 
would be released, for the larger families. 
Nobody would suggest that overcrowding 
could be relieved without a considerable 
amount of new building, or that these ex- 
changes are feasible without co-operation 
between local authorities and their owners. 
But successful examples of this co-operation 
can be found and co-operation of this kind 
will have to grow and be fostered if the 
burden of new housing is not to become in- 
supportable. 

“T hope that both local authorities and 
private owners will carry out improvement 
schemes and exchange schemes of this sort. 
Private owners also have the major task of 
carrying out repairs to the thousands of 
older houses which have still got years of 
useful life in them.” 


Importing Cement 


THE FiFE CouNnTy COUNCIL’S new reser- 
voir, at present under construction at Glen 
Devon, may cost an additional £8,700 
because of the inability to purchase British 
cement. At the Water Supplies and Drainage 
Committee meeting members were informed 
that 10,000 tons of cement were required 
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SCOTTISH BULLDING 
TRADE WAGES 


FOLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish Nationa] 
Joint Council as from May 24, 1954, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 9d.; Labourers, 3s, 3}q, 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours, 
s. d, 

Ist. 25 41 3 
2nd 334 3S 0 
3rd 50 82 6 
4th ae os + et 110 0 
Sth 6 eG a 2. 123 9 
For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. q 

probationary period) ae ce ea 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 

end of probationary period) .. 3 See 














and much of it would have to be foreign, 
which cost 30s. a ton above the price for 
British cement. 

The committee agreed to protest regard- 
ing the amount of British cement which was 
being exported and to express the hope that 
steps would be taken to reduce exports of 
cement and make more available for the 
home market. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Airdrie.—Lanarkshire CC to have plans prepared 
for new prim. sch. to be erected at Shawhead. The 
architect is William G. Watt (F), Education Offices 
Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. ; 


Argyllshire.—CC has plans in hand for 10 houses 
to be erected at Kames. The architect is Robert 
Tocher (F), and the council quantity surveyor, D 
Bryden MacFarlane Johnstone, FRICS, Cowal Hotel- 
bldgs., Alexandria-par., Dunoon. 


Baillieston.—Lanarkshire CC to erect 58 houses at 
Muirside. The architect is Samuel MacColl (A), 
County-bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 


Cumnock.—Ayrshire CC is to erect a public library, 
for which the architect is Robert G. Lindsay (A), 
County-bldgs., Wellington-sq., Ayr. ; 


East Kilbride.—Plans partly prepared for 467 houses 
to be erected by the Development Corporation at the 
Murray (site 12), for which the architect is Frank 
Scott (L), Torrence House, East Kilbride. 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for can- 
teen. chalets, lavatories and other extensions to be 
built in Springburn for James W. Leonard, Springburn- 
rd., St. Rollax, Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
accommodation for the staff of George Outram & Co., 
Ltd. (“* Glasgow Herald ’’), for which the architects 
are John Keppie & Henderson & J. H. Gleave (F&A), 
21, Woodside-pl., Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans partly prepared for alterations and 
additions for the Acme Wringer Co., Ltd., 97, Davis- 
St., to be carried out at Gallowgate. The architects 
are William Baillie & Son (F&A), Accountancy Hall, 
West Regent-st., Glasgow. 


Inverness.—Plans prepared and approved for Mac- 
Kinley & Burnie, Ltd., for new distillery warehouse 
to be erected at est. cost of £10,500, at the Glen 
Mohr and Glenallan Distillery, Carse-rd. 


Inverness.—Corporation has had plans prepared and 
approved for 14 bungalows to be erected at Rowan- 
rd. and Maple-dr. The architect is James Blackbur 
(F), Municipal-bldgs., Inverness. 


Lanarkshire.—-Plans prepared and approved for 32 
flatted houses to be erected at Hayburn-la. West and 
at the Cadder-rd. housing site. The architect is 
J. Austin Bent (A), 14, Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh. 


Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for new petrol station 
and café to be erected for William Alexander at 
VaHleyfield, nr. Abbington. The architect 1s 
Alexander Cullen (F), 92, Cadzow-st., Hamilton. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 
bungalows to be erected at Symington by Gavin Mac- 
Fadzean, Perth. 


Lanarkshire.—Layout plans in hand for 280 houses 
to be erected at the Cadder-rd. housing site, for which 
the architect is J. Austin Bent (A), 15, Palmerston-pl. 
Edinburgh. 

Perthshire.—Plans prepared for Corporation 0 
Blairgowrie-Rattray have been approved for 34 houses 
on the Allotment-la. housing scheme. The architecls 
are Johnstone & Johnstone (F), The Wellmeadov, 
Blairgowrie-Rattray. 
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The Builder 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. . 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the Heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JUNE 29. 

*Glasgow Corpn.—24 flats for aged persons at 
Balvery-st., Garthamlock. Architectural and Planning 
Dept., 20, Trongate, Glasgow, C.1. 

JUNE 30. 

*tWalthamstow BC.—30 flats, Wadham-ave., E17. 
Boro’ A, E&S. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by July 21. 

*+Walthamstow BC.—18 flats, 20/26, Falmouth- 
ave., Highams Park, E4. Boro’ A, E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by July 21. 

JULY 5. 


*tHendon BC.—Demolition of 25 houses at Hendon 
Park-row, Finchley-rd., Golders Green, NWI11; con- 
struction of new access roads and erection of 36 flats 
in four blocks. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tWeston-super-Mare BC.—54 houses, 
estate. R. G. Lickfold, TC. 

JULY 7. 

*Darham County Police Authy:—Pair police houses 
with office at New-rd. estate, Evenwood. G. Clayton, 
FRIBA, Court-la., Durham. y 

*tDurham CC.—Farmhouse, etc., Blue 
Farm, Chilton. County A, Durham. 

*tIslington BC.—15 dwellings, Medina-rd. 
Seven Sisters-rd., N7. TC. Dep. £3 3s. 


Aug. 16. 
JULY 8. 

*Gt. Yarmouth CBC.—69 flats and maisonettes at 
Middlegate-st., No. 1 reconstruction area (phase 6). 
BE’s Architect’s Office. 

JULY 9. 
*Esher UDC.—Contract No. 164, 15 bungalows and 


Coronation 


House 


and 
Tenders by 


- at Faraday-rd. estate, West Molesey. E&S. Dep. 
s. 
JULY 10. 
Rothwell UDC.—12 houses at Wood-la. site. R. A. 


Easdale & Son, architects, County-chbrs., Bradley-st. 
Castleford. Dep. £2 2s. ae 
Rugby RDC.—34 houses at various sites. 


S. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 12. 
*Durham CC.—Fire station, 
County A, Durham. 
npg weer ae a ay of home for aged per- 
sons at Bradley. oro’ A, High-st.-bldgs. - 
field. Dep. £2 2s. eer rnes cena 
*Southend-on-Sea CBC.—Alterations and additions 
} Southend High School for Boys. Boro’ A. Dep. 


*Southport CBC.—128 heusey 
uthpor -—128 houses on Canning- 
at be ai s on Canning-rd, estate. 
- JULY 14. 
. Widnes BC.—20 dwellings on Black Denton’s Farm 
site, Warrington-rd. Boro’ A. Dep. £5 5s. 
e Wisbech TC.—Erection of two blocks of three-storey 
ats and maisonettes on Stafford-st., Contract No. 118. 
BE, Exchange-sq., Wisbech. Dep. £2 2s. 
ue JULY 17. 
Chippenham BC.—27 ‘ 
ae Pier” Dep. £2 2s. 
"Mare! C.—18 houses 4 - 
Pickett, A&S. Dep. £2 ee eS 
Saffron Walden RDC.—(1) Ten houses; and (2) 
ro works and sewers at Wendens Ambo. Clerk 


ow ann JULY 19. 
ai donne of Se he’s house on 
ethorpe seconda S c 
A: Wakes’ Be tl oy modern school. County 
JULY 20. 
*Wallasey CBC.—30 houses 
Boro’ A. Dep. £1 Is. 
ns : JULY 21. 
New — i | C.—62 dwellings at Mitchell-st., 
s Ares 2 i ‘ 
Housing. Fecal amie No. 215). Director of 
— NO DATE. 
‘ ~ regen RDC.—Six dwellings at Trotton; eight 
wellings at Elsted; 12 dwellings at Cocking. Coun- 
cil’s A. Dep. £1 Is. 
_ Newbargh TC.—22 houses on the Shorepark site. 
Albic, Rolland, atchitect and quantity surveyor, The 
ion House, Shorehead, Leven. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


‘Wretham BC.—133 free. stendi 
1, Giana, —_— ree standing cookers. 


Council’s 


Bishop Auckland. 


on London-rd. 


Digg-la., Moreton. 


BE&S, 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


JULY 2. 





*tSouthampton CBC. — External 
Regents Park Secondary School. 
Tenders by July 27. 

JULY 3. 


**Kingston-upon-Thames BC.—Redecorati 
hall, public library. BS. Dep. £2 x aurea 


’ JULY 5. 
*Chichester City C.—New boundary wall and 
entrance to cattle market. City E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Frimley and Camberley UDC.—External painting 
of 101 houses on various estates. E&S. 
JULY 9. 

.*Cheltenham BC.—Demolition of 
Pittville-st. improvement scheme. E. 
*Richmond (Surrey) BC.—External painting and 


redecoration, 
Boro’ A. Dep. £1. 


buildings for 


minor repairs to 188 houses, Selw stat 
Sheen. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. il aie 
JULY 20. 


*Epping UDC.—Hot water installations and tiled 
fireplaces. Council’s S. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JULY 3. 
*Stockton-on-Tees BC.—Yarm-rd. sewer. BE. 
Dep.. £2 2s. 
JULY 7. 


Dorking UDC.—Roads and sewers on the Goodwyns 
Farm housing estate. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


St. Albans City C.—Trunk road minor improve- 
ments, 1954-55. City E&S. Dep. £5. 
JULY 8. 


Edmonton BC.—(a) Resurfacing Angel-rd.: (b) recon- 
struction of Montagu-rd.; and (c) widening and recon- 
struction of Montagu-rd. BE. Dep. £3 3s. each 
work. 


Gloucestershire CC.— Partial reconstruction of 
approx. one mile of carriageway on Hungerford- 
Hereford trunk road (A.40), Longhope/Barrel-la. to 
Lea line. County S, Gloucester. Dep. £2. 


Leicester City C.—Construction of kerbing, foot- 


ways, verges and open spaces on the Mowmacre 
housing estate. City S, Town Hall, Leicester. Dep. 
£1 Is. 

JULY 10. 


Tettenhall UDC.—Site works at Viewlands estate, 
Wightwick Bank section, Compton (contract No. 9). 
E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 


JULY 12. 
*Liverpool City C.—Micro-strainer house at 
Llanforda filter beds. Water E. Dep. £2 2s. 


Selkirk CC.—Extension to Ashkirk water supply. 
Blyth & Blyth, 135, George-st., Edinburgh. Dep. 
£2.23. 
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consultation to architects, surveyors, structural 
engineers and contractors for any type or specifi- 
cation of roofing materials without obligation 


81 ESSEX RD. + ISLINGTON 
LONDON °: N11 


Telephone: CANonbury 4281 (Private Exchange) 
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4 JULY 14. 
*Kidsgrove UDC.—Surfacing- of 22,000 sq. 

carriageway. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

. JULY 21. 
Ampthill RDC.—Laying of 12 miles of asbestos 
cement pipes and spun-iron pipes. Binnie, Deacon & 
Gourley, Artillery House, Artillery-row, Westminster, 


yds. 


SWI. Dep. £10. 
JULY 26. 

Atherstone RDC.—Contract No. 1, about 24 miles 
asbestos cement pipes; and one 250,000-gall. r.c. 
reservoir at Dordon. J. . D. M. Watsor, 
MM.ICE, 18, Queen Anne’s-gate, Westminster, SW1. 
Dep. £10 10s. 

JULY 31. 


Lydney RDC.—About 1,700 lin. yds. sewer and 
1,400 lin. yds., including sewage pumping station. 
J. D. & D. M. Watson, MM.ICE, 18, Queen Anne’s- 
gate, Westminster, SW1. Dep. £5 5s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Croydon.—EstTatE DEVELOPMENT.—Hsg. Com. re- 
commend that CBC submit an outline planning appli- 
cation to the MH and LG for permission to build 
houses, flats, schools and other buildings on land at 
Addington. The site comprises about 186 acres, and 
the scheme envisaged would take in about 138 acres 
and provide about 1,400 dwellings. CBC are also 
recommended to apply for the erection of about 900 
dwellings on about 90 acres of Corporation land to 
the east of Lodge-la. adjoining the north section of 
the New Addington Estate. 

Croydon.—Housinc.—CBC propose to develop 
with housing units during the present year land front- 
ing Selsdon Park-rd., Monks Hill Estate; and com- 
munity centre buildings are scheduled for future erec- 
tion in the vicinity of the present community centre. 
CBC also propose the preparation of a scheme for 
housing units on part of the area fronting Lodge-la., 
New Addington Estate, from the extension of the 
CBC’s building development on the north section to 
Castle Hill-ave. In addition to the community 
hall shortly to be erected on a site in the New Adding- 
ton Estate, it is proposed to include further com- 
munal buildings. 

Croydon.—Houses.—The erection of 11 houses on 
a site between Nos. 107-117, Auckland-rd., Upper 
Norwood, proposed by Modern Homesteads (Tulse 
Hill), Ltd., 353, Norwood-rd., SE27, has been given 
TP consent. 

Croydon.—Houses.—TP consent has been granted 
to proposals by Sydney C. Cronk, Ltd., 22, Somerset- 
cl., New Malden, Surrey, for the erection of eight 
houses on a site adjacent to Devonshire-court, Wick- 
ham-rd., and 13 houses on the site of Nos. 149-159, 
and 98-110, .Devonshire-way. F 

Croydon.—FActorY CONVERSION.—The conversion 
of the ground floor into offices and the erection of 
a factory at No. 85, Gloucester-rd., Whitehorse 
Manor, as proposed by John Chapman, 351, Purley- 
way, Croydon, has received TP permission. 

Croydon.—Factory.—TIP permission has been 
granted to the rebuilding of a factory at a site rear 
of No. 5, Bedford-pl., as proposed by J. A. Brett, 
Green Gap, Onslow-ave., Cheam. 

Croydon.—Houses.—The erection of houses at the 
Harold-rd. Lawn Tennis Club Courts, Harold-rd., 
Upper Norwood, has been proposed by. Messrs. 
Clutton on behalf of the Church Commissioners of 
England, 5, Gt. College-st., SWl. TP permission 
has been granted subject to the approval of detailed 
lans. 

: Croydon.—Houses.—The erection of seven houses 
and three flats on a site adjacent to No. 2, Mowbray- 
rd., has been given TP permission. The applicant 
is Mrs. D. M. M. Smithe, 2, Mowbray-rd., Upper 
Norwood. 

Croydon.—Housinc.—Proposals by the Moate and 
Warby Syndicate, 1, Addiscombe-rd., Croydon, for 
the erection of 30 houses on New-st. off Crossways, 
Upper Norwood, have been approved by TP Com. 

Croydon.—BuNnGaLows.—IP_ Com. have approved 
proposals by S. O. Connor, 37, Orchard-rise, for the 
erection of four bungalows on a site in Oakview-gr. 

Croydon.—CHURCH AND PRESBYTERY.—Proposals by 
Father T. P: Howley, 37, Queen Hill-rd., Selsdon, for 
the erection of a church and presbytery in Dunley- 
dr., Addington, has been granted TP permission, 
subject to the approval of detailed plans. 

Croydon. — Hovuses.—Proposals by CBC for the 
erection of 98 houses on the Netley-cl. part of Head- 
ley-dr. and Dunley-dr., with another 68 houses on a 
further part of Dunley-dr. and Headley-dr., Adding- 
ton, have been granted TP consent. ie 

Croydon.—MAIsoONETTES.—By-law permission has 
been given to amended proposals by F. W. Woolgar, 
128, George-st., Croydon, for the erection of eight 
maisonettes on a site in Clyde-rd., rear of No. 139, 
Addiscombe-rd. ; 

Croydon.—Houses.—TP consent has been given to 
the erection of 13 houses on the sites of Nos. 149- 
159 and 98-110, Devonshire-way, as proposed by S. C. 
Cronk, Ltd., 22, Somerset-cl., New Malden, Surrey. 

Hackney.—SitE AcquisiTioN.—TP Com. recom- 
mend acquisition of the sites of Nos. 96 and 96a, 
Lavender-gr., Nos. 96-102 (even), Lansdowne-dr., to- 
gether with No. 177 and Nos. 183-195 (odd), Middle- 
ton-rd., for housing purposes. 

Holborn.—Fiats.—MBC have been recommended 
to acquire the sites of Nos. 15-16, Coram-st., for the 
erection of 10 flats. 

Islington.—APPOINTMENT.—The next two blocks of 
dwellings to be erected at Rotherfield-court (Elizabeth- 
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ave. housing scheme) will be of 8-storeys and will 
involve construction of r.c. frames. Hsg. Com. re- 
commend that G. Windsor, MlIStructE, be ap- 
pointed as structural consultant. The value of the 
structural work is estimated at £50,000. 

Islington.—S1TE DeEVELOPMENT.—Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend that sites at the rear of No. 342, Camden-rd., 
Nos. 9-12 (cons.) Middleton-gr., and Nos. 40-42 
(even) Hungerford, be acquired at an estimated cost 
of £12,950, and that E. C. P. Monson, FA.RIBA, 
120, Moorgate-st., EC2, be appointed as architects, 
and O. E. Parratt, FRICS, Adelaide House, London 
Bridge, EC4, as quantity surveyor for the erection 
of multi-storey block of flats and houses. It should 
be possible to erect 41 dwellings on the site. 

Kensington.—Housinc.—TP Com. recommend that 
sketch plans be prepared for the erection of housing 
accommodation on the Westbourne Park-rd. tem- 
porary bungalow site, and that consideration be given 
in six months time to the development of the Bomore- 
rd. temporary bungalow site. LCC stage 1 approval 
has been given to the first project. 

Kensington.—DweELLincs.—Layout plans prepared 
by S. Gordon Jeeves, FRIBA, 61, Catherine-pl., 
Westminster, SWI, for the erection of 176 dwellings 
in seven blocks at the Treverton-st. area have been 
approved in principle by the TP Com. The scheme 
is to be carried out in two stages, the first stage 
consisting of 124 flats and four maisonettes. 

Lambeth.—F.iats.—Hsg. Com. have approved pro- 
posals for the erection of 40 flats on site No. 32, 
Tulse Hill. 

London (W1)—ReEBUILDING.—The RIBA Council 
has approved of instructions being given to Wornum 
and Playne, FF.RIBA, 19, Queen Anne’s Gate, SWI, 
to prepare plans and an approximate estimate of cost 
for the rebuilding of No. 68, Portland-pl., W1, with 
a view to this rebuilding being completed by 1960. 

Stoke Newington.—F.Lats.—Final planning permis- 
sion has been received by MBC for the development 
of the site of 96-106 (even) and 124-130 (even), Manor- 
rd., and la and 2a, Heathland-rd., for which a com- 
pulsory purchase order has been confirmed by MH 
and LG. MBC have now authorised the invitation 
of tenders for the erection of 72 flats on the site. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Ashington.—Newcastle Hosp. Board, ‘‘ Dunira,’’ 
Osborne-rd., to build two staff houses at Ashington 
Gen. Hosp. No contracts let. Plans by Board’s 
Chief A., P. H. Knighton. QS, Barrett, Sons & 
Ptnrs., 17, Brunswick-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne. * 

Barnard Castle.—Wetherell & Lamb, 42, Victoria- 
rd., Darlington, prepared plans for shops in Greta-rd. 

Billinge (Lancs).—South-West Lancs County Scout 
C. propose development of Bispham Hall as training 
centre and camp site. 

Bingley.—UDC approved layout for 10 ground 
floor flats with maisonettes over at York-st. 

Blackburn.—TC received Min. approval for crema- 
torium and chapel at Pleasington Cemetery, £32,000 
est. Plans by BE, W. Pickstone. 

Blackburn.—TC approved plans: Eight houses at 
Bank Hey-la. South, for Northern Estates (Black- 
burn), Ltd.; extensions to E & F buildings at Phillips- 
rd., for Mullard (Blackburn), Ltd. Architects, Orm- 
rod & Banister, Rodney-st., Liverpool.—EC to in- 
clude second stage of extensions to new tech. college 
in 1955 programme, £189,600 est. Architects, Willink 
& Dod, Cunard Buildings, Liverpool. 

Blyth.—TC to sell sites on Gordon-rd. housing 
estate to Northumberland CC for proposed police 
houses. 

Blyth.—TC plan erection of 252 houses in Gordon- 
rd., 41 north of Laverock Hall-rd., 24 in Newsham- 
rd. and 24 in Delaval-ter. Detailed layout plans to 
be prepared for 50 houses at Seaton Sluice. Most of 
Council’s housing programme carried out by direct 
labour. BE, D. W. Foster. 

Bollington (nr. Macclesfield).—Eric Britton & Co.. 
Ltd., Ingersley Vale, received approval for erection of 
factory at Kerridge. Architects, Dobson, Chapman & 
Partners, Pear Tree House, Jordangate, Macclesfield 
(steel framed with five barrel vault roofs). 

, Bolton.—TC approved plans: Rebuilding of the 
*‘ Three Tuns ’’ Hotel at Moor-la. and reconstruction 
of ‘* Jolly Waggoner ’”’ at Deane-rd., for Magee Mar- 
shall & Co., Ltd..~Crown Brewery, Bolton. 

Brigheuse. — BC approved plans: Extensions at 

Woodvale Brassworks, Thornhills Beck Lane, for 
Woodcock & Booth; extensions to foundry at 
Arthur-st., for Womersley & Broadbent: extensions 
to works at Brookfoot-la., Cromwell Quarries, for 
S. Marshall & Sons, Ltd. 
: Burnley.—Manchester Reg. Hosp. Board approved 
in principle provision of acute psychiatric unit at 
Burnley Gen. Hosp.; also improvements to chronic 
sick block. 


Bury.—Manchester Reg. Hosp. Board propose 
Premature baby and sick infants’ unit at Fairfield 
Gen. Hosp. 

Buxton.—BC approved plans for extensions to 
embroidery works at Lightwood-rd., for A. W. 
Hewietson, Ltd. 

Carlisle—TC approved erection of additional 


storey to premises at English-st., for Marks & Spen- 
cer, Ltd. Architects, Norman Jones, Son & Rigby 
Lord-st.. Southport. . 

Chadderton.—UDC approved 


plans for erection of 
new washhouse, i 


£11,500 est. for building. 
Chaddesden (Derbys).—Strettous Derby Brewery, 
Ltd., Wardwick Brewery, Derby, propose erection of 
new public-house, ‘‘ The Spinney.” Architect. W. 
Blair, 8, St. James-st., Derby. ‘ 
Chester.—Liverpool Reg. 


Hosp. Board propose 


THE BUILDER 


erection of 7 houses at Deva Hosp., Liverpool-rd. 
Plans by Reg. A, N. Mitchell, 88, Church-st., 
Liverpool 1. 

Colne Valley.—UDC propose erection of 30° houses 
at Netherley, Marsden, and 20 at Corn Mill Field, 
Slaithwaite. 

Coventry.—YWCA propose 
hostel at The Butts, £30,000 est. 

Darlington.—Min. approved plans for central bus 
stn. BA, E. A. Tornbohm. 

Denholme.—UDC approved plans for alterations to 
White Horse Inn, for S. Webster & Sons, Ltd. 

Derbyshire.—EC propose erection of 11 additional 
laBoratories at 10 schs., £55,000 est. 

Durham.—RDC to sell site at Sherburn to Durham 
CC for proposed cty. jun. and inf. sch. 

Eccles.—Manchester Reg. Hospital Brd. propose 
improvements to outpatients’ and casualty depts. at 
Eccles and Patricroft Hospital. 

Fleetwood.—TC approved plans for 24 houses and 
two shops at Highbury-ave.. for Fleetwood Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd. 

Fylde.—RDC propose erection of eight houses at 
Warton, £11,591 est. Plans by S. 

Heanor.—UDC propose erection of aged persons’ 
hostel at Godkin estate; approved plans for 20 bunga- 
lows at Fall-rd., for Marshall (Builders), Ltd.; eight 
houses at Kirkman-rd., Loscoe, for A. Sheldon & Son, 
Ltd., Wentworth-st., Ilkeston. 

Hebburn.—UDC approved proposal by Durham 
CC to build children’s home in the town; 25 such 
are to be built eventually in the county. Plans by 
County A., G. R. Clayton, Court-la., Durham. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—UDC recommended to allocate 
site to Durham CC for erection of family group 
children’s home. Cty. A, G. R. Clayton, Court-la., 
Durham. 

Liverpool.—TC approved plans for erection of 28 
houses at Speke estate, and to invite tenders for erec- 
tion of two-, three- and four-bedroomed houses. 
Approved plans for new shop premises at 27/9, Bold- 
st., for Shop Developments Group. Architects, J. 
Seymour Harris & Partners, in conjunction with D. J. 
Lewis, Angel Buildings, Dale-st., Liverpool. 

Liverpool.—Bents Brewery Co., Ltd., propose erec- 
tion of public-house at Lowerhouse-la. and Utting-ave. 
East. Architects, Harold E. Davies & Son, 18, Har- 
rington-st., Liverpool. 

Longbenton. — UDC to let contract for private 
street works in Crescent-way North and South, Forest 
Hall. A. E. Sweetman, S. 

Macclesfield.—RDC propose erection of 38 houses 
off Butley-la., Prestbury. 

Macclesfield.—Cheshire Police Auth. considering 
conversion of Trinity Methodist Church, Cumberland- 
st., to form new police ; 

Macclesfield.—Carswell & Co., Ltd., 32, Hurdsfield- 
rd., propose extension to premises. Architect, R. A. 
Riseley, 24, Mill-st., | Macclesfield.—Macclesfield 
Butchers’ Assoc. propose extensions to slaughter-house 
at Bank-st. Architect, Percy Wright, 5, Jordangate, 
Macclesfield. 

Manchester.—Cheetwood Estates, Ltd., propose re- 
building of war-damaged factory at Deansgate and 
Commercial-st., Knott Mill. Work will be carried out 
by A. Cassell & Sons, Ltd., 1/3, Teneriffe-st., Salford. 
—Shanks & Co., Ltd., Manchester, propose erection 
of warehouse and office at Tortworth-st., Strange- 


rebuilding bombed 





ways, Manchester. Architects, J. W. Beaumont & 
Sons, Danlee-bldgs., Spring-gdns., _Manchester.— 
Victory Pictures (Manchester), Ltd., propose rein- 


statement of war-damaged Victory Cinema, Charles- 
st.. Blackley. Plans by H. A. Yearsley, 15, Alan-rd., 
Withington, Manchester. 

Manchester.—HM Prison Commissioners propose 
erection of houses on vacant site on south side of 
Queen’s-rd., Cheetham. Plans by MoW, Architects’ 
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Division, John Islip-st., SW1.—A. T. Moffatt, Lt 
propose erection of warehouse and offices for whol: 
sale distribution of confectionery on site bounded +. 
Altrincham-st., Britain-st., Brierley-st. and Lowe 
Albion-st., Manchester 1. Architects, Harry §. Pa}. 
hurst & Son; 55, Brown-st., Manchester. 

Middlesbrough.—Middlesbrough Div. of Northen 
Gas Board asked TC to close certain streets in toy, 
to facilitate additions to Gas Board’s premises, 

Morpeth.—TC approved plans by William Lee 
(Builders), Ltd., Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, {fg 
development of land at Loansdean for erection ¢ 
private houses. 

Newcastle.—Licence granted for building of Log. 
side Inn on Coast-rd. between Newcastle and Tyne. 
mouth, by James Deuchar & Co., Ltd., brewer, 
Architects, Marshall & Tweedy, Grainger Hou 
Blackett-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Plans by City A., 18, Clog 
Market, Newcastle, for 117 houses on Fawdon Esta 
(Group 4) approved.—Spence & Price, St. Mar’ 
pl., Newcastle, architects for proposed offices an 
laboratory in Clayton-st., for George Angus & Cp, 
Ltd.—Marshall & Tweedy, 36, Blackett-st., Ney. 
castle, prepared plans for offices, workshop, me 
room and sanitary accommodation in City-rd., fo 
Embleton & Son, Ltd.—Funds being raised for ere. 
tion of large vestry in Westgate-rd., adjoining 
John the Baptist Church,.cost about £14,000. Archi. 
tect, G. E. Charlewood, 14, Neville-st.—City Wat, 
Comm. to consider provision of parking accommo 
dation in city centre. Park to accommodate 600 cy 
would cost about £200,000. Consideration is recon. 

















































































































mended to be given to provision of single-story 
accommodation in Grainger-st. City E.. P. Par. 
Town Hall. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—It is proposed to add ney 


storey to school hall and build two junior lectur 
halls at Brunswick Methodist Church, Brunswick-p| 
cost £15,000. Rev. R. W. J. Pearce, minister. 

Northallerton.—Funds being raised for erection of 
nurses’ recreation centre at Friarage Hospital, coy 
about £15,000. Scheme to be carried out in stages, 

Northampton.—Oxford Reg. Hospital Brd. receive 
approval in principle for erection of outpatients’ de. 
partment at Gen. Hospital, £180,000 est. 

Northumberland.—CC to erect branch library » 
Longbenton, cost £12,000. No contracts let. Couny 
A, C. C. Brown, County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Northwich.—Manchester Reg. Hospital Brd. propos 
conversion of Davenham Isolation Hospital as ten 
porary maternity home. 

Norton.—RDC propose erection of 12 houses on 
Rillington site. 

Nottingham.—TC propose erection of 45 houses a 
Squires-ave., Bulwell.—EC propose erection of cy, 
sec. sch. at Squires-ave., Bulwell. 

Sheffield.—Reg. Hospital Brd. propose two-storey 
extension, Doncaster Infectious Diseases Hospita 
Consulting engineers, Roger Preston & Partners, |S 
North Audley-st.. W1: improvements to Louth Cy 
Infirmary, operating theatre and X-ray dept. Archi 
tects, J. Mansell Jenkinson & Son, 18, Norfolk-row, 
Sheffield. Appointed Wakeman, Trower & Partner, 
47, Bloomsbury-sq., WC1, as quantity surveyors for 
improvements to blocks 4, 5 and 6 at City Gen 
Hospital, Sheffield. 

Sheffield.—English Steel Corp., Ltd.. Sheffield, pro- 
pose erection of machine shop on site bounded 
Brightside-la., Alfred-rd., Lake-st. and Hawke-st. 

South Shields.—Corpn. agreed to request from 
Durham CC to find site for children’s home. Archi- 
tect. G. R. Clayton, County A, Court-la., Durham 

South Shields.—T. A. Page, Son & Hill, 75, King 
st.. have prepared plans for new hotel at South 
Shields, for Newcastle Breweries, Ltd., Haymarket, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Stalybridge.—Stalybridge, Hyde, Mossley and Dukir- 
field Transport Brd., Tame-st., propose erection o 


large new bus garage. Architect, P. Howard, %%, 
Mosley-st., Manchester. 

Stokesley.—Durance & Ditchburn, _ Hedlev-st., 
Guisborough, to erect 12 houses at Wildon Park, 


Ormesby. 

Stourbridge.—TC to invite tenders for erection of 
four blocks of three-storey flats on Norton estate. 

Sunderland.—Plans by S. W. Milburn & Pion. 
for new factory on Pallion trading estate, for Edison 
Swan Electric Co., have been approved.—MoW to 
erect garage and workshops for Post Office in 
Charles-st.—Alterations and additions to be carried 
out to clothing factory in Villiers-st., for Jackson & 
Associated Manufacturers, Ltd. Architects, Stephen- 
son & Gillis, Saville Chambers. North-st., Newcastle. 
—Dunns Garages (Sunderland), Ltd., to erect garage, 
showroom and filling station in Roker-av. and George 
st. North.—W. 2 Milburn, 17, Fawcett-st., 
Sunderland, prepared plans for Spiritualist Church it 
Otto-ter.—Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st., South 
Shields, prepared layout plans for housing estate # 
Strawberry Farm. for R. G. Finlay, Ltd.,  buildes 
and contractors, Ryhope, Sunderland.—Tenders to & 
invited for erection of church hall to serve Roktt 
Methodist Church. Architects, Newrick & Blackbel, 
58, John-st. 

Warrington.—RDC to erect 19 houses at Burtot 
wood, four at Padgate and three at Glazebrook, for 
Air Ministry. 

_ Whitehaven.—TC received Min. approval for eft 
tion of civic hall, £160,000 est. 

Whitehayen.—Cumberland CC propose erection if 
area admin. offices at Flatts Walks, £50,000 est. 

Winsford.—UDC propose erection of 16 houses ¥ 
Birch-ave. site and four houses at School-rd. 
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TENDERS 


* otes accepted. 
+ Sets provisionally accepted. 
+ Denotes recommended for acceptance. — 
§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
@ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
nts. 
Aberdeen.—Erection of a new infant school at 
Papdale: *A. Hall & Son, Aberdeen. 
Aberdeen.—Erection of six housing schemes _ for 
Corporation. Alexander B. Gardner (F), Council A, 
Broad-st., Aberdeen. (Ist) 86 houses at Mastrick; 
(Qnd) 78 houses at Kincerth; (3rd) 54 houses, includ- 
ing cottages, at Mastrick; (4th) 42 houses at Mastrick; 
(5th) 34 houses at Kingorth; (6th) houses at Mastrick. 
“"Ist-—Excavation, brick, building and allied works: 
*Bunce Bros., Ltd., Marquis-rd., Woodside, £51,825. 
Joinery, carpentry and allied works: *Coutts & Fraser, 
Ltd., Ellon-pl., Aberdeen, £28,614. E 
znd.—Excavation, brick, building and allied works: 
sWilliam K. MacLeod & Co., Ltd., 109, Uquhart-rd., 
£67,793. Joinery, carpentry, ironmongery and allied 
works: *William A. Caird, Ltd., £30,517. Plaster, 
lathing and allied works: *Bremner Bros., Ltd., 394, 
Gt. Western-rd., £6,143. Plumbing, sanitary engin- 
eering and allied works: *Brown Brothers & Co., 
Ltd., 54, Albert-st., £11,915. Fireplaces and allied 
works: *Robert Smith & Sons, Ltd., 2, Seafield-rd., 


£1,423. Painting, decorating and allied works: 
*Alexander Bruce, 501, George-st., £1,949. 
3rd.—Excavation, brick, building, cement and 


allied works: *Black & Young, Ltd., 23, Merkland- 
pl., £34,112. Plumbing, sanitary engineering and 
allied works: *Andrew MacRobb & Co., Ltd., Adel- 
phia. Sanitary Works, £8,535. Joinery, carpentry, 
ironmongery and allied works: *R. & J. Reid & Co., 
Ltd., Audbury-rd., £18,001. Plaster, lathing, cement 
and allied works: *Arthur Frazer, Ltd., 8, Frognell- 
rd.. £3,400. Slating, roughcasting and allied works: 
*Charles Wilson & Co. (Glasgow), Ltd., 23,. ‘oll- 
meadow-st., Newlands, Glasgow, £5,367. Painting, 
decorating and allied works: *Alexander Bruce, 501, 
George-st., £1,580. Fireplaces and allied works: 
*Robert Smith & Son, Ltd., 2, Seaforth-rd., £967. 
4th.—Excavation, brick, building and allied works: 
*William D. Smith, Ltd., Mungiesmoss-rd., Bucks- 
burn, £25,548. Slating and allied works: *Charles 
Wilson & Co. (Glasgow), Ltd., 23, Tollmeadow-st., 
Newlands, Glasgow, £3,958. Plumbing, sanitary en- 
gineering and allied works: *Andrew MacRobb & Co., 
Ltd., Adelphia Sanitary Works, £6,620. Joinery, car- 
pentry, ironmongery and allied works: *R. & J. Reid 
&.Co., Ltd., Audbury-rd., £11,054. Plaster, lathing 
and allied works: *Robert Smith & Son, Ltd., 2, 
Seaforth-rd., £2,579. 

$th.— Excavation, brick, building and allied works: 
*w. & A. Stewart, Ltd., Greenbank Contracting 
Works, £19,730. Plumbing, sanitary engineering and 
allied works: *Andrew MacRobb & Co., Ltd., Adel- 
phia Sanitary Works, £5,236. Joinery, carpentry, 
ironmongery and allied works: *R. & J. Reid & Co., 
Ltd., Audbury-rd., £11,054. Plaster, lathing and 
allied works: *Robert Smith & Son, Ltd., 2, Sea- 
forth-rd.. £2,079.. Slating and allied works: *Charles 
Wilson & Co. (Glasgow). Ltd., 23, Tollmeadow-st., 
Newlands, Glasgow, £3,166. 

6th.—Excavation, brick, building and allied works: 
*Peter Cameron & Co., Ltd., 351, George-st., £44,528. 
Slating and allied works: *S. Whyte (Roofing), Ltd., 
£6,698. Joinery, carpentry and allied works: *G. 
Bain & Co., Ltd., 42, Catherine-st., £24,350. Plaster, 
lathing and allied works: *Peter Cameron & Co., Ltd., 
351, George-st., £4,631. Plumbing, sanitary engin- 
eering and allied works: *Brown Brothers & Co. 
Ltd., 54, Albert-st., £11,855. 

(All others Aberdeen.) 

Bedford.—Work for BC.—Erection of 10 houses at 
“Austin Canons.’’ {J. & B. Saunderson, £14,002. 
Eight houses at Swan-ter. tGambriel and Sugars, 
Ltd., £11,894. 

Blaydon (Co. Durham).—Construction of baths for 
employees of Derwenthaugh Coke Works, for the 
Durham Coal Brd.: *John Jackson & Sons, Corpora- 
tion-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Bootle.—Dwellings at Netherton estate, for BC: 
*Fairclough & Foster, Ltd., 4, Aintree-rd., Liverpool, 
£38,625 (27). Tenders to be negotiated with the Haw- 
thorne Building & Construction Co., Ltd., Vulcan- 
st., Bootle, for 38 houses, and with Lloyd & Cross. 
Ltd., 68, Argyle-st., Birkenhead, for the erection of 
68 houses. 

Bradfield.—Erection of 18 bungalows on the Strat- 
field Mortimer (Stephen’s Firs) housing site, for RDC: 
*Beeson Bros., £26,076. 

i Brighouse.—52 houses at the Cain-la. estate, for BC: 

Gregory Construction (Yorkshire), Ltd., Huddersfield. 

Buxton.—Erection of 66 houses on the Victoria Park 
nies” for BC: *J. Jones (Heaton Chapel), Ltd., 

Calne and Chippenham.—Erection of 16 houses and 
four bungalows at Bence’s-la., Corsham, for RDC: 
Council’s Building Dept., £26,037. 

Carlisle—16 flats at Upperby, for TC: *Barwick 
Bros., Alpha Mount, Gilsland, £13,531. 

Catterline.—Erection of new sch. and sch. houses, 
for Kincardineshire CC. A. Sturrock, FRIBA, Coun- 
cil A, County-bldgs., Stonehaven, Kincardine. Exca- 
vation, brick, building and allied works: *H. G. Ross, 
£6.078. (Other contracts let.) 

p Cockermouth. —Erection of six staff cottages at 
ee J Hall Hospital, for Newcastle Reg. Hospital 
Brd., “‘ Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., _ Newcastle-on-Tyne: 
Lovell Bros., Harrington, Cumberland, £12,234. 

» ,Corby.—Erection of Lodge Park jun. sch., for CC: 
ist ad & Son, Ltd., 29, Station-rd., Desborough, 
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Croydon.—Erection of 39 flats on the Brigstock-rd 
Quadrant-rd., Thornton Heath: *Greenaway & Son, 
265, Lordship-la., London, SE22, £55,119. 

Daventry.—Six houses at King Style-cl., for RDC: 
*Haynes & Sons (Daventry), Ltd., High-st., Daventry, 
£11,919. 

Durham.—Additions at Dryburn Hospital, Durham 
Architect, P. Knighton. Reg. Hospital Brd., 
‘* Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *E. 
Gilroy, 11, Allergate, Durham. 

Edinburgh.—Plans prepared for 550 houses to be 
erected at the Coniston housing district, for TC. G. 
Forgie (A), Council A, Municipal-chbrs., Parliament- 
sq., High-si., Edinburgh. 72 houses: *Weir Housing 


Corp., Ltd., Calder-st., Mossend, Coatbridge. 136 
houses: *Cruden, Ltd.. Olive Bank Works. Mussel- 
burgh. 166 houses: *The Scottish Construction Co., 
Ltd., Edinburgh. 176 houses: *George Wimpey & 


Co., Ltd., 37, Drumshaugh-gdns., Edinburgh. 
Filey (Yorks).—Construction of a mew sea 
t{G. Dew & Son, Ltd., Oldham, £79,000. 
Glasgow.—Plans prepared for reconstruction and 
modernisation at the Clydeholm Shipbuilding Yard of 
Barclay Curle & Co., Ltd., Whiteinch, which is est. 
to cost £2m. The civil engineers are Baptie, Shaw & 


wall: 


Morton, West George-st., Glasgow. First develop- 
ment: *Waltings, Ltd., 18, Woodside-cres., Charing 
Cross. Steel structural engineering works: *Redpath, 


Brown & Co., Ltd., Wellington-chbrs., Waterloo-st., 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved 60 houses 
to be erected at the Simshil! housing site. John C. C. 
Manro, architect, 141, West George-st., Glasgow: 
*MacTaggart & Mickel. Ltd., West Regent-st., Glas- 
gow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
scheme of houses to be erected at sites on the Great 
Western-rd., Kelvinside, Anniesland. A. Buchanan 
Campbell, architects, 128, Elderslie-st.. Anderston, 
Glasgow: *MacTaggart & Mickel, Ltd.. West Regent- 
st.. Glasgow, WC2. 

Grange-Over-Sands.—10 flats and 10 maisonettes at 
Thornfield estate, for UDC: *G. F. Postlethwaite, 
Main-st., Grange, £23,907. 

Hackney.—Erection of 12 flats at the Penshurst-rd. 
(Nos. 58-64 (even)) housing sitet J. M. Hill & Sons, 
Ltd.. Heather Park-dr., North Circular-rd., Wembley, 
£24,668. 

Hauddersfield.—109 ‘* Easiform ’’ houses at the Brad- 
ley estate, for TC: *John Laing & Sons, Ltd., London. 

Huyton-with-Roby.—Erection of 11 shops and 18 
flats at St. John’s-rd. East. for UDC: *Albert Bros., 
Ltd., 29, Tynwald-hill, Liverpool 19. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been prepared and 
approved for 65 houses. each with garage, to be 
erected at the north of Shafely-rd., on the Kelvinside 
estate: *Alexander Wolff (Contractors), Ltd., 
Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for 48 houses to be 
erected at Coalburn: *The Scottish Orlit Co., Ltd., 
97. George-st., Edinburgh. 

Liverpool.—Erection of a new warehouse at Kemp- 
ston-st., for Rexmore, Ltd.: *Hendersons, Ltd., Parr- 
st.. St. Helens. 

€London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., Admiralty: — 

Brawdy: Erection of ratings’ domitory, Staverton 
Builders, Ltd,, Totnes, Devon. Gosport: Supply and 
fixing windows, Williams & Williams, Ltd., Reliance 








BOOKS FOR BUILDERS 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 
By JOHN T. REA 
The new 11th edition has been brought up to 
date to September, 1950, with tables giving 
cost increases for materials and labour for 
1936-7, 1939 and 1944-50. Over 680 
illustrations. 21s. net (by post 21s. 10d.) 


DRAINAGE AND SANITATION 
By E. H. BLAKE 
10th Edition just published. 
Revised and re-illustrated. 
**...This has become a standard volume cover- 
ing in a concise and compact measure the 
whole subject."’— The Engineer. 
15s. net (by post 15s. 9d.) 


FLETCHER’'S QUANTITIES 
Revised by A. E. BAYLIS 
12th Edition revised. 
This famous work presents, in tabulated form, 
the methods of the valuation and measurement 
of building and engineering work. 700 pp. 
Many diagrams. 30s. net (by post 31s.) 


THE PRINCIPLES OF 
STRUCTURAL MECHANICS 
By PERCY J. WALDRAM 
3rd Edition revised. 

“The success of the book depends not merely 
on the author’s obvious mastery of his subject 
... but even more on his uncommon gift of 
lucid explanation.’’— The Architects’ Journal. 


18s. net (by. post 18s. 9d.) 


B. T. BATSFORD LTD. 
Retail ‘Dept., 





15 Nerth Audley Street. London, W.1 
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Works, 
A. ©. 


Reconstruction of jetty approach, 

Gos- 
Recon- 
Frome, 
Supply and 


Chester. 
Farr, Ltd., Station-rd., Westbury, Wilts. 
port and Portsmouth: Road works, Roads 
struction (1934), Ltd.. Stoneleigh House, 
Somerset. Brawdy and Lossiemouth: 
erection of welded steel tanks, Whessoe, Ltd., Dar- 
lington. Risley: Waterproofing roofs and painting, 
D. Anderson & Son, Ltd., Roach-rd. Works, Old 
Ford, E.3. Portland: Construction of ducts and 
plinths, A. E. Farr, Ltd., Station-rd., Westbury, 
Wilts. 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of £500 
or over for week ended June 19.— 

Building Work: W. S. Trv, Ltd., Cowley, Uxbridge, 
Middx.; Farrans, Ltd., 78, Mount-st., London, W1; 
M. & O. Foster & Co., Ltd., 23, York-rd., 
Hitchin, Herts.; James Laidlaw & Sons, Ltd., Clydes- 
dale Works, Dalmarnock Bridge, Rutherglen. 

Painting Work: M. A. Appleton (Contractors), 
Ltd., 22, Bilson-st., Wolverhampton; Singleton 
Decorators, Ltd., Westminster-bldgs.. High-st., Don- 
caster: C. J. Else & Co., Ltd., 46/, High-st., Lincoln; 
James Garvey & Co., Divis-st., Beltast, Northern 
Ireland; J. W. Green (Painters), Ltd., 171, Graham- 
rd., London, SW19; Ernie Bayliss, Ltd., 88/90, St. 
Stephens House, London, SWI; Collins (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., 14, Consort-rd., Peckham, London, SEIS. 


Heating Services: Walter Cowen, Ltd., Souldern- 
rd., London, W14. Heating & Ventilating Services: 
Industrial & General Eng. Co., 46, Blandford-st., 


London, Wl. General Maintenance Work: H. , 
Andrews. Ltd., Oaktree House, 408, Oak Tree-la., 
Leeds, 8; George Blease & Co., Ltd., Henry-st., 
Crewe. 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of £500 
or over for fortnight ended June 12:— 


Building work: Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., 17, 
Easton-st.,. High Wycombe, Berks. Painting Work: 
Joseph V. Dowling, 27, St. Anne’s-rd., Rother- 
ham, Yorks; G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., 55, 
Duke-st., Fenton, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs; Reid 
Bros., 22, Bank-st., Carlisle, Cumberland; Edwards 
Contractors, Hull-rd., Howden, Goole, Yorks; 
Arundel (Contractors), Ltd., 70, Harris-st., Brad- 
ford, Yorks; W. Pickering & Sons, Ltd., 12, 


Bowesfield-la., Stockton-on-Tees; F. Labbett & Sons, 
88, Willoughby-st., Lenton, Nottingham; R. Long & 
Sons, Ltd., 1, Grove-rd., Portland, Dorset; Donald 
Humberstone & Co., Ltd., North Somercotes, Louth, 
Lincs. Heating and Ventilating Services: Richard 
Crittall & Co., Ltd., 151, Gt. Portland-si., London, 
W.1. Heating Services: La Mont Steam Generator, 
Ltd., 83/87, Crawford-st., London, W.1. 

General Maintenance Work: Spelman Bros., Ltd., 
125, Eastern-ave., Ilford, Essex; Dudley Coles, Ltd., 
Bath-st., Plymouth, Devon; Ball & Robinson, Trent 
Bridge Works, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs; John Deverill, 
Ltd., 3. The Grove, Slough, Bucks; Pat Pateman & 
Son. Ltd., Limehurst-ave., Loughborough, Leics. 
Resheeting of Hangars: Walter Few & Sans, Ltd., 17, 
Highbury-park, London, N.5 Resurfacing Work: 
The Penmaenmawr & Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., 
Ltd., India-bldgs., Water-st., Liverpool 2. Surfacing 
Work: Chittenden & Simmons, Ltd., 3, Buckingham- 
pl., London. SWI. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts 
Eastern Region of British Railways:— 

Supply and delivery of one slot milling machine 
for Doncaster carriage works: *Wickman, Ltd., 
Machine Tool Sales Division, Fletchamstead Highway, 
Coventry. Surfact dressing of roadways in civil engi- 
neer’s King’s Cross and Stratford ‘districts: *Johnson 
Bros. (Aylesford), Ltd., Vale-rd., sonbridge, Kent. 
Surface dressing of roadways in civil engineer’s 
Sheffield and Doncaster districts: *Modern Paviors, 
Ltd., 17, Saltaire-rd., Shipley, Yorks. Resurfacing of 
roadways in civil engineer’s King’s Cross, Stratford, 
Peterborough, Cambridge, Ipswich and Norwich dis- 
tricts: *Constable Hart & Co., Ltd., Lion House, 
Richmond, Surrey. Resurfacing of roadways in civil 
engineer’s Sheffield and Doncaster districts: *Modern 
Paviors, Ltd., 17, Saltaire-rd., Shipley, Yorks. 

London (MoW).—Contracts placed by MoW dur- 
ing week ended June 12:— 

Durham: PO Engrs. Depot, Charles-st. and East 
Cross-st., Sunderland, erection of new workshop and 
garage building, Robert Hudson & Sons (Contractors), 
Ltd., St. Mark’s-cres., Sunderland. Lancashire: 
HPO, Coal-st., Burnley, reconstruction of old build- 
ing, J. H. Naylor, Ltd., Celia-st., Burnley. 

Leicestershire: Polish Housing Estate, Husbands 
Bosworth, Leicester, conversion scheme at site 4 and 
WAAF site, Peter Rourke, Ltd., 12, Market-st., 
Lutterworth, Leicester. Oxfordshire: JOB, TOBI, 
Marston-rd., Oxford, felt roofing, Field & Palmer, 
Station-rd., Wood Green, London, N22. Warwick- 
shire: Selly Oak, Birmingham, erection of telephone 
repeater station and trunk control centre, C. Bryant 
& Son, Ltd., Whitmore-rd., Small Heath, Birming- 
ham. 

{London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by WD 
during week ended June 12, 1954:— 

Nottinghamshire: Road repairs, Constable Hart & 
Co., Ltd., Derby. Dorsetshire: Conveyor system, 
Hugh Campbell (London), Ltd., Beckenham. Wilt- 
shire: Road repairs, The Western Trinidad Lake 
Asphalt Co., Ltd., Clifton, Bristol. Hampshire: 
Reslating of roofs, Manchester Slate Co., Ltd., Lon- 
don, SWI12. Wiltshire: Painting and decorating, 
W. T. Pickering & Sons, Ltd., Watford. Kent: Re- 
slating to roofs, James Geo. Tuxford, Woolwich, 
SE18. Norfolk: Demolition, W. Collington & Son, 
Thurmaston, Leicester. 

Kent: External redecoration. Fields, Ltd.. London, 
SWI; Road repairs, Val de Travers Asphalt Paving 
Co., Ltd., London, EC4. Essex: Rebuilding of sea 


placed by 


walls, Percy Bilton. Ltd., London, W1; Road works, 
Asphalte Co., 


The General Ltd., London, NWS. 
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Building, Scottwood Factory Built Perma- 
nent Homes, Ltd., London. ECI: Building, James 
Tomkinson & Co., Ltd., Liverpool 5. 
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Ludlow.—Four houses at Longvilie, for RDC: 
*D. B. Evans (Wolverhampton), Ltd. 

*Luton.—119 houses at Ramridge estate for BC. 
Quantities by Borough Engineer’s Department, Luton 
Corporation. 

R. Colin Large, Ltd., Luton.. ; . £189,398 
H. D. Carter, Ltd., London, N19 .. .. one 
Winton Hayes, Ltd., Biggleswade, Beds. .. 160,680 
G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Hammersmith 

Grove, W6 (Tender subsequently accepted 

for 175 houses on pro-rata basis—con- 

tract amount: £217,969.) .. : 147,081 

Manchester.—Reconstruction of the war-damaged 
Rivoli Cinema at Barlow Moor-rd., Chorlton-cum- 
Hardy, for Ben Kanter. Architect. A. R. Johnstone. 
11, Peter-st., Manchester: *Wm. Thorpe & Sons, Ltd., 
Trafford Park, Manchester. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of five shops, bank 
and five flats in Benton-rd. Architects, S. J. Stephen- 
son & Gillis, Saville-chbrs., North-st., Newcastle: 
*William Smelt, 125, Westgate-rd., Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of a new pathological 
block at the Gen. Hospital, Newcastle-on-Tyne. Plans 
by P. H. Knighton, Reg. Hospital Brd., ‘‘ Dunira,’’ 
Osborne-rd., Newcastle: *J. Laing & Sons, Carlisle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of a new St. Mary’s 
Church at Kenton. Architects, Newcombe & New- 
combe, Eldon-sq., Newcastle; *J. & W. Lowry, Cor- 
poration-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. Cost, £23,000. 

Oldham.—Alterations to the Central Library at 
Union-st., for BC: *Wm. Lees (Oldham), Ltd., Smith- 
st., Oldham. 

Poynton (nr. Stockport).—Erection of a new Parish 
Hall for Rev. Canon J. G. S. Winstanley: *Mason & 
Co., Ltd., Denton, nr. Manchester. 

Scarborough.—Erection of Church of the Holy 
Nativity and parsonage at Eastfield. Architect, F. C. 
Johnson, 16, High-st., Bridlington: *Ernest Hunter 
(Scarborough), Ltd., Beaconsfield-st., Scarborough. 

Skegness.—24 flats at Sundial estate, for UDC. 

T. Edwards, MIMunE, E&S: *Skegness UDC 
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(Direct Labour), Town Hall, Skegness, £32,909, 

South Shields.—Extensions and alterations to the 
high sch. for girls, South Shields. Plans by T, 4 
Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields: *Cap. 
ruthers & Sons, 1, Heugh-ter., South Shields, Cog, 
about £90,000. 

South Shields.~-Extensions at Carmichael’s Foyp. 
dry, South Shields, to include baths with offices on top 
Architects, T. A. Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st. 
South Shields: *George Thornton & Co.. Porchester. 
st., South Shields. 

Sunderland.—Erection of 217 houses on the Grin. 
don Village estate, for TC. Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop 
Grange House, Stockton-rd., Sunderland: *L, W. 
Evans (Contractors), Ltd., Norfolk-st., Sunderland 
(124 houses); *T. Stewart, Castletown, Sunderland (26 
houses); *J. W. Ridley, Ltd., Sheepfolds, Sunderland 
(31 houses); *W. Wigham & Son, Shepherd-ter,, 
Hylton (36 houses). e 

Thornaby-on-Tees.—Erection of 26 houses in Lane. 
house-rd. and eight houses and four bungalows at 
Stafford Villa, for TC. Plans by BE: *Direct Labour. 

Walthamstow.—Work for BC.—Erection of 10 flats 
at Greenleaf-rd.: *Direct labour, £13,934. Erection 
of 18 flats at  Brookfield-ave.: *R. Williamson 
(Builders), Ltd., £28,864. 
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